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Israeli army demolishes 5 Hebron houses 

HEBRON (AFP) — The Israeli army on Wednesday demolished 
five bouses belongmg to Palestinians here as pan of a crackdown 
against illegal building, local residents said. Bulldozers brought 
down the homes in two separate locales in the dry. a nashpointof 
violence between Jewish settlers and Palestinians. In one. near the 
Kiryat Arba settlement, violent scuffles broke out as nearly 100 
Palestinians gathered to stop the demolitions. They included the 
city’s mayor, Musiapha Natshe. Two houses w^re destroyed 
belonging to Kay id Iskafi and Walid Zaloum, local resident said’ 
Soldiers roughed up journalists and photographers after the site 
was declared a dosed military zone, they added. In the Baqa 
neighbourhood, three more houses were destroyed without 
incident, local residents said. They reportedly belonged to Avub 
Jaber, Idris Jabcr and Kamel Jabcr. 
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Army declares curfew in Lebanon 

BEIRUT (AFP) — The Lebanese army declared an indefinite 
curfew to start at 3 a.m. (0100 GMT) on Thursday, ahead of a 
planned general strike and mass demonstrations, an army state- 
ment said. Tbe curfew will be imposed in Beirut and all other 
major dues, the statement from army commander General Emile 
Lahud said on Wednesday. The order came after Lebanon's main 
trade union confederation vowed to go ahead with illegal 
nationwide demonstrations and a day-long general strike on 
Thursday, despite the deployment of troop reinforcements in 
Beirut and other cities. The government on Tuesday ordered the 
army to take charge of security for the next three months and 
uphold a ban on demonstrations in force since 1993. "Following 
tbe government’s decision, and so that there is no action 
undermining general security, as well as to protect the interests 
and safety of citizens, we have decided to order a curfew from 3 
a.m. until further notipe." the army statement said. 
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Kabariti presents policy 
statement to Parliament 

Programme envisages ambitious changes in every 
aspects of governance, guaranteed public freedoms, 
economic development and balanced foreign policy 

Premier pledges serious 
endeavour to consolidate 
democracy and pluralism 
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By Sa’eda Kilani 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Al Kabariti on 
Wednesday reaffirmed his 
government's commitment 
to, inter alia, safeguard pub- 
lic freedoms, and maintain 
the independence of the 
judiciary and the media. But 
be admitted that these were 
not simple tasks. 

In his policy statement be- 
fore the Lower House of 
Parliament, Mr. Kabariti said 
bis '‘parliamentary govern- 
ment” would exert serious 
efforts to protect human 
rights and strengthen demo- 
cracy and pluralism in line 
with tbe Constitution, the 
National Charter and the 
Universal Declaration of Hu- 
man Rights. 

Bur **J have to admit here 
before, you -that we are not 
shouldering a light burden,*' 
he told deputies. “My gov- 
ernment seriously intends to 
carry out its responsibilities 
in fall without delay through 
the participation of the 
largest sectors of our people 
to achieve full development 
in these fields.” 

“Let no party feel that the 
responsibility is solely his or 
hers... It is a comprehensive 
wU, a collective action that 
should not be carried out by 
(me party without the other." 

• The Kabariti government, 
which includes 22 deputies, 
was formed on Feb. 4 with a 
mission to carry out changes 
in die Kingdom in all fields. 
In his letter of designation to 
Mr. Kabariti, His Majesty 
Kong Hussein called on the 
premier to carry out a “pure 
white revolution*’ on the way 
to making real progress and 
achieving real development. 

Shortly before and after 
the formation of the new 
government, changes were 
made in senior posts at the 
Royal Court, the General In- 
telligence Department and 
the Public Security Depart- 
ment. Changes are still ex- 


pected to be introduced in 
other institutions, mainly in 
the judicial apparatus. 

In the policy statement, 
Mr. Kabariti said that while 
his government is committed 
to apply the rule of law and 
ensure the independence of 
the judiciary, it will also work 
on enhancing the role and 
performance of the third 
branch of government. 

“Litigation laws will be 
amended, and highly qual- 
ified cadres will be brought 
into the Jordanian judicial 
system to enable it to per- 
form its role properly,” the 
premier said. 

The changes the new gov- 
ernment promised to make 
also involve the abolition of 
the Ministry of Information. 

Among the immediate 
changes in the information 
field, Mr. Kabariti said tbe 
official media will be wholly 
restructured in order to en- 
sure public access to informa- 
tion and to achieve the high- 
est level of contact between 
local and foreign media. 

The Radio and Television 
corporation law will be 
amended and tbe Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, will be 
restructured so as to become 
financially and administra- 
tively independent, Mr. 
Kabariti stressed. 

In addition, the restructur- 
ing will involve the Press and 
Publications Department 
whose new tasks will include 
archiving and conducting 
public opinion polls besides 
its traditional role of moni- 
toring. 

Mr. Kabariti stressed his 
government’s commitment to 
upgrade public freedoms and 
enhance democracy in the 
country. 

“The government pledges 
not to present any laws that 
curb freedom won (under the 
democratisation process) in 
the press and media fields," 
he said. "No new legislation 

(Continued on page 7) 



Prime Minister Abdul Karim Al Kabariti addresses Parliament on Wednesday (Yousef 
Allan) 

Nine-point economic approach aims 
at achieving self-reliance, creating 
more jobs and alleviating poverty 

By P.V. Vtvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Al Kabariti on 
Wednesday presented a nine- 
point programme that goes in 
line with the requirements of 
free market economy 
through supporting the pri- 
vate sector to assume the 
dominant role in national 
economic growth and reduc- 
ing state involvement in com- 
mercial ventures except those 
seen as strategic. 

The programme, contained 
in the government policy 
statement that the prime 
minister read out in Parlia- 
ment, aims at stimulating the 
economy by accelerating the 
commercialisation/ 
privatisation of state-owned 
entities, facilitating local and 
foreign investments in the 
country and supporting the 
banking sector to finance loc- 
al projects. 

Mr. Kabariti told lawmak- 
ers that the government's key 
objective was to attain econo- 
mic self-reliance through 
achieving comprehensive sus- 
tainable growth that would 


help solve the unemployment 
problem and reduce poverty 
in the country. 

The programme, as out- 
lined by the prime minister, 
focuses on; 

— Continued adherence to 
the economic restructuring 
schemes agreed with the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund 
(IMF); 

— Legislation to encour- 
age and facilitate invest- 
ments; 

— Phasing out stare capital 
in commercial ventures; 

— Redefining government 
policies and administrative 
procedures: 

— Supporting private sec- 
tor efforts to improve quality 
of local products; 

— Offering incentives to 
banks to finance local busi- 
ness ventures; 

— Helping businesses to 
open new markets in Arab 
countries and interact with 
the international economic 
order through bodies such as 
the European Union and 
World Trade Organisation; 

— Assisting needy families 
and focusing on creating 
jobs; and 


— Reducing foreign and 
domestic debts of the gover- 
nent. 

Noting that the govern- 
ment's involvement in many 
state-owned entities was 
counter-productive in terms 
of direct costs io the treasury, 
tbe prime minister said it 
would “withdraw from eco- 
nomic activities except those 
considered as strategic indus- 
tries and reduce its participa- 
tion in others." 

Mr. Kabariti, who has a 
strong economic background 
and business experience, did 
not spell out the entities that 
the government plans to 
privatise. But, according to 
officials, these include most 
of the hotels with state equi- 
ty, the Public Transport Cor- 
poration and Royal Jorda- 
nian (RJ). 

The prime minister refer- 
red to RJ in his policy speech 
and said his government was 
committed to extending ail 
support for the debt- 
burdened national carrier to 
help it carry out a restructur- 
ing programme and mod- 

( Continued on page 7) 


Deputies 

cautious 

but 

hopeful 

By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 


External focus is on strong 
Arab relations, support for 
Iraqis and building peace 
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AMMAN — Parliamenta- 
rians cautioned on Wednes- 
day against placing high ex- 
pectations in the new govern- 
ment of Abdul Karim Kabar- 
iti but agreed that the new 
government would bring ab- 
out change in one form or 
another. 

In interviews with the Jor- 
dan Times shortly after Prime 
Minister Kabariti read his 
government’s policy state- 
ment in Parliament, lawmak- 
ers from different political 
trends raised numerous 
queries over the govern- 
.. meat's foreign policy and its 
' <£ . », £ ability to carry out the ■ 
v-’ iniii ,r J r needed reforms in the King- 
ci dom on the domestic level. 
--^iiV However, they did not hide 
-' h ; ffce ' ,1. their hopes that it might. • 
j ii?f> j Leftist Deputy Toujan 
ri-'r^n “ j r Faisal, a known critic and 
. ^opponent of policies and 
ft »ir^ ,n ftP* programmes of former gov- 
t* llU Ife! ernraents, described Mr. 

- *1 |1 * Kabariti’s government as “a 
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(Continued on page 1) 


By Ayman Al Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment of Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti will 
continue to pursue stronger 
inter-Arab relations, espe- 
cially, with Arab Gulf coun- 
tries, as the Kingdom becom- 
es more vocal in criticising 
the practices of the Iraqi reg- 
ime and as ties with Israel 
become tangibly stronger af- 
ter the implementation of the 
provisions of the Oct. 1994 
peace treaty. 

These are Lhe implications 
of the foreign policy pro- 
nouncements that Prime 
Minister Kabariti made in the 
government’s policy state- 
ment on_ whose basis he 
sought the confidence of par- 
liament Wednesday. 

Stressing Jordan’s Arab 
and Muslim character and the 
Kingdom’s determination to 
strengthen Arab lies, the 
prime minister pledged con- 
tinued effort to restructure 
inter-Arab relations in a way 
that would enable the Arab 
Nation to assume, a more 


significant position in the 
world. 

*’We must admit that good 
intentions are not sufficient 
on their own and we have to 
build our relations with Arab 
countries on the basis of eco- 
nomic interests and intercon- 
nected cultural, scientific and 
social bonds," Mr. Kabariti 
said in his detailed 90-minute 
long policy statement. 

Thanks to its Hashemite 
leadership and the energies 
of its people, the prime 
minister said, Jordan has 
earned a major and pivotal 
role regionally and interna- 
tionally, and the government 
will sustain this role order 
to build a brighter future. f nr 
its people and the Arab Na- 
tion, he said. 

In doing that, said Mr. 
Kabariti, the government 
“will be guided by our 
Hashemite leadership which 
has been traditionally known 
for its vision, moderation and 
courage, thus earning Jordan 
.high credibility and interna- 
tional reputation and making 
it key to any political initia- 
tive in the region.” 

Obviously aware of accusa- 


tions that progress in the 
Kingdom's relations with 
Israel is being achieved 3t the 
expense of its ties with the 
Arab world, Mr. Kabariti de- 
voted the bulk of his foreign 
policy remarks to Jordan's 
efforts to have stronger rela- 
tions with Arab countries. 

On relations with the Gulf, 
he said "the government will 
exert all possible efforts to 
remove the lingering impact 
on the Arab world of the 
invasion of Kuwait and the 
aggression on it," in terms of 
shaking Arab solidarity." 

He said the government 
will work to rebuild Arab 
solidarity on the basis of 
strong ties predicated on 
solid charters and principles 
that would prevent a repeti- 
tion of the mistakes and “dis- 
asters" of the past. 

"And within this clear 
Arab policy.” said Mr. 
Kabariti. “the government - 
will work io consolidate the 
achievement of the royal visit 
to Saudi Arabia,” which sea- 
led the process of reconcilia- 
tion between Amman and 

(Continued on page 7) 


Changes 
in water, 
energy 
sectors 

By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Al Kabariti on 
Wednesday promised to up- 
grade the water supply sys- 
tem and increase the efficien- 
cy of the water sector, a key 
target of criticism for poor 
performance and non-cost- 
effective management. 

The prime minister, pre- 
senting his government's 
policy statement to Parlia- 
ment, also announced that 
draft agreements with two 
foreign companies on- oil ex- 
ploration will be presented to 
the legislature soon. 

The two accords are worth 
S30 million in investments in 
Jordan, Mr. Kabariti told 
lawmakers. He did not iden- 
tify the companies. 

The prime minister said the 
state-owned National Oil 
Company will continue oil 
exploration in the Kingdom 
and that the government ex- 
pected S40 million in invest- 
ments in developing the gas 

(Continued on page 7) 


King: Mideast is in new era 
of peace and it is time for 
people to reap its dividends 

Only future for Iraq is in democracy, political 
pluralism and respect for human rights 


LONDON (JIB) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Tuesday reviewed the situa- 
tion in the Middle East at tbe 
Royal Institute for Interna- 
tional Affairs, Chatham 
House. The institute is one of 
the UK's most prestigious 
forums for the exchange of 
political and economic views 
among world leaders and in- 
fluential members of British 
society. In 1995, the institute 
cele brated its 75tb 
anniversary. Attending the 
event with the King was Her 
Majesty Queen Noor. 

In his address, King Hus- 
sein expressed hope for the 
achievement of comprehen- 
sive peace in the area and 
said that Jordan was deter- 
mined to make its peace trea- 
ty with Israel a model and 
example for others to emu- 
late. He did not consider that 
Jordan moved too fast in 
reaching its peace treaty with 
Israel, saying “we are not 
moving fast enough to make 
up for all the time lost.” He 
said it is time to put the 
talents of the people of the 
Middle East region together 
to build a future that is 
worthy of all of us, and to 
discover that we are all the 
same people, sharing the 
same worries and fears. 

The King stressed that now 
is the time for peace building 
so that the peoples of the' 
regions will sense and live the 
dividends of peace. “The 
walls have been torn down 
and we are moving ahead to a 
new dawn, one which eluded 
our predecessors, but for 
which they lived and hoped,'* 
said the King. He added that 
what made it possible to 
achieve the peace was “our 
determination and our com- 
mitment to the future,” 
saying that it was important 
not to tie tbe future of the 
peoples of the region to indi- 
viduals, as has been the case 
in the past. 

King Hussein remembered 
his grandfather, the late King 
Abdullah: founder of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jor- 
dan, who fell a martyr for 
peace. He said King Abdul- 
lah’s wisdom is today being 
recognised more and more by 
the people in our region, 
adding that like the Israeli 
Prime Minister, Yitzhak 
Rabin, his grandfather was a 
warrior, “when there was no 
other alternative," and a 
peace seeker who paid for his 



commitment to peace with 
his life. King Hussein said 
that he shall miss the late 
Israeli prime minister, de- 
scribing him as his partner 
and fellow shepherd, a man 
of courage and vision. 

After the King's address, 

3 uestions were taken from 
le audience, which included 
both members of Chatham 
House as well as the media. 

In answer to several ques- 
tions regarding the future of 
Iraq, King Hussein expressed 
his belief that the only future 
for that country, which is so 
rich in its human and material 
resources, is one of democra- 
cy, pluralism and respect for 
human rights. King Hussein 
said that he felt has no right 
to interfere in die affairs of 
Iraq, but conditions inside 
the country are so bad and 
Iraqis are suffering brutality, 
deprivation and an absence 
of democracy, and impris- 
oned by the United Nation's 
sanctions. He added that the 
Iraqi people were also taxget- 
ted in 1958, and deprived 
then — as they are today — 
of the right Co live and pros- 
per. 

The King expressed horror 
at the brutual murder of 
General Hussein Kamel and 
some of his family, despite 
the assurances that were 
given to the general. “We 
need that country and its 
people,'* said King Hussein, 
adding that although his 
family, the Has be mires, once 
ruled Iraq, he personally bad 
no ambitions to rule that 
country, but only to see it 
practice democracy and re- 
spect for human rights. King 
Hussein warned that other 
neighbouring countries might 
in feet have ambitions, and 
the danger and fear is that 
Iraq would become a battleg- 


round for those neighbours 
seeking influence. King Hus- 
sein reiterated his firm belief 
in maintaining the unity and 
integrity of Iraq and he said 
that he would like to use the 
credibility and trust that his 
family has always held with 
the people of Iraq, to bring 
about change. 

In answer io a question on 
the Iraqi opposition groups 
that were permitted last 
month to set up office in 
Amman, King Hussein said 
its members are representa- 
tive of the people of Iraq. 
Their message is for all the 
Iraqis to come together to 
draft a future for their coun- 
try. 

On the future of 
Jordanian-Palesrinian rela- 
tions and the idea of a con- 
federation, King Hussein said 
that it was too early to decide 
on such a matter. He express- 
ed strong support for the 
progress achieved in the 
Paiestinian-Israeli peace 
negotiations. The King said 
that he had asked Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat to 
keep his plans and ideas for a 
Jordanian-Palesrinian con- 
federation in his pocket until 
the time was right and the 
people on both sides could 
express themselves. The King 
said that Jordan had always 
strived to improve relations 
within the Arab World. He 
said relations with Egypt 
were excellent and expressed 
optimism that relations with 
the Arab Gulf states, includ- 
ing Kuwait, were improving. 

King Hussein and Queen 
Noor were the guests of hon- 
our to the reception held by 
Lord Wright of Richmond, 
chairman of the Royal Insti- 
tute for International Affairs. 
Attending on the Jordanian 
side were Royal Court Chief 
Awn Khasawneh, His Royal 
Highness Prince Talal Bin 
Mohammad, King Hussein's 
military secretary. Her Royal 
Highness Princess Ghida Tal- 
al, head of the International 
Press Office and Fouad 
Ayoub, Jordan's ambassador 
to the U.K. The reception 
was also attended by the 
Lord Callaghan of Cardiff, 
former prime minister of the 
U.K., Lord Howe of Aber- 
avon, former foreign secret- 
ary, the ambassadors of 
Egypt, Israel and Palestine 
accredited to the Court of St: 
James’s and members and 
guests of the REIA. 


Government plans to abolish ministry 
in effort to reform higher education 


By Alia Toukan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti 
Wednesday announced that 
the Ministry of Higher 
Education will eventually be 
abolished as part of sweeping 
changes which his govern- 
ment will introduce to the 
educational sector. 

The changes, which Mr. 
Kabariti announced in the 
policy statement that he pre- 
sented to Parliament, include 
developing the educational 
infrastructure, continuing 
educational development re- 
form that extend to the year 
2000, diversifying and ex- 
panding vocational training 
programmes, improving 
teachers conditions and en- 
couraging private sector to 
invest in higher and basic 
education. 

Efforts will also be made to 
improve standards of higher 
education, redefine and 
strengthen the role of com- 
munity colleges in society and _ 
gear higher education to-' 
wards the needs of develop- 
ment and the labour mjarket, 
Mr. Kabariti said. 

Addressing an issue that 
Parliament showed strong 
concern for last year, the 
prime minister said student 
admission to universities will 
be handled by universities 


tnemselves instead of the 
Ministry of Higher Education 
and will be done according to 
new criteria that takes into 
account factors other than 
school grades. 

Among all these changes, 
tbe plan to abolish the Minis- 
try of Higher Education and 
assign its duties to the Minis- 
try of Education and the 
Council for Higher Educa- 
tion is seen as the most signi- 
ficant. 

One educationalist told the 
Jordan Times that the deci- 
sion to abolish the ministry 
was prompted by the lack of 
coordination between the 
Ministry of Higher Education 
and the Ministry of Educa- 
tion, which deals with basic 
education. The two ministries 
set policies that do not always 
complement one another, 
and do not ensure continuity 
in educational orientations, 
and standards at both the 
lower and higher levels of 
education, said the educa- 
tionalist who requested 
anonymity. 

He added that the role of 
the Ministry of Higher 
Education, which primarily 
regulates community col- 
leges, universities and scho- 
larships, and handles the ex- 
change of professors, can 
easily be taken up by the 
Ministry of Education and 
the Council for Higher 
Education. 


He also noted that current- 
ly Jordan allocates four per 
cent of its budget to higher 
education ( the second highest 
rate after Sweden), and nine 
per cent to basic education 
(the second highest rate after 
the U.S.). adding that the 
abolition of the ministry 
would save on administrative 
and staff costs and allow for 
more efficient use of the allo- 
cated budget. 

The president of the Uni- 
versity of Applied Sciences, 
Bashir Khadra, welcomed 
the government plan to abol- 
ish the ministry, but pointed 
to the fact that privare uni- 
versities are not represented 
in the Council for Higher 
Education when one third of 
-higher education students are 
enrolled in private universi- 
ties. Private university offi- 
cials should be represented in 
the council in order to 
address the interest of their 
students, he said. 

Under the current legisla- 
tion, tbe duties of the Council 
for Higher Education and the 
Ministry of Higher Education 
overlap as they are both re- 
sponsible for the administra- 
tion of public and private 
universities, as well as com- 
munity colleges and setting 
admission standards, curricu- 
la, fees, and providing li- 
cences. The Ministry ofHigb- 
er Education, however, also 
acts as an executive body. 
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Iraqis are upbeat on oil 
talks, try to forget war 


| Iraqi exiles urge Syria to 
open its border with Iraq 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqis 
are once again looking to the 
future with some optimism, 
paying more attention to 
their country's oil talks with 
the United Nations than 
events marking - the 'fiftfi 
anniversary of the end of the 
1991 Gulf war. 

Senior officials have almost 
abandoned their “mother of 
battles'’ rhetoric, focusing in- 
stead on benefits that Iraqis 
are to reap once oil flows to 
international markets -again. " 

Iraq's agreement last 
month to enter talks with the 
U.N. on partial oil sales filled 
Iraqis with joy. For the first 
time they can fill shopping 
baskets with the rising pur- 
chasing power of their paper 
money which has made 
dramatic gains against the_ 
dollar on the oil news. 

“So many changes have 
taken place here since the 
talks started. I was on holi- 
day. When I came back two 
weeks ago, I must say I 
thought I was coming to a 
■new place,” a diplomat re- 
marked. 

Iraqis have no time to 
brood over who won or lost 
the Gulf war when U.S.-led 
multinational forces ended 
Iraq's seven-month occupa- 
tion of Kuwait. For many 
people now is the rime to add 
previously unattainable items 
like 'meat and chicken to the 
shopping list — thanks to the 
oil talks which have brought 
essential commodities within 
reach. 

Few would respond to 
questions on their opinion of 
last week's killing of defect- " 


ing Lieutenant-General Hus- 
sein Kamel, his two brothers 
and their father following the 
defectors* surprise return to 
Iraq from Jordan. 

Iraq evendid not bother to 
' react To rohdenihation by 
foreign countries of the loll- 
ing of the defectors, who 
were reported by Iraqi media 
to have been murdered by 
kinsmen restoring the honour 
of the family. 

It no longer matters 
whether Kuwait is part of 
Iraq or not. Hostile attitudes 
by countries now pass almost 
unnoticed. 

After more than five years 
of economic and political 
isolation Iraqis have with- 
drawn into themselves. 

On Wednesday state-run 
newspapers, gave more, space 
to comments on the food-for- 
oil talks with the U.N. and 
Iraq’s crude oil production 
and export capabilities than 
the commemoration of the 
end of the Gulf war. 

Remarks by Oil Minister 
Amir Rasheed on Tuesday 
that Iraq was satisfied with 
the outcome of the first 
round of oil talks and would 
continue discussing ways to 
allow Iraq to resume partial 
oil sales slashed prices in 
Baghdad by almost half. 

One kilogramme of flonr 
dropped to 300 dinars front 
600 and sugar fell a similar 
amount. ’ 

If the talks succeed Iraq 
will be permitted to export oiL 
worth $2 billion each six 
months. At Sug A1 Thu- 
latha, an open market in the 
heart of Baghdad, vendors 


discussed loudly how much 
each Iraqi would get if the oil 
(foal goes through. 

“We are expecting a new 
life, a new future... this place 
has been like a beehive since 
the oil talks started... almost 
everybody has the ability to 
buy now. That is big 
change,” said Firas Sahib. 

Iraq has the world's second 
largest reserves of oil after 
Saudi Arabia. 

The prospect of its return 
to oil markets, after more 
than five years of blockade, 
has had an immediate impact . 
on Iraq's currency and eco- 
nomy. The' Iraqi dinar dumps 
and soars on news of oil talks. 
So do prices of essential com- 
modities. 

From about 3,000 .to the 
U.S. dollar, the dinar is now 
hovering at about 700 on the 
spot market. 

Happy shoppers at Thu- 
lattaa market carried eggs, 
foreign cheese, butter, 
chocolates and biscuits. Some 
had baskets full of oranges 
and apples. Others were con- 
tent with the few kilogram- 
mes of sugar, rice and flour 
they could afford to buy. 

You needed to remind 
them that Feb. 28 was the 
fifth anniversary of the end of 
the Gulf war which they lost' 
to the allies. Pressing for a- 
comment may backfire. 

“Who now cares about the 
war? Who cares about 
Kuwait? Who cares about 
Hussein Kamel? Who cares 
about Jordan?” shouted a 
woman when asked for her 
views on the anniversary. 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Exiled Iraqi opposition mem- 
bers called on Syria Wednes- 
day to open its border with 
Iraq, which has been closed 
for the past 16 years. 

“We asked for the opening 
of the border so Iraqis can 
travel via Syrian airports and 
ports,” said Meshaan Juburi, 
an Iraqi Sunni opponent, af- 
ter talks with Syrian Vice 
President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam. 

“Those who think that an 
opening of borders consti- 
tutes support for the Iraqi 
regime are mistaken,” added 
Mr. Juburi, who fled Iraq in 
1990 after be was accused of 
plotting to assassinate Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. 

Syria and Iraq, which-'are 
ruled by rival branches of the 
Baath party, broke off ties a t 
the staff ' of the 1980-1988 
Iraq-Iran "war, in which 


Damascus supported Tehran. 

Mr. Juburi said Mr. Khad- 
dam promised to study the 
idea of opening die border 
with other countries in the 
region, taken to mean Iran, 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. 

“We stressed to Mr. Kbad- 
dam the important role Syria 
has in ending the current 
situation in Iraq,” the Iraqi 
opponent said. 

He said^he murder of two 
Iraqi defectors after their re- 
turn to Baghdad last week 
proved “the impossibility of 
trusting Saddam.” 

Wednesday's meeting was 
also attended by another 
opposition member, former 
Iraqi intelligence chief Wafik 
Samarrai who defected to 
Syria in 1994. 

Iraq's only link to the out- 
side world is Jordan. .It has. 
been under U.N. economic 
sanctions since its 1990 inva- 


U.S. Congress is seen supporting 
military role in Golan peace deal 


Sudan: No sabotage in plane crash 


KHARTOUM (AP) — 
Sudan has ruled out sabotage 
in the crash of a military 
plane that killed all 91 people 
aboard, Egyptian and 
Sudanese news agencies said 
Wednesday. 

Egypt's Middle East News 
Agency (MENA) quoted 
Major General Mohammad 
Abdul Kader. the spoeksman 
for the Sudanese armed 
fences, as saying investigators 
belieyed a mechanical prob- 
lenrwas to blame. 

“The accident was caused 
by a technical fault and was 
not the result of any deliber- 
ate act of sabotage.” he said. 

The Hercules transport 


plane had been cleared to 
land at Khartoum airport 
when it slammed into the hills 
near the village of Jabal Au- 
lia. 38 kilometres south of the 
capital Monday. 

Sudanese television broad- 
cast footage of the crash site 
showing mangled wreckage 
and bodies scattered over a 
large area. 

The army quoted witnesses 
as saying the plane was in 
flames as it went down, and 
the Egyptian news agency 
said the pilot was in contact 
with air traffic officials until 
right before the crash. 

The transport was en route 
from Obeid, 380 kilometres 


southwest of Khartoum. 

The Sudanese news agency 
and Sudanese television 
quoted Gen. Abdul Kader as 
saying 91 people were killed. 

Earlier, the Egyptian news ' 
agency had quoted Gen. 
Abdul Kader as saying 90 
people were killed, and initial 
reports put the death toll at 
70. But the Sudanese news 
agency, which carried the 
names of all 91 victims, said a 
young student boarded at the 
last minute. 

The agency said 35 of the 
-91 passengers were civilians, 
including 14 women. The rest 
were believed to be soldiers. 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Lee H. Hamilton, the rank- 
ing Democratic member of 
the House Committee on In- 
ternational Relations, pre- 
dicted here Tuesday that the “ 
U.S. Congress will ultimately 
approve the placement of 
American troops on the 
Israeli-occupied Golan 
Heights in the event of a 
Syrian-Isracli peace accord. . 

He said Congressional ac- 
tion would come only to save 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess from collapsing and if 
requested by the two sides. 

Syrian and Israeli officials 
were scheduled to resume 
their direct negotiations with 
U.S. participation at a sec- 
luded area outside Washing- 
ton on Wednesday. 

Representative Hamilton’s 
remark came in response to a 
question about a reported 
Israeli request for S12 to $15 
billion in U.S. assistance to 
consider “coming down” 
from the Golan Heights, 
which it seized from Syria in 
the 1967 war., 

- - The issue was raised at a ■ 
conference examining U.S.. 
development assistance to 
the Middle East. The confer- 
ence was the tenth in a series 
organised on Capitol Hill by 


the Middle East Policy Coun- 
cil, headed by former Senator 
George McGovern. 

Rep. Hamilton predicted 
Congressional approval if the 
president put forward a prop- 
osal to die U.S. Congress 
saying that the Middle East 
peace process will collapse 
unless American troops pat-' 
rol the strategic Golan 
Heights overlooking north- 
ern Israel. 

“We’ll ' approve it," he 
stressed. 

The State Department has 
not publicly addressed this 
issue. U.S. official said. The 
U.S. efforts, they added, 
have concentrated on getting 
Israel and Syria to work out a 
basic agreement. 

As far as the reported 
Israeli request, the congress- 
man, who had previously 
served as the chairman of the 
House Committee on Fore- 
ign Affairs, wondered where 
tiie money could come from 
in the event of an Israeli 
request since "we are not 
going to increase these re- 
sources.”" 

However, he continued, 
"at the end of the day we 
seem to find the resources we 
need, one way or the other.” 

Rep. Hamilton noted that 


he had advised the Clinton 
administration “that they 
better get cranked up on this 
issue (of troops on the Golan 
Heights) "because there are 
strong elements, in the coun- 
try, and m this city, today 
that are working to defeat 
that possibility." “ 

He acknowledged that this 
proposition is difficult “for 
the administration to deal 
with right now because you 
do not have a specific agree- 
ment or a proposal.” 

Rep. Hamilton, who at one 
point was considered for the 
position of secretary of state 
at the beginning of the Gin- 
ton administration, noted 
that the United States “has 
invested huge amounts of 
time, energy and resources” 
into the Middle East. 

After noting the continuity 
of U.S. foreign policy on the 
Middle East and bipartisan 
support for it, Rep. Hamilton 
observed: 

. -“Gan -you imagine any- 
^problem taking a secretary of 
state’s time to the point of 17 
trips to^deai: with a! bilateral 
problem between Israel, and 
Syria? I mean that is just 
mind-boggling. Is it warth- 
while? I think it is. Some might 
disagree with that.” 


U.N. body lauds regional cooperation in fight against drugs 


By Cathy King 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Close coopera- 
tion in drug control among- 
Jordan. the Palestinian 
National Authority, Egypt 
and Israel was noted in a 
report released Wednesday 
by the International Narco- 
tics Control Board (INCB). 

Focusing on the "enor- 
mous difficulties" to combat 
illicit drug abuse and traffick- 
ing. the INCB report for 1995 
pointed to global economic 
integration, the opening of 
borders and deregulation of 
trade as facilities for interna- 
tional drug trafficking. . 

In its regional update for 
West Asia, INCB said it 
“highly appreciated the close 
cooperation in the field of 
drug control (among) Egypt, 
Israel and Jordan and"*the 
Palestinian Authority, as well 
as their cooperation with 
UNDCP ( United Nations In- 
ternational Drug Control 
Programme). 

Interaction between 
LWDCP and the four parties 
was promoted during an 
operational technical work- 
ing group held last July in 


■Cairp. 

Israel “has experienced a 
"sharp increase in the abuse 
of LSD" (lysergic acid dieth- 
■ylmide — a hallucinogen)” 
that correlates with such de- 
velopments in several Euro- 
pean countries. But the re- 
port added that the Israeli 
government had launched 
“demand reduction program- 
mes.”- • - 

These include preventive 
programmes conducted in 
schools, different treatment 
and rehabilitation possibili- 
ties. the active involvement 
of the media and special 
programmes for various 
ethnic and religious groups. 

While appreciative of simi- 
lar efforts in some other 
countries. INCB said it “de- 
plores the lack of demand 
reduction activities in many 
countries in West Asia.” It 
called upon governments of 
the region to consider pre- 
ventive programmes a prior- 
- ity -issue and to seek the 
assistance of UNDCP, the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) and non- 
govemmental organisations 
in that task. 

Previously unknown drug 


trafficking routes and trans- 
hipment points were also dis- 
covered in western Asia. Ex- 
amples cited the diversion of 
acetic anhydride, a chemical 
used in the conversion of 
morphine to heroin, through 
the region. 

Since mid-1994, Turkey 
seized 50 tonnes of acetic 
anhydride — enough to 
manufacture about 30 tonnes 
of heroin — of German ori- 
gin and transshiped by a com- 
pany in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). According 
to INCB, the UAE company 
said the chemical was used in 
the production of insecticides 
and antiseptics. 

Large amounts of mor- 
phine and heroin-base have 
been smuggled from Afgha-' 
nistan and Pakistan to labor- 
atories in Turkey. Many of 
these laboratories were dis- 
mantled, but others have 
been detected in Lebanon, 
INCB said. 

. Formerly, the Befca'a Val- 
ley in Lebanon was known 
for illicit crop cultivation, in- 
cluding canabis and poppies. 
The years 1991 and 1992 saw 
successful campaigns to era- 
dicte these crops, strangling 


the only source of income for 
many of the growers. 

However, UNDCP and the 
United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) initi- 
ated an integrated area de- 
velopment programme to 
alleviate resultant socio- 
economic problems. INCB 
has urged governments and 
development agencies to 
"support on-going UNDCP 
efforts aimed at preventing a 
reemergence of the illicit cul- 
tivation of narcotic plants in 
Lebanon.” 

The INCB report under- , 
lined an upswing in abuse of 
certain psychotropics or “de- 
signer drags” throughout the 
world, but particularly in the 
Middle East region. “Desig- 
ner drags” include stimulants 
like amphetamine and 
fenetylline. 

Abuse was reported in 
Israel, Lebanon, and some 
Gulf states, although INCB 
noted that some seized 
"fenetylline" was fake and 
contained only caffeine, (dis- 
appointed? Money back or 
replacement on request). 

INCB stated that in re- 
sponse to increased drug 
activity in the Gulf region. 


.law enforcement agencies of 
the Gulf Cooperation Coun- 
cil (GCC) have been coordi- 
nating crackdown efforts. 

In addition, INCB has wel- 
comed “the drafting of a new 
comprehensive drug control 
strategy by the Arab League, 
extending the strategy of the 
previous Arab convention... 
oriented mainly towards law 
enforcement, to include so- 
cial problems." 

In its report, INCB high- 
lights the weaknesses in anti- 
money-laundering legisla- 
tion. Laundered money is a 
major spin-off of the interna- 
tional narcotics trade. 

With regard to the Middle 
East, the report applauded 
the GCC for agreeing to im- 
plement recommendations 
against money-laundering. 
But it recognised that in the 
UAE, as in the rest of the 
Gulf region, “promising in- 
vestment opportunities and 
the lack of adequate legisla- 
tion offer possibilities for per- 
sons who engage in money 
laundering." 

It added that INCB “wel- 
comes the drafting of the first 
law to include measures 
against money-laundering 


and to provide for the con- 
fiscation of assets derived 
from drug trafficking activi- 
ties.” 

The prevention of money- 
laundering is seen to be a 
particular challenge to the 
vulnerable economies of de- 
veloping countries, where the 
“vast capital controlled by 
criminal groups has a strong 
potential to exacerbate cor- 
ruption in government and 
private serious." 

Because of.the internation- 
al nature of laundering, the 
report said it was essential to 
mobilise a global response. - 

The INCB is an indepen- 
dent and quasi-judicial con- 
trol organ for the imple-- 
mentation of United Nations - 
drag control treaties. It is 
financed by the U.N. but 
functions independently of it 
and world governments on 
substantive issues. 

Its mandate extends 
beyond international drugs 
control to ensure that adequ- 
ate supplies of drugs are 
available for medical and sd-1 
entific purposes and that 
leakages from legitimate 
sources to illicit traffic do not ' 


Washington extends 
Lebanon travel ban 


rion of Kuwait. 

Two army pilots and other 
officers have defected to the 
Kurdish-controlled area in 
northern Iraq, another 
opposition leader said 
Wednesday. 

Hamid A1 Bayati, spokes- 
man for the opposition Sup- 
reme Council of the Islamic 
Resistance in Iraq, said the 
pilots crossed into the Kur- 
dish zone from the 
government- control led 
Mosul province on Tuesday 
and asked the Kurdish rebels 
for protection. 

He said other senior army 
and Republican Guard offic- 
ers also have moved into 
Kurdish areas in recent days 
after the killing of Hussein 
Kamel A1 Majid and his 
brother, Saddam Kamel Ai 
Majid, in Baghdad last Fri- 
day. 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
The State Department has 
extended the ban on travel to 
Lebanon for another six 
months, Assstaat: Secretary 
Robert Pcftetrcau announced 
Tuesday at a hearing before 
the Senate Foreign Relations 
Subcommittee on Near East- 
ern and South Asian Affairs. 

“The travel restrictions are 
a result of continuing con- 
cerns about the security 
threat to American citizens,” 
Mr. PeQetreau stated. 

“In our judgement, Leba- 
non today continues to be a 
dangerous place for Amer- 
icans. Lebanon remains a 
safehaven fo r arm ed, orga- 
nised groups with a demons- 
trated history of terrorist 
attacks against Americans. 
These include HizboIIah, the 
Abu Nidal Organisation, and 
the FFLP-GC,” he said. 

U.S. concern over Leba- ' 
nan’s inability to control Hiz- 
boIIah was underscored by 
remarks made at the bearing 
by Bruce Riedel, the deputy 
assistant secretary of defence 
for Near Eastern and South 

Asian Affair s. 

“HizboIIah remains the 
greatest threat to the U.S. 
presence, in Lebanon,” Mr. 

' Riedel remarked. “HizboIIah 
remains - a well-organised, 
well-armed and funded mili- 
tia with a .sizeable and profes- 
sional terrorist capability. It 
retains dose connections to 
Iran and remains a serious 
potential danger to U.S. in- 
terests.” 

Despite the progress the 
Lebanese Armed Forces 
have made over the past few 
years, “the Lebanese military ' 
are not in a position to 


guarantee the safety of 
Americans, official or unoffi- 
cial,” he added. 

“Ultimately, we' hope the 
Lebanese Aimed Forces win 
be able to control the whole 
of Lebanon, bat this wiD re- 
quire new political realities in 
the region. The U.S. wiQ 
continue to work for a com- 
prehensive and lasting re- 
gional peace — and for a 
sovereign Lebanon free of afi 
foreign forces." 

The case for lifting the 
travel ban was put forth by a 
number of U.S. senators and 
congressmen. Senator 
Spencer Abraham (Republi- 
can, Michigan), who is intro- 
ducing legislation to replace 
the travel ban by a travel 
advisory, stressed that the 
current policy “adversely 
affects the national interests 
of the United States” by pre- 
venting most U.S. compa n i e s 
from participating in the re- 
construction of Lebanon. 

For this reason, Mr. Abra- 
ham proposed the creation of 
“a new waiver category 
whereby U.S. bus iness per- 
sonnel would be permitted to 
travel to Lebanon for busi- 
ness purposes.” 

Senator Bob Graham 
(Democrat, Florida) echoed 
Abraham’s concern that 
American business is losing 
out to its European competi- 
tors in the potentially lucra- 
tive field of Lebanese recon- 
struction work. “It is in the 
United States’ interest to play 
' a role in the economic, poll- . 
tical and social reconstruction 
.of Lebanon. Onr self- 
imposed travel restrictions 
will effectively shut us out of 
this process.” 
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More than 3,200 qualify 
to run in Iran eletions 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — 
More than 3,000 hopefuls 
have won final approval to 
run for general elections in 
Iran next week, the Interior 
Ministry said Wednesday. 

A definitive list of 3,228 
candidates eligible for the 
270-seat parliament was pub- 
lished. in the .'Official press. 
Campaigning is tirbegnr offi- 
cially on Thursday 'and wflj 
last until 24 hours before, the 
March 8 polls. 

Some 421 "hopefuls,. includ- . 
ing the daughter of President 
Ah' Akbar Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani, Faezeh Hashemi, will 
contest the 30 seats allocated 
for Tehran. 

Four personalities dose to 
the main opposition Libera- 
tion Movement of Iran ' 
(LMI), including Abolfazl 
Bazargan, nephew of the late 
LMI leader Mebdi Bazargan, 
are also running for Tehran 
seats. 

Mebdi Bazargan was the 
first prime minister in the 
interim government after the 
1979 Islamic revolution. The 
LMI, which espouses liberal ■ 
democratic views, is an illegal 
but tolerated movement. 

The other liberal hopefuls 
are: The former head of the 
budget and planning orga- 
nisation in Bazargan 's gov- 
ernment, Ezatollah Sahabi, 
and university professors ■ 
Mohammad Basteh-NegaJr 
and Hussein Farid-Alam. 

However three LMI mem- 
bers, who had received an 
initial approval earlier this 
month to ran, were rejected 
in a second screening, includ- 
ing LMI secretary general 
and former foreign minister, 
Ebrahim Yazdi. 

Twelve other LMI hope- 
fuls were eliminated in the 
first stage. 

Besides the liberals, y or- 
al members of Islam: left- 
wing groups have also made a 
comeback, after being side- 
lined from power in the last 


parliamentary elections in 
1992. 

However, the two main 
forces are the Islamic con- 
servatives, headed by the in- 
fluential speaker. of parlia- 
ment, AH Akbar Nateq Nun, 
and moderates close to Mr. 
Rafsanjam. 

Of a total of 5,359 people 
who had registered to rim, 
the interior ministry declared 
more than 2,000 ineligible. 
Those approved were again 
screened by the Council of 
the Guardians, a body which 
supervises the election pro- 
cess. 

A number of groups and 
newspapers had criticised the 
barring of over 40 per cent of 
candidates at the first screen- 
ing stage, m which election 
bodies set up by .the council 
approved 2,872 candidates, 
out of 5,132 screened. 

The Council of Guardians 
had said it would screen 
candidates for their belief in 
Islam and Iran’s Islamic sys- 
tem of government, including 
the principle that it is headed 
by a supreme spiritual leader. 

There was no ^formation 
available on the electoral sta- 
tus of some top liberal and 
radical Islamist opposition 
candidates who were barred 
from running in earlier stages 
but appealed to the council. 

The daily Iran News said 
on Tuesday the supervisory 
council barred Behzad Naba- 
vi, leader of the Mujabedeen 
of the Islamic Revolution, a 
legal radical Islamist opposi- 
tion group. 

Ayatollah Ahmad Jannati, 
secretary of the Cbundl of 
Guardians, said last week the 
system -of screening candi- 
dates was needed to weed out 1 
enemies 'of the Islamic gov- 
ernment. 

Campaigning will be- 
allowed to start on Thursday 
and last for a week and must 
end two days before the vote. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-11 

PROGRAMME TWO 

13:06 Disney's Aladdin (cartoon) 

13:30 

The Lcgcnc 1 of Treasure Islands 

14:00 NBA 

15:00 The New Leave ilio Beaver 

My Secret identity 

16:00 

Doc. — Adventure* of the Old 
West 

17:09 ... Doc. — Un Jour Unc Fete 

1 7 JO Varieties — Turatara 

IWW News in French 

19:15 Magazine — Archimcdc 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 

Comedy — Carol and Company 

20:00 The Album Show 

20:45 Pride and Prejudice 

21:30 Murphy Blown 

22:00 News in English 

21-25 

Feature film: “Bclraval of Trust” 
23 -39 Scries — Matlock 

PRAYER TIMES 


04:51 

m:iu 

11:49 

15:01 

17-JI ... . 

18:48 


Fajr 

(Sunrise) Dulto 

Dhuhr 

As r 

... Maghreb 
-|>hu 


CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. Tel. Hi 0740 


Assemblies of God Church, Tot. 
h3Z7.H5. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
6374411. 

De la Salle Church Tel. hr. 1 757 
Tenrasancta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
023541. 

Anglican Chord. Tct. 652828. 
Armenian Cathode Chnrdl Tel. 

■771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261 . 

St. Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman fnfenutJowd Church Tel. 
h52526. 

Ev a n g e B c a l Lutberah Church Tel: 
824328, 

German-speaking Evangel ical Cos- 
Rregatwn Tel: 845457 
The Church of Jesns Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints Tel. h54*J?2 
Church of Nazaraw Td.675«Jl. 
The Evangelical Local Church in 
Amman 

Td. 811295 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied fry the Depart- 
ment o f Meteorology. 

. Temperatures are expected In 
rise becoming above average with 
clouds appearing at diflcreni alti- 
tudes and winds southeasterly mod- 
erate to ail ive. On Friday tempera- 
tures writ drop with skies becoming 
cloudy i» partly doudy. There will 
also he a chance fur scattered show- 
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crx and winds becoming westerly 
active- 

In Aqaba, winds will he souther- 
ly active and seas rough. 

Min ./Mas. temp. 

Amman tfiK 

Aqaba 13/25" 

Deserts 5/31 

Jordan Valley 12/24 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 13 Aqaba 22. Humidity 
readings: Amman JU per «nl. 
Aqaba 40 per ccni. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Khalit Abu Marjoub ... 7 

Dr. Osama AI Huvcini 8 

Dr. Mohammad Luhhad.ih ft 

Dr. Bilal AI Sayyid 8 

Finis pharmacy ft 

Ferduu^ pharmacy 7 

A) Ascma pharmacy ft 

N ainiukh pharmacy A 

AI Sulam pharmacy ti 

Yucuuh pharmacy ft 

Shmeisani pharmacy ft 

Nairuujh pharmacy ft 

Nnjih pharmacy ... K 


1RBID: 

Or. AhmudOanu 281741 

AI Ouds pharmacy t — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ivai AI Omari 9CH2trf» 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department ftftl 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue. A3D34I 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade fil7ll)l 

Bkmd Bank 775 121 

Highway Police 8434U2 

Traffic Police K9tijoo 

Pbblic 5ccuril> Department ftSMl 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints ftftl 17ft 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints W74i»7 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance I 121 

Overseas Calls IIIIC3CF 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repa.rs .....ft2?l"l 

Ahdah Telephone Repairs ftftl I1J1 

Jordan Television 773 11 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 i 

Water Authority ftWIcm 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 


Electric Puwer 

Company 63ft3Kl 

RJ Right Information .... IW-5321W 
Oliccn Alia Inti. Airport !)K-532Ut! 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/A 

Akik-h Maternity. J. Amn. 

6424412 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... b423ti2 

Mulhas.J. Amman n3ft!4tl 

Palestine. Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital fifty Ml 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muasher Hospital Ah7227<V 

The Islamic. Ahdali AMI 27/37 

Al-Ahlt. Ahdali ftft4|ft4/ft 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen ... 777[I)|/J 
Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafieh 775111 /2fi 

Armv.SMarkii 891611/15 

Queen Alta Hospital .... h<1224ll'5n 

Amal Hospital 6117 1 55 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery 865 1 W 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. 1 inspital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(IWJWmjfttl 

Ibn Sina Hospital {I»]98ft732 

AlHikma Modem Htnpital KNWHiwi) 
IRBHfc 

Princess Basnu ilihpiul (021275555 

Creek Cathutic Hospital HI21272275 
ibn AI Nafccs Hoipmil ilC|2J7IKI 


AQABA- 

Princess Hayo Hospital (03)314 1 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) infnrmatnuj 
department nf the Queen Alia In- 
tcrnatkual Airport Tel. (WJ5.TJUTJ- 
5. » here it should ulwan he wri- 
fied. 

ARRIVALS • 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Rights 

(Terminal 1) 


Sanaa (RJ) 

Dhohran, Riyadh (RJ) 

New Delhi (RJ ) 

Beinii (RJ) 

Muscat, Duhai(RJ) 

Colombo (RJ) - ' 

London (RJ) 

Casablanca (Rjj 

Toulouse (add) (RJ) 

Moscow (RJ) 

Athens (RJ) 

Lumpur Abu Dhabi (add) 
(RJ) 

Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ | 

Romc(RJ) 


20:15.... Abu Dhabi. AI ‘Ain (RJ) 
¥,:w Laranct (RJ) 

Other Rights (T erminal 2) 

l*: 4 ® Ahu Dhabi. Doha (GF) 

Shariqah(AH) 

Riyudh (SV) 

Dohu(Q7) 

J Duhui(EK) 

Paris. Damascus (AF) 

Beirut (ME) 

Cairo (MS) 

Istanbul (TK) 

London (KJ) 

® ,lZ5 Amsterdam (KL 1 

Royal Wings (RW) Rights 
(Marka Airport) 

Aqaba (RW) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

Moscuw(RJ) 

ti-oc "" Ar ^ lcrdjjn, ' Ch ' c >pn(RJ) 

Jr® Montreal. Toronto (RJ) 

[ =2 Romc(RJ) 

IlyS.... Abu Dhabi. AI "Ain ( RJ) 

:• Paris (RJ) 

London (Rj, 

S J CWid(RI) 

frif Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

- Jeddah (RJ) 

27 *w tfY. r.' Lamaca (RJ) 

Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta ( RJ ) 


Other Righ ts (Ter mina l 2) 

55 s5 ® Beirut. London (BA) 

K Bci '“ (ME > 

Abu Dhabi. AJ Ain. Muscul (GF) 

•3^0 Aiders (AH) 

2=“ R&(SV) 

*4:4* Istanbul (07) 

Dubai (EK) 

21:1® Cairo (MS) 

Amsterdam (ILL) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
(Marka Airport) 

Aqaba (RW) 

Aqaba (RW) 

MARKET PRICES 

Uppcnhmcr price in fils per kg. 

APP 10 Tonr.mo 

“"ana JfiO/SAQ. 

Banana (Mukammar) ...„ 4WV48G 
Banana (imported) ....... JUMV7U0 

u...: . Ml / 5» 

lvtoi iTwran ■ 

Cauliflower IVUHffil 

Cucumber* (large) I2W80 

Cucumbers (small) 250 / 150 

: CD 

Fava beans 4801300 

Garik........... ;. Iixxmuq 

Grape Fruit 251VI20 

420(300 

Marrow (large) 130/ R0 

Marrow (small) 220 / L2n 

Onion (dry) 22 IV IfiO 

Orange 3MV250 



Puppcr(hw) 480/300" 

. Pepper (sweet) SW350 







1 






News 


K Private sector gives Kabariti 

the 

, t ^<lpolicy statement a ‘thumbs up’ 

pH. 

^anon Hu.-i ®J Francesca Ciriad Times. He also stressed on ian dinar, was aJso mak 

lieu.- .r“l rtv. 1 Snecial to the Jordan 77m?r the nt-eri fnr .l. ■ , ■ 


2S’ By Francesca Ciriad 
new k Special to the Jordan Times 

r ^0n 

au « to JJ* Of AMMAN — The private 
’i nSiVe and for «- ^ clor reacted positively to 
i- Pfcace ^ W die policy statement read 
Sl gn LebaQ-*^ ! ^ Fnnic Minister Abdul 


^ ,,J rces ■ ^ Karim Kabariti before Par- 
for liament yesterday. 

^ was to'S -The Prime Minister’s 
, r _ of U-S™ fo, i jtateroent shows that he 


** s A s *e n believes that the private 
;^j C Lf )ra 0ar tl sector should have a lead- 
a ing role in rhe Kingdom's 

economy.” Haradi Tabba’ . 
ba n by p chairman of the Jordanian 
nr ' ,i 1 5 Businessmen's Association, 

s th^° r sakL - 

] a to speech. Mr. Kabar- 
ig mon ii^V *o sCmi 1*3 Firm commit- 
par^ nient to liberalising the 

Kingdom's economy and 
this reasLfW “to supporting] the private 
lro PoseX^*. sector’s efforts to increase 
sw wai^^ its capability to produce 
•by Li j J.H" better and higher quality 
! w °uldb e ?H 1 t- products.” 
to LebanTf^ " Mr. Kabariti also said 
)ur PCises. - “the government will offer 
latQr Bob r incentives and adopt lega- 


le 

? 0n of?J> 


Z w aiver r ■ 
-oy u.S Z 
i^uldb^i 

1 t0 ^bani>: 

Purposes" H 


natQr Bob r . 

|P Cra t. Floridai i u( i° D that would give 
‘ham’s conetjf; ban^ 5 m ‘tnpetus to offer 
business K l , 5 medium and long term 
* ^uropcaj) financing for industries and 
-«u r po ^naJ? especially small and medi- 
an uinrize firms.” 

-A " !l 5? “Any government look- 
: “J® ing for credibility should. 
inds.5d'f° D ° eiC: ' of *' slen 10 our 
-ebanon"^ cIaim 30(1 speed up pri- 
sed TrjJ.i UBf * vatisation process,” Mr. 
ff-vTivai. i^ Tabba' told the Jordan 


Times. He also stressed on 
the need for new markets: 
“Jordanian production 
should be more competitive 
and not depend on one or 
two markets only.” 

Mr. Tabba’ told the Jordan 
Times that “the private sec- 
tor is working very closely 
with the government" and 
is well represented in com- 
mittees studying the aboli- 
tion of custom barriers and 
economic development 
plans. 

“We are really hopeful 
that the new government 
will cut some of the red 
tape and will remove many 
bureaucratic barriers,” 
Ra’ouf Abu Jaber, a promi- 
nent businessman, told the 
Jordan Tunes. He also 
described as “obvious” Mr. 
Kabariti's intention of 
"encouraging the private 
sector’s initiatives and pro- 
jects”. 

Nasser Amad, a stock 
broker at the Amman 
Financial Market (AFMj. 
said “the choice of Mr. 
Kabariti as new Prime Min- 
ister reflects a strong will of 
developing the internal eco- 
nomic situation.” 

However. Mr. Amad criti- 
cised the recent Central 
Bank decision to increase 
interest rates. He said that 
the move, aimed at preserv- 
ing the value of the Jordan- 


ian dinar, was also making 
the market less attractive to 
the investors. Rather than 
concentrate on preserving 
the value of the dinar, the 
new government should 
concentrate on increasing 
employment and the gross 
national product. 

In his policy statement, 
Mr. Kabariti said “mone- 
tary and financial stability 
are the cornerstone in the 
quest for activating national 
and foreign investment” 
and stressed thar “the coun- 
try’s monetary' policy will 
give the highest priority to 
mantaining monetary sta- 
bility, containing inflation 
and guaranteeing the con- 
vertibility of the Jordanian 
dinar to foreign currencies 
at a stable price.” 

Mr. Kabariti also said that 
the government’s policy 
will “assure liquidity for 
the private sector”. 

According to Mr. Amad, 
200 new public sharehold- 
ing companies appeared on 
the AFM in the last three 
years, and “liquidity must 
be freed to allow them to 
work and produce.” 

“The new government 
has the potential to benefit 
the Kingdom’s economy, 
and it should depend on the 
private sector’s advise to 
take its actions,” Mr. Amad 
said. 


i-men;ary ^ 


Plaintiffs drop two cases 
against Jordan Bar Association 


By Lola Keilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Two separate 
suits contesting the validity 
of the March Jordanian Bar 
Association (JBA) elec- 
tions were- dropped Tues- 
day. ’by the parties to thd* 
suits* . ’ ■ ■» 

• Following ■ the - Marctr 
polling to elect a new coun- 
cil and president of the 
JBA, the Ministry of Jus- 
tice filed a case against the 
association challenging the 
validity of the elections 
because of the participation 
of lawyers from the West 
Bank, whom the ministry 
deemed ineligible to vote 
because the Kingdom had 
severed all legal ties with 
(he West Bank in 1988. 

Prior to the elections, then 
Minster of Justice Hisham 
Tal had instructed the JBA 
to strike all West Bank 
members from the associa- 


tion’s roster and to prohibit 
them from participating in 
the 1995 elections. 

The second suit was filed 
by attorney Khalaf Mas- 
sadeh. a defeated candidate 
in the 1995. JBA .presiden- 
tial elections/ ' Mr Mas-' 1 
iadeh ' also "comes red (her 
vafidfty bfffie : ’elections 
because he claimed that the 
internal voting regulations 
of the JBA were not fol- 
lowed during the polling. 

Mr. Massadeh, who 
intends to run for the April 
presidential by-election 
called for since JBA presi- 
dent Kama! Nasser was 
appointed as Minister of 
Administrative Develop- 
ment, told the Jordan Times 
that “ethically" he could 
not run for the presidential 
seat while he had contested 
the validity of the elected 
members of the JBA coun- 
cil, and therefore dropped 
his suit against the associa- 


tion. 

Mr. Massadeh also denied 
earlier allegations made by 
JBA Vice President Ziad 
Khasawneh that Minister of 
Justice Abdul Karim Dugh- 
rai. had asked him. to drop 
the case. “ . ' 

1 Mr. Massadeh, who met 
with Mr. Dughmion Feb. 9, 
said that his was ' merely a 
“courtesy visit” to the new 
minister. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Kha- 
sawneh confirmed that the 
235 West Bank lawyers 
registered as members of 
the JBA, would indeed par- 
ticipate in the by-elections. 
He said most of them had 
paid up their membership 
fees in order to participate 
in the polling. 

Mr. Khasawneh added 
that he does not expect the 
new government to file a 
suit against the by-elections 
because of the participation 
of West Bank lawyers. 
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Prince Faisal invited to 
aviation fair in Chile 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness 
I^rince Faisal Ben A1 Hussein Wednesday 
received an invitation to visit Santiago, the 
capital of Chile, to attend the opening cer- 
emony of an international space and avia- 
tion fair which will take place March 10. 
The invitation was delivered by Chile’s 
Ambassador to Jordan Jorge Iglesias. The 
week-long fair, which will display the lat- 
est in space and aviation technology, is 
considered one of the most important to be 
held in South America. 

Jordan readies for multi- 
lateral economic meeting 

NEW YORK (Petra) — Jordan on 
Wednesday invited the United Nations 
general secretariat to take part in the eighth 
meeting of the working group on regional 
economic development of the Arab-Israeli 
multilateral .peace talks which will be held 
Amman March 12. The invitation was 
-iWio9 5 ^ , extended bv Jordan’s Deputy Ambassador 
a AitP ortJ v to the U.N. Fuad Ayyoub in the presence of 
" vthe ambassadors of the U.S. and Russia 

I, «jboth Security Council members and co- 

iponsors of the Middle East peace process. 

Envoy head for new post 
in Tel Aviv 

-I .‘I 

1 r ' 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan’s newly 
appointed Ambassador to Israel Omar 
Rifai today leaves for Tel Aviv via the 
- r ‘“ King Hussein Bridge to assume his post. 
;Mr. Rifai said Wednesday in a statement 
.that he was proud of the confidence vested 
K -ji ; in him by His Majesty King Hussein by 

'selecting him to the post. He said he will 
*"i.> jo his uunost to contribute to the peace- 


building process and to normalising ties 
between Jordan and Israel on the basis of 
the provisions of the peace treaty signed 
between the two countries in 1994. Mr. 
Rifai succeeds Marwan Muasher, the 
Kingdom’s first ambassador to Israel, who 
was earlier this month appointed minister 
of information. Mr. Rifai, who last served 
as director of the special bureau at the 
Ministry of Foreign, is a career diplomat 
whose experience includes assignments in 
Jordan’s embassies in Washington, Lon- 
don, Cairo and Berne. Mr. Rifai was also 
closely involved in Jordan’s peace negoti- 
ations with israel that produced the Octo- 
ber 26. 1994 peace treaty. 

Rawabdeh honoured 


AMMAN (Petra) — Former Deputy 
prime Minister and Minister of Education 
Abul Raouf Rawabdeh Wednesday was | 
honoured at a ceremony held by the Min- 
istry of Education. In an address at the 
ceremony, Minister of Education Mumher 
Masri praised the achievements of his pre- 
decessor Mr. Rawabdeh. At the end of the 
ceremony, which included speeches by 
senior ministry officials, Mr. Masri pre- 
sented Mr. Rawabdeh with a token gift. 


Canada prepares for 
parliamentarians 9 visit 

AMMAN (Petra) — Upper House Of Par- 
liament Speaker Ahmad Lawzi Wednesday 
met with Canada’s ambassador to Jordan 
Michel de Salaberry and discussed with 
him issues related to an planned visit to 
Jordan by a Canadian parliamentary dele- 
gation. The delegation, due to arrive in 
Amman on April 2, will be headed by the 
Canadian senate speaker. 
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Ministry will aim to balance investment ambitions, 
increased tourism to sites — prime minister 


By Cathy King 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Addressing 
Parliament Wednesday, 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti spoke of 
tourism promotion and 
development to increase 
foreign revenue. 

The government, said the 
Mr. Kabariti in his policy 
statement to both chambers, 
intended to open four 
offices around the world to 
promote the Kingdom to 
important tourist markets. 

“The marketing of Jordan 
will be conducted by the 
private sector and the Jor- 
dan Tourism Board (JTBV 
he said. 

Acting JTB Executive 
Director David O’Connor 
said he was pleased with 


PLOUGHING AWAY: 
Amman Mayor Mam- 
douh Abbadi Wednesday 
inspects the first day of 
work by Amman Munici- 
pality engineers who 
! started digging opera- 
tions for the construction 
of a 340-metre, four-lane 
vehicle-tunnel under 
Jabal Amman's Fifth Cir- 
cle. The tunnel, which 
will be called Prince 
Faisal TXmncI, is expected 
to be completed in 60 
days. Road closings and 
detours were published in 
the local press on Tbesday 
with an accompanying 
map. Dr. Abbadi told the 
Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, that the tunnel, 
which was one of the 
municipality ’s priority 
projects for 1996, was nec- 
essary to ease traffic con- 
gestion in the area, espe- 
cially during rush hours. 
The project will cost JD 
500,000, the mayor said. 


ihe recognition extended io 
ihe JTB. 

“The JTB has an impor- 
tant role to play, h repre- 
sents the private sector, and 
marketing the country is 
essential to the economy." 

Mr. O’Connor told the 
Jordan Times that four 
offices representing the 
JTB overseas are expected 
to be located in Paris, New 
York, Fninkfun and Lon- 
don. 

"These four locations are 
important markets for Jor- 
dan,” he said adding that 
the JTB would drive to pro- 
mote Jordan as a “culture” 
and “nature” destination. 

“We have to explain to 
(potential) visitors that Jor- 
dan is not just an archaeo- 
logical site. There is much 
more to offer. A more com- 


prehensive approach needs 
to be adopted." 

The Prime Minister speci- 
fied the need for the bal- 
anced development of Petra 
and its environs. 

‘The Ministry of Tourism 
will also attend to the 
ancient city of Petra and its 
surrounding area, aiming to 
achieve a balance between 
the private sector’s invest- 
ment ambitions in correla- 
tion with consequences of 
increased tourism to Petra.” 

“Yes, there needs to be a 
balance,” agreed Petra 
National Trust Director 
Aysar Akrawi. “And 
tourism needs to be encour- 
aged, but not at the expense 
of the site itself.” 

Ms. Akrawi noted the 
necessity to accommodate 
tourists through private sec- 


tor development, but she 
criticised emerging “obtru- 
sive development" that is 
“throttling” Petra. 

“It has to be contained 
and there must be a means 
found where the investor is 
not hurt even if it is through 
compensation.” 

Development thus far, she 
said, has ignored that the 
present infrastructure is 
unable to cope. 

“Such development will 
affect the flora, the water 
tables . . . and there are 
organisations specifically 
interested in the subject. 
Cooperation and coordina- 
tion between the private 
sector and non-governmen- 
tal organisations (NGO's) 
specialised in the field is 
essential.” 

Ms. Akrawi added that 


Petra National Trust is an 
NGO, not opposed to 
tourism, but is concerned 
with the preservation and 
conservation ■ of Petra 
National Paik. 

The government, pledged 
Mr. Kabariti, would also 
strive to create an oppor- 
tune climate for the tourism 
sector. Tourist-guide train- 
ing institutions for that pur- 
pose are to be established, 
he said. 

He added that the Min- 
istry of Tourism will review 
die classification of tourism 
establishments. The min- 
istry, according to Mr. 
Kabariti, will also mod- 
ernise tourism legislation to 
bolster its function and to 
provide an improved ser- 
vice to visitors. 
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Visiting delegation holds 
trade talks with JTA board 


Two men receive death sentences in 
Jabal Marikh double murder case 


AMMAN (Petra) — A del- 
egation representing the 
Catalonian-Spanish-Euro- 
pean-American Establish- 
ment, a non-govemmentai 
organisation based in 
Barcelona, is currently vis- 
iting Jordan for talks with 
Jordanian private sector 
representatives on scopes 
of cooperation. 

The delegation was 
received Tuesday by Chair- 
man of the Board of Direc- 
tors of the Jordan Trade 
Association (JTA) Bass am 
Saket and board members. 

The visitng team said at 
the meeting that it was 
intent on expanding the 
scope of trade between Jor- 
dan and Spain in 
exchanged commodities 
such as construction mater- 
ial, office and home furni- 
ture, plastic material, food 
supplies, chemical materi- 
als and other items. 

It was agreed between the 


two sides to have Jordan act 
as a link between their 
establishment and neigh- 
bouring countries, especial- 
ly the Palestinian self-rule 
areas. 

The Spanish side was 
briefed on new economic 
and financial legislation 
aimed at attracting 
investors to the Kingdom 
by Dr. Saket who stressed 
that Jordan has been seek- 
ing to liberalise its econo- 
my and to open new mar- 
kets for its exports. 

He also briefed the visit- 
ing delegations on the role 
of his society, saying it 
includes as members 
investors and industrialists 
who are interested in devel- 
oping the Jordanian econo- 
my. 

The association, he said, 
is diligently working to 
help institutions and 
investors export tbeir com- 
modities. 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Criminal 
Court Wednesday sen- 
tenced two men to death in 
the case of a double murder 
in Jabal Marikh in Amman 
in October 1994. 

Jamal Najar, 23 was 
found guilty of the premed- 
itated murder of his father 
Mahmoud Najar, 61, and 
for the attempted murder of 
his sister-in-law, Sawsan 
A., 23, on Nov. 1, 1994. 

The second convict, Mah- 
moud Adib. 24, a close 
friend of Jamal Najar, was 
sentenced to death for 
killing Sawsan and for 
complicity in the murder of 
Mahmoud Najar, according 
to the court. 

The prosecution said, a 
friend of Jamal Najar 
informed him that his sis- 
ter- in-law had had an affair 
with another man and that 


his father knew about it and 
was protecting his daugh- 
ter-in-law. 

In his confession to 
police. Najar said he killed 
both his father and sister- 
iD-law to cleanse his fami- 
ly's honour. 

Bui the prosecution also 
charged that Najar plotted 
to kill his father for finan- 
cial reasons. 

In presenting its case 
against Adib, the prosectu- 
tioo said the defendant 
agreed to participate in the 
murders because Sawsan 
bad once rejected his pro- 
posal of marriage. 

Establishing a case of 
premeditation, court docu- 
ments said Najar and Adib 
purchased a gun 15 days 
before the murders were 
committed. 

On Nov. 1 , the court said, 
Najar went to his father's 
bouse, shot his father in the 
bead while he was sleeping, 


went to Sawsan’ s room and 
shot her twice in the head, 
then left the house. 

Najar then met with Adib, 
told him what he had done, 
and the two men returned to 
the murder scene, the court 
said. 

The defendants, said the 
court, found Sawsan was 
still alive. 

According to the prosecu- 
tion, Adib drew a knife and 
stabbed the woman twice in 
the back, then both defen- 
dants fled the house. 

Police an-ested the Najar 
and Adib two days after the 
murder was committed 

The two sentences hand- 
ed down Wednesday are the 
fourth and fifth death 
penalties to be announced 
since the beginning of Jan- 
uary. 

Both verdicts will auto- 
matically be reviewed by 
the Court of Cassation 
within 30 days. 
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. ■ FILMS . 

* “Malcolm X,” at the American Center on Thursday, at 5:00 

p.nu 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Works by Iraqi artist Himat Mohammad Ali entitled, ‘Medi- 
tation” at Darat A1 Funun, Jabal Weibdeh, (until March 28). 

* Engravings by French artists at the French Cultural Centre 
(until Feb, 29). 

♦Abstract (plastic) art by Syrian artist Nazexn Haxndan at the 
Royal Cultural Centre (until March 5> 

♦Abstract (plastic) art by Syrian artist Nazem Hamdan at the 
Royal Cultural Centre (until March 5). 

* Abstract (plastic) art by Mirvat Emile Wahhab at the Hous- 
ing Bank Complex Galleiy (until March 5), 

* Paintings by Jordanian and other Arab artists at Alia Art 

Gallery (until March 5). ... * 


Hotel iSuite« 
Restaurant* 

The pleasant lunch or dinner at as affordable price 
fun, food and passion, But the fun is basically in A GOOD MEAL 

V — fta/o Med Cuisine Affordable Prices m 



‘ lurino Restaurant 
Best ingredients of food in Town 
No microwave healing of pre - cooked food! 
Nothing quite like it in town 
Now in it's third year of success ! 

No instant formula for gourmet cooking!! 
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Russia officially becomes 


Council of Europe member 


STRASBOURG (AFP) — Russia officially became the 
39th member of the Council of Europe Wednesday, setting 
up a new landmark in the post-cold war era. 

At a solemn ceremony here, Russian Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov handed over documents to the council’s 
Secretary-General Daniel Tarschys pledging membership in 
the pan-European organisation created in 1949 to promote 
democracy and human rights. 

Russia's membership “opens a new chapter in the histoiy 
of Russia, the Council of Europe and the entire continent,” 
Mr. Primakov said. “We fully understand that the member- 
ship statute means important commitments for Russia.” 

He added that he had every reason to expect that the con- 
ventions be signed Wednesday would be ratified in 
Moscow as soon as possible. 

Mr. Tarschys, for his part, said Russia's membership was 
“additional proof that the postwar era was coming to an end 
and we are entering a period of close European coopera- 
tion.” 

“in areas where problems persist, we agreed to woik 
together in a spirit of cooperation,” Mr. Tarschys added. 
“And Russia's integration in many European structures will 
allow us to undertake joint efforts to push forward our com- 
mon values." 

The nearly four-year wait between Russia’s membership 
application on May 7, 1992, and its official entry into tire 
oldest pan-European body was the longest for any Central 
or Eastern European country. 

The record period, marked by the suspension of the appli- 


cation for several months in 1995 because of the Chechen 
conflict, underscored the reluctance of many council mem- 
bers concerned about human rights and democracy in 
Russia. 

But concern that isolating Russia could threaten peace 
and stability in Europe finally convinced most council 
members to vote in favour of Russia's membership on Jan. 
25. 

Nonetheless Russia’s membership carries a long list of 
requirements. Moscow, for instance, must ratify all the con- 
ventions signed Wednesday by Mr. Primakov within one 
year. 

These include the European convention on human rights, 
the convention for the prevention of torture, a convention 
for the protection of minorities, and ajcharter offocaLgov- 
erament. - 

Moscow also must do away with the death penalty wi thin 
three years and observe a moratorium on executions. 

Membership in the council also compels Russia to ny 
those responsible for h uman rights violations in the 
Chechen conflict and reform judicial and sentencing legis- 
lation. . - — - 

Its membership into the council brings to 760 million the 
number of European citizens represented by the organisa- 
tion. — — 

At the end of the ceremony Wednesday the Russian flag 
was raised alongside the 38 other flags flying outside the 
council’s headquarters. 
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Leaders and workers of the ruling Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) of Prune 
P.£Mster Begum Khaleda Zia on a “victory” march in Dhaka, hold a portrait of Mrs. 
KisJeda’s husband Zia or Rahman aloft, after a five-day opposition-led strike ended 
vYednesday 5 afternoon. The opposition says the strike was a grand success while BNP 
saifs It was aTalltre (Reuter photo) — * » 


bmcern mounts at arrest of key 


Bangladesh opposition figures 


DHAKA (R) — Inter- 
national concern 
mounted Wednesday at 
the anest of key oppo- 
nents of Bangladesh 
Prime Minister Begum 
Khaleda Zia as an 
opposition-led strike 
shut down much of the 
country for a fifth day. 

Opposition parties — 
which said Tuesday the 
political crisis could 
lead to civil war — 
also stepped up their 
war of words with the 
Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party (BNP), easy win- 
ner of a marred general 
election on Feb. 15. 

The opposition 
shunned the poll R . 
because Mrs. Khaleda 
refused to allow a neu- . ‘ £ 
tral caretaker, adminis- . . ‘ 
■ration to supervise the ~ = 
voting and alleged that 
BNP activists had 7 - 
s-uiTed ballot boxes. 

“'Let us all take a fresh 
vow to topple this illegal 
government through a mass 
upsurge.” a statement from 
the main opposition parties 
said Wednesday. 

The BNP was quick to 
respond. “We must resist 
the heinous opposition 
plans to foil democracy and 
create anarchy,” said Mirza 
Abbas, a senior BNP leader. 

Earlier, Communications 
Minister Oli Ahmad said: 
'‘From now on all actions of 
the opposition will be 
responded to.” 
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Blood trickles down the face of a bus passenger injured in an 
explosion after suspected opposition activists hurled a bomb 
into a bus which had returned to the Dhaka streets after a 
five-day opposition-led strike ended Wednesday afternoon. 
Police say they expect more violence over the opposition's 
continued effort to topple Prime Minister Begum Khaleda 
Zia (Reuter photo) 


Since Saturday police 
have arrested six major 
opposition figures — three 
from the main opposition 
party the Aw ami League, 
two from the Jatiya Party 
and one from Jamaat-E- 
Islami. The parties are allies 
in a long-running drive 
against Mrs. Khaleda. 

They were arrested under 
the Special Powers Act, 
which aiiows detention for 
one month without trial. 

Dhaka newspapers quoted 
the U.S. State Department's 
deputy spokesman Glyn 
Davies as telling reporters 
Tuesday: “We are very 
much concerned about the 
arrests and we have made 
the concern known to the 


(Bangladesh) government.” 

The London-based human 
rights group Amnesty 
International, in a statement 
made available to Reuters, 
said: “None of the individu- 
als are believed to have 
been personally responsible 
for the commission or advo- 
cacy (of violence). They are 
therefore likely to be pris- 
oners of conscience. 

"Some are believed to be 
held injudicial custody, but 
the majority are likely to be 
detained incommuDicado in 
police stations, where ill- 
treatment occurs,” it added. 

Amnesty appealed to Mrs. 
Khaleda and Bangladesh 
President Abdur Rahman 
Biswas to release the 
detained politicians. 

Reporters Sans Frontieres, 
based in France, con- 
demned the arrest of Anwar 
Hossain Manju, secretary- 
general of the Jatiya Party 
and one of the six opposi- 
tion figures, who is also edi- 
tor of the largest-circulation 
daily Ittefaq. 

In fresh reports of vio- 
lence. police said two cars 
from the Japanese embassy 
were fire-bombed on the 
way to Dhaka airport 
Tuesday. “One passenger 
was slightly injured,” police 
said. Embassy officials 


were not available for com- 
ment 

An opposition “non-coop- 
eration” campaign, intended 
to disrupt the country fol- 
lowing the Feb. 15 poll, has 
shut down most transport 
ports, schools, banks and 
offices. 


The opposition, which 
wants another election held 
in three months under a 
neutral authority, Monday 
extended its “non-coopera- 
tion" strike until 
Wednesday afternoon. 

It has also said the politi- 
cal stalemate could lead to 
civil war. “The government 
has shunned democratic 
norms and assumed an auto- 
cratic character. It has 
armed its followers and 
deployed them on the 
streets to face opponents," 
said a statement issued after 
a joint meeting of the par- 
ties Tuesday. 

‘These have sharply dete- 
riorated law and order and 
disrupted rule of law, which 
together are pushing the 
country towards a civil 
war." 

Nine people have been 
lulled and more than 400 
injured in sporadic strike- 
related violence since 
Saturday, police said. 


Opposition 
pushes Asia 
ties in runup 
to elections 


CANBERRA (R) — The 
Australian conservative 
opposition, bidding to end 
Labour’s 13 years in power 
in Saturday’s national elec- 
tions, Wednesday promised 
voters a better, richer 
Australia with stronger ties 
to booming Asia 
Opposition leader John 
Howard, in a key televised 
speech, said his 
Liberal/National Coalition 
would make Australia a 
bridge for the rest of the 
world to the fast-growing 
Asian region. 

, While Mr. Howard paint- 
ed a vision ’for the future 
here in the country’s capi- 
tal, his arch political rival 
Prime Minister Paul 
Keating was involved in a 
midair scare as be dashed 


across country trying to 
woo disaffected voters in 
key marginal seats. 

Mr. Keating’s army heli- 
copter was slightly dam- 
aged as it clipped trees in 
northern Queensland state 
but neither the Labour 
leader nor the 14 others on 
board were injured, a 
spokesman for Mr. Keating 
said. 

While Mr. Keating was 
stepping up his bid to claw 
back the opposition's lead 
in opinion polls, Mr. 
Howard told the National 
Press Club that Australia’s 
future was linked to Asia, 
echoing Labour’s own 
policies on stronger ties 
with the region. 

“We should see our eco- 
nomic and political future 
as very much tied up in it 
(Asia),” Mr. Howard said. 

“We will certainly be 
intensifying the economic 
and political links between 
Australia and our region.” 

Mr. Howard, 56, offered 
Australians a vision of a 
fairer country with a 
renewed emphasis on fami- 
ly values, and growing 
prosperity fuelled by eco- 
nomic and labour reforms 
and a programme to tackle 
high rates of youth unem- 
ployment. 

“1 seek with proper 
humility the opportunity of 
having the greatest privi- 
lege that any Australian can 
aspire to, and that is to 
occupy the prime minister- 
ship of this country,” he 
said. 

“People are entitled to 
honest, efficient govern- 
ment, they're entitled to 
better government,” be 
added 

“Whilst I can’t offer you 
a perfect world, I will com- 
mit myself and my all to 
making life better for all 
Australians.” 

Mr. Keating, the architect 
of Australia’s push into the 
dynamic economies of 
Asia, had warned voters a 
Howard government would 
turn its back on the region. 

But Mr. Howard said 
Australia could streng-tben 
ties with the rest of the 
world without hurting its 
important relations with its 
Asian neighbours. 



Taiwan President Lee Teng-Hui offers a wreath during a ceremony Wednesday in 
Thipei commemorating the anniversary of a 1947 massacre of the people by govern- 
ment troops. The massacre, stSD one of the island’s most divisive political issues, killed 
at least 18,000 when Nationalist soldiers from China crushed rioting by native 


Taiwanese (Reuter photo) 


Taiwan protesters burn 


effigy of Chiang Kai-Shek 


TAIPEI (R) — Hundreds of Taiwanese pro- 
testers beat and burned an effigy of late 
President Chiang Kai-Shek Wednesday 
while thousands more gathered to com- 
memorate file anniversary of a 1947 mas- 
sacre by government troops. 

In a mock sacrificial service at a park in 
Taipei, former legislator Stella Chen led 
protesters armed with sticks who pum- 
melled a plastic effigy of Chiang, draped 
with a banner reading “prosecuting the 2-2- 
8 murderer”. 

The protesters then burned Chiang’s effi- 
gy along with one of General Peng Meng- 
Cbi. 

Chiang, Nationalist Party leader, and 
Peng have been accused of directing the “2- 
2-8 massacre” in which Nationalist troops 
from China killed native Taiwanese rioters 
in a systematic reign of terror that began on 
Feb. 28, 1947. 

Thousands of relatives of massacre vic- 
tims attended a solemn commemorative 
ceremony in the same park, symbolically 
changing its name to “2-2-8 Memorial 
Park” from “Taipei Park”. 

President Lee Teng-Hui, who last year 
apologised to the people on behalf of the 
Nationalist government for the first" time, 
and Premier Lien Chan attended the cere- 


mony. 

Mr. Lien urged the people to continue foe 
beating process. 

"The government hopes that the people 
can turn sadness into strength and together 


work to create a peaceful, bright future,” 
Mr. Lien said in a speech. 

The massacre, in which a government 
report estimated that at least 18,000 people 
died, was a taboo subject for four decades 
under the Nationalists’ autocratic rule until 
Taiwan began democratic reforms in the 
late 1980s. 

The Nationalists took control of Taiwan 
after the Japanese occupation ended in 
1945. Chiang moved bis entire government 
to Taiwan after losing the Chinese Civil 
War in 1949. 

The massacre has remained one of the 
island’s most divisive political issues. It 
serves as a focus for the grievances of 
native Taiwan-bom politicians against the 
Nationalists. 

In Beijing,. China used the 49th anniver- 
sary of the 1947 uprising in Taiwan to urge 
Taiwanese to rise up arid resist any attempt 
at a permanent split with the mainland 

“The vast majority of Taiwan compatriots 
will surely cany forward the spirit of the 
“Feb. 28 uprising’ and make new contribu- 
tions to the struggle against splittism, 
Taiwan independence’, and push for reuni- 
fication,” said a commentary on the front 
page of China’s official People’s Daily. 

Beijing has viewed Taiwan as a rebel 
province since Chiang’s Nationalist army 
lost foe Chinese Civil War and fled to foe 
island in 1949. Both Taiwan and China say 
they want reunification, but under different 
terms. 


Academic becomes Taiwan 


policymaker towards China 


TAIPEI (R) - Taiwan named former gov- 
ernment spokesman Chang King-Yuh, an 
academic specialising in international rela- 
tions, as its fop policymaker Wednesday to 
handle foe strained ties with China. 

The ruling Nationalist Party approved 
Premier Lien Chan's nomination of Mr. 
Chang as chairman of the cabinet's 
Mainland Affairs Council (MAC), a party 
official said. 

“The new chairman will take office this 
afternoon,” an MAC official, said by tele- 
phone. 

Mr. Chang, 59, is the first mainland-bom 
chairman of the MAC, Taiwan’s top agency 
formulating policy towards China, from 
which it split after foe end of a civil war in 
1949. 

Former MAC Chairman Vincent Siew, 
now a legislator, resigned to run in last 
December’s parliamentary elections. 

Icy relations between Taiwan and China 
started to improve in foe late 2980s but 
plunged after President Lee Teng-Hui's 
landmark visit to foe United States last 
June. The trip outraged Beijing, which saw 
it as a move to promote Taiwan’s indepen- 
dence. 

China, which regards Taiwan as a rene- 
gade province not entitled to foreign rela- 
tions, has indefinitely postponed semi-offi- 
cial talks with Taiwan since last June. 
Taipei has repeatedly urged a resumption of 
foe talks . 

“Regarding cross-strait relations, it takes 


two to tango,” the official Central News 
Agency quoted Chang as saying. 

Mr. Chang was a regular consultant for 
President Lee on China policy when Ire was 
director of the Institute of International 
Relations at National Chengdu University 
between 1987 and 2990, local newspapers 
reported 

Government offidals bailed the decision. 

“When I was foe chairman, I frequently 
asked for his opinions in many important 
issues,” Mr. Siew said on state-funded tele- 


vision. 

“He understands Communist China’s con- 
dition very well,” Defence Minister Chiang 
Chung-Ling said. 

Taipei has said China is massing up to 
150,000 troops to stage a military exercise 
on its southeastern coastline facing Taiwan 
before the island’s inaugural presidential 
elections on March 23. 

Analysts and officials said Beijing’s 
sabre-rattling is partly intended to reduce 
support for Mr. Lee, a clear front-runner in 
foe elections. 

China vows to attack Taiwan if foe island 
drops a pledge to reunify and tries to 
declare independence instead. It fears the 
presidential elections are an attempt by 
Taiwan to chart a separatist path. 

Following Mr. Lee’s U.S. trip, Beijing 
conducted two series of missile tests in foe 
sea north of Taiwan Last July and August, 
shaking business confidence and causing a 
plunge in financial markets. 


Hashimoto ’s popularity drops in polls 


TOKYO (R) — Ryu taro Hashimoto’s pop- 
ularity has dropped sharply since he 
became Japan’s prime minister in January, 
mainly due to a plan to use taxpayers 
money to wind up ailing mortgage firms, a . 
poll published Wednesday showed. 

A poll by foe daily newspaper Asain' 
Shimbun, which surveyed 3,000 adults 
nationwide Sunday and Monday, showed 
47 per cent of 2,296 respondents supported 
Mr. Hashimoto’s cabinet, down 14 percent- 
age points from a similar poll conducted 
last month. 


Another poll conducted by foe Yomiuri 
Shimbun daily at the weekend showed sup- 
port for Mr. Hashimoto’s cabinet fell by 7.0 
percentage points to 49.9 per cent in 
February from January. Of 3,000 foe 
Yomiuri polled, 2,046, or 68 per cent, 
responded. 

Mr. Hashimoto, 58, - president of foe 
Liberal Democratic Party and the former 


trade minister, took office after his prede- 
cessor Tomiichi Murayama resigned sud- 
denly early last month. 

Since its formation, Mr. Hashimoto’s 
three-party coalition government has been 
mired in controversy over its plan to wind 
up seven debt-ridden mortgage firms, 
which involves using 685 billion Yen 
(S6.58 billion) of public money. 

The two newspapers attributed Mr. 
Hphimoto’s popularity slump to his han- 
dling of foe liquidation plan and the unclear 
outlook for foe economy. 

. The Asahi poll showed 87 per cent of 
respondents opposed using taxpayers’ 
money for the liquidation of foe firms. 

The mortgage firms were set up in the 
1970s to provide funds to homebuyere, but 
later lent aggressively for big property 
deals. The bulk of those loans soured when 
land prices plunged. 


Baby found in 
airport toilet 


LONDON (AFP) — Police 
appealed Tuesday ;for 
information on the mother 
of a new-bom baby boy 
found abandoned in a toilet 
at London’s Heathrow 
Airport Tbe seven pound 
(three kilogram) baby is in. 
good health despite having 
been dumped in a bin 
roughly one hour after he 
was born Monday. Police 
suspect his mother may 
have boarded a jet and left 
Britain immediately after 
giving birth. The baby was 
found in the “airside” area 
of foe terminal past immi- 
gration and customs; 
checks. Airport aufoarites 
were alerted after a passen- 
ger told them she could 
bear crying noises in the 
toilet area. Tbe child was 
taken to nearby Ashford 
Hospital where staff named 
him Timothy Ian after the' 
two ambulance men who 
bought him to the hospital. 
“He was abandoned when 
he was just an hour old and 
is being cared for in tbe 
special baby unit, but be is 
warm and comfortable at 
the moment,” a hospital 
spokesman said Tuesday. A 
spokesman for Scotland 
Yard said: “We would ask 
anyone who knows any- 
thing about this woman or 
the baby to contact police 
here or at Heathrow Air- 
port.” several would-be 
foster parents, touched by 
Timothy Ian’s plight, have 
nmg Ashford Hospital 
offering to adopt him, a 
hospital spokesman said. 


Power cut off at 
fire stations due to 
unpaid bills 


MANILA (AFP) — Fire 
stations in metropolitan 
Manila were left helpless 
Tuesday after a Philippine 
power company cut off 
electricity (djftem for Mj-' 
ure'to pay' the electric bill,' 
a fire official said Wednes- 
day^ Tbe Manila Electric 
Co. (Meralco) cut off po- 
wer to 14 major fire sta- 
tions for several hours 
because the Bureau Of Fire 
Protection had failed to pay 
bills from 1979 to 1984* 
Bureau of Fire Protection 
Deputy Chief Bonifacio 
Garda said in an interview 
over radio station DZMM. 
Mr. Garda did not mention 
a figure but tbe Philippine 
Daily Inquirer said tbe fire 
stations owed 36 million 
pesos ($1.38 million) to 
Meralco. Mr. Garcia, who 
assumed office in late 
1995, said he bad only 
known of tbe unpaid bills 
when be beard of foe power 
outages and that they bad 
already settled their 
accounts by late Tuesday 
with Meralco. “It’s a good 
thing no fires happened 
yesterday” Mr. Garcia 
said. Chief Inspector 
Aloveel Ferrer, spokesman 
of tbe Fire Bureau, said in 
the Philippine Star that the 
power outages put the fire 
alarms and radios out of 
commission. The power 
cuts were staggered and 
lasted several hoars, but 
not all the stations were hit 
at the same time. Power 
was restored after the bills 
were paid. 


Cockroach 
extracted from 
backpacker's ear 


SYDNEY (AFP) — One 
Swedish backpacker is 
likely to have lasting mem- 
ories of Australia after he 
awoke in a hostel 
Wednesday to find a four- 
centimetre-long (1.5-inch) 
cockroach wedged in his 
ear. An ambulance team 
was called to the Jolly 
Swagman Youth Hostel in 
the red-light district of 
King’s Cross to extract tbe 
offending insect from a 19? 
year-old man’s ear. The 
delicate task, apparently 
earned out with a pair of 
tweezers, was successful 
and the man refused any 
more treatment after ■ foe 
bizarre incident, an ambu- 
lance spokesman said. 
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Forbes’ win in Arizona throws 
Republican race wide open 
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BUJUMBURA (R) — Burundi's army said 
Tuesday Hutu rebels slaughtered 46 people 
in camps for displaced people in two 
attacks in northwestern Burundi. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Lucien Rufyiri, a 
regional commander in the Tutsi-dominated 
army, said 30 people were killed and two 
soldiers wounded in attacks Monday on dis- 
placed people and an army pos‘t in Cibitoke 
province. 

Col. Rufyiri told Reuters that Hutu rebels 
at Buganda in Cibitoke killed another 16 
displaced people last Friday. There was no 
immediate independent confirmation of the 
rebel anacks. 

‘The internally displaced people were 
killed inside their huts and shelters with 
automatic weapons and machetes, and then 
they dismembered them and mutilated their 
bodies," he said. 

I operations ^.^toks.and flejglybpuz^g, 
. ^wbanz? province, where, the anny umlw 
with. Hutu rebels and civilians arc frequent:, 
ly caught between both sides. 

He did not identity the ethnic origins of 
the dead but the army says Hutu rebels tar- 
get displaced Tutsi. Burundi, like neigh- 
bouring Rwanda, has a Hutu majority and 
Tutsi minority. 

In Rwanda in 1994, Hutu extremists 
butchered up to one million Tutsis and 
moderate Hutus. 

More than 100,000 people have been 
killed in Burundi since the 1993 assassina- 
tion by renegade Tutsi soldiers of Melchior 
Ndadaye, the country’s first freely-elected 
Hutu head of state. 

The Hutu National Council for the 
Defence of the Democracy said Monday its 
forces paralysed a power plant in the north 
of Burundi and killed 32 government sol- 


diers in three attacks. 

An official of the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees said Sunday 
hardliners among refugees living in eastern 
Zaire were using their camps as bases to 
launch attacks into neighbouring Burundi. 

In another development, Burundi’s Tutsi- 
dominated UPRONA party, which shares 
power with the Hutu-dominated FRODE- 
BU former ruling party, condemned any 
proposal for United Nations peacekeepers 
to deploy in Burundi. 

“Any military intervention in Burundi 
would be inopportune, useless and danger- 
ous for peace," said UPRONA party 
President Charles Mukasi. The army also 
opposes any foreign military intervention. 

“UPRONA asks the Security Council not 
to follow the warlike ideas of the (U.N.) 
secretary-general." Mr. Mukasi added. 
•-•Fearing- Burundi WilLdescend into wide-, 
spread •genocidal massaeres"hke- thoseiri 
RWirida; 1 UIN. Sectary Cehefal Boutros 
Ghali has proposed that an international 
rapid intervention force be assembled. 

He says the force could be stationed in 
home countries with a start-up strength of 
8,000 that could be boosted to 25,000. 

France and Britain have endorsed the pro- 
posal but have declined to offer troops. 
Washington has said it would provide logis- 
tical support but asked for more details of 
the operation. 

Selim Ahmad Selim, secretary-general of 
the Organisation of African Unity, in a 
speech to African foreign ministers 
Monday, ruled out foreign military inter- 
vention in Burundi. 

He said priority should be given to efforts 
to promote dialogue and reconciliation in 
the liny central African country. 


Republican presidential candidate Steve Forbes, his wife Sabina (right) and daughters Roberta, (left), Sabina, 
Moira and Elizabeth celebrate winning the Arizona primary in Phoenix Tuesday. Mr. Forties picked up all of the 
state s 39 delegates by defeating Senator Bob Dole and Pat Buchanan and now heads to South Carolina for that 
state’s primary (Reuter photo) 
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guel Insulza, Mr. Christo- puted border of Kashmir overnight after a (1515 GMT) on a Pakistani Rangers patrol, 

pher was scheduled to see 48-hour lull, officials here and in Islamabad who retaliated, he said. 

President Eduardo Frei and said Wednesday. After a 20-minute lull the Indians 

stroll about downtown No one was injured in the gunbattie, they resumed firing from their post, called 

Santiago during his 24- said. Chambi ial, which continued for two hours, 

hour visit. Pakistani troops opened fire at three ^ spokesman said. 
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Belgium lowers death toll 

tors to hammer out an C - Jf 

in motorway pile-up to 9 

“It’s been made quite 

clear by Senator (Robert) BRUSSELS (AFP) — city of Ghent. docsn t kill, Le Soir 

Dole and others that we’re Crisis unit officials said So far six of the dead newspaper said 

not going to get it (fast Wednesday that the have been identified: “A Wednesday. “Once more 

track) this year" said the mammoth pileup on a Frenchman, a Dutchman ^ secms that some dri- 
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India, Pakistan clash on Kashmir border 


JAMMU. India (AJFP) — India and 
Pakistani troops traded gunfire on the dis- 
puted border of Kashmir overnight after a 
48-hour lull, officials here and in Islamabad 
said Wednesday. 

No one was injured in the gunbattie, they 
said. 

Pakistani troops opened fire at three 
Indian posts in Saida wali. South Cbarwah 
and Cbotti Neck area in the Samba sector, 
about 30 kilometres from this summer cap- 
ital of Kashmir state, a Defence Ministry 
spokesman here said. 

“The Pakistanis used medium- and light- 
machine guns," the spokesman said. 

“The firefight lasted for about three hours 
and Pakistani troops fired around 5,000 
rounds. Indian troops retaliated,” the 
spokesman said. 

In Islamabad, a Pakistani Defence 
Ministry official said Indian troops engaged 
in “unprovoked" firing on the boundary in 
Sialkot area late Tuesday, but there was no 


report of any casualties on either side. 

The Indians opened fire at 8:15 p.m. 
(1515 GMT) on a Pakistani Rangers patrol, 
who retaliated, he said. 

After a 20-minute lull the Indians 
resumed firing from their post, called 
Chambi ial, which continued for two hours, 
the spokesman said. 

India and Pakistan trade fire on almost a 
regular basis across the Kashmir frontier. 
The previous big exchange of fire took 
place overnight Sunday. 

New Delhi accuses Islamabad of arming 
and training Muslim guerrillas fighting to 
end Indian rule over kashmir, where a sep- 
aratist drive has left more lhan 1 2,000 peo- 
ple dead since 1989. 

Pakistan denies the charge but- provides 
moral and diplomatic support to the insur- 
gency. 

India and P;tkistan have fought two of 
their three wars since 1947 over Kashmir. 


Belgium lowers death toil 
in motorway pile-up to 9 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — 
Crisis unit officials said 
Wednesday that the 
mammoth" pileup on a 
fog-bound highway in 
northwestern _ Belgium 
had claimed nine fives, 
not 15 as earlier reported. 

“We thought we saw 
bodies in the cars and 
there weren’t any,” an 
emergency services 
spokesman said, adding 
that more than 200 vehi- 
cles had been involved. 

Some cars burst into 
flames in the Tuesday 
morning pileup on the 
E 1 7 motorway - between 
the nonhem French city 
of Lille and the Belgian 


city of Ghent. 

So far six of the dead 
have been identified: "A 
Frenchman, a Dutchman 
and four Belgians," i he 
spokesman said, without 
naming them. Late 
Tuesday the crisis centre 
had said the six included 
one Frenchman and five 
Belgians. 

Some SO people were 
injured, the spokesman 
said, adding that all 
wrecked vehicles had 
been removed from the 
highway. 

The Belgian press said 
the accident was caused 
not only by the fog but by 
excessive speed. “Fog 


doesn’t kill," Le Soir 
newspaper said 

Wednesday. “Once more 
it seems that some dri- 
vers’ inappropriate 
speed, faced with excep- 
tional driving conditions, 
should be blamed alone," 
it added. 

The initial collision was 
between a speeding truck 
and a car, various wit- 
nesses told the press. 

Late Tuesday, King 
Albert !I and Queen 
Paola went to Ghent to 
comfort victims’ fami- 
lies. 


PHOENIX, Ariz. (R) — Millionaire publisher Steve Forbes 
has thrown the race for the Republican presidential nomi- 
nation wide open by winning the key Arizona primary. 

Seauie majority leader Bob Dole, once considered a cer- 
tainty for the nomination, won as expected in Tuesday's pri- 
maries in North and South Dakota, in his farm belt strong- 
hold. 

Mr. Forbes snatched an upset win in Arizona, (be richest 
prize of the night with 39 delegates up for grabs in a win- 
ner-takes-all primary. 

Sen. Dole came second in Arizona, not third as predicted 
by television networks, and right-wing television commen- 
tator Pat Buchanan, who had criss-crossed the state in 
search of votes for five days, was third. 

“We can, working together, rebuild the moral foundations 
of America, we can, working together, revive the American 
economy, and working together we can renew the American 
dream." a triumphant Forbes told cheering supporters in 
Phoenix Tuesday night. 

Tuesday’s primary results leave the outcome of the 
Republican race as murky as ever. Four candidates can still 
credibly say they have a chance — Dole, Forbes, Buchanan 
and former Tennessee Gov. Lamar Alexander. 

Mr. Alexander did not campaign heavily in the Dakotas 
and Arizona, concentrating instead on the south which 
holds primaries in the coining week. 

Political commentators said Tuesday’s result will dash 
Sen. Dole's hope that Mr. Forbes or Mr. Alexander would 
drop out of the race soon, allowing anti-Buchanan forces in 
the party to unite behind Sen. Dole. 

Arizona's Republican Gov. Fife Symington predicted the 
Republican race could go all the way to the nominating 
convention in August. “This turns the Republican race on 
its ear. We’re going to have an all-out race all the way to the 
convention,” he said. 

Mr. Forbes scoffed at pundits who he said had written his 
political obituary offer his disappointing showing in last 
week’s New Hampshire primary. Mr. Forbes has bounced 
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back with wins in last Saturday’s Delaware primary and 
now Arizona. 

Mr. Forbes’ win put him in the lead in (he delegate count 
with 60. Mr. Buchanan had 39 and Sen. Dole 35. A total of 
996 convention delegates are needed to win the Republican 
Domination to challenge President Bill Ointon in the Nov. 
5 election. 

Mr. Clinton faces no internal opposition for the 
Democratic nomination and is projected by polls as beating 
any of his prospective Republican rivals. 

Exit polls showed that taxes were an important issue for 
many Arizona primary .voters and many of them cast their 
votes for Mr. Forbes, whose campaign focuses on replacing 
the current income tax system with a single “flat tax." 

The turnout in Arizona’s first primary was about 30 per 
cent, far higher than expected. 

Sen. Dole blamed his Arizona defeat on Mr. Forbes’ 
heavy spending in the state and accused Mr. Forbes of try- 
ing to buy the election. Mr. Forbes, who is using his family 
fortune to finance his campaign, has spent up to $4 million 
in Arizona. 

But Sen. Dole said be was happy with his wins in North 
and South Dakota, near his home state of Kansas. 

“We won two out of three. We’re back in the winning col- 
umn. It feels good." be told reporters in Washington. 

Mr. Buchanan acknowledged disappointment with his 
loss in Arizona, but be did pick up 10 delegates in the 
Dakotas. 

Mr. Buchanan’s loss in Arizona was a setback. He had set 
considerable store on winning in the conservative state with 
his anti-illegal immigration message and his calls for barri- 
ers against unfair trade competition. 

Sen. Dole shook up his campaign staff Monday to refocus 
his message after his campaign was rocked by surprise 
defeats to Mr. Buchanan in New Hampshire last week and 
to Mr. Forbes in Delaware Saturday. 

The next primajy will be held Saturday in South Carolina. 

| Gorbachev ‘100 % sure’ 
j of standing for president 
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French President Jacques Chirac bows while Singapore 
Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong stands at attention 
after the two country’s national anthems were played 
Wednesday at Singapore’s Changi Airport. Mr. Chirac 
arrived here Wednesday morning to begin an Asian 
visit during which he is expected to cast himself as a 
travelling salesman for French industry and a self-pro- 
claimed champion of nuclear disarmament (Renter 
photo) 

Chirac: Asia-Europe 
summit should promote 
understanding 

SINGAPORE (AFP! — French President Jacques Chirac 
urged Asian and European leaders Wednesday to forge a 
“new relationship" at their upcoming summit and said both 
sides must work to dispel “misunderstandings and doubts." 

The French leader, on an official visit to Singapore 
before the 25-nation Asia-Europe summit in Bangkok, 
paid tribute to his host Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong for 
initialing the historic meeting during a 1994 visit to 
France. 

Mr. Chirac was launching an Asian diplomatic and trade 
offensive one month after declaring an end to controversial 
nuclear tests in the South Pacific. 

“In Bangkok, we must succeed in establishing a dialogue 
and dispelling misunderstandings and doubts. Let us get to 
know each other. Let us strengthen our complimentarities. 
Let us build together the indispensable Euro-Asian part- 
nership," Mr. Chirac said. 

‘The Bangkok summit must be the starting point of this 
new relationship." 

European officials and non-government organisations 
have called for touchy questions like human rights, 
Indonesia’s rule over Portugal’s former colony East Timor, 
and labour standards in Asia to be taken up at the summit. 

But Asian officials, whose booming economies offer a 
huge market for Europe, warn that emphasis on such sen- 
sitive topics could sidetrack the summit. 

The Singapore premier echoed Mr. Chirac’s call for 
cooperation. 

“With a clearer understanding of each other's economic, 
cultural, political and social situations, Europe and Asia 
can cooperate in many areas for the benefit of peoples in 
both regions," Mr. Goh said at the dinner. 

In his address, Mr. Chirac hinted at France’s bid to gain 
full membership in the ministerial-level ASEAN regional 
forum, the main platform for Asia-Pacific security discus- 
sions. 

He said France “intends to contribute actively by your 
side to the political and security dialogue*... within the 
ARE" 

France is now represented by the European Union (EU) 
at the forum, hosted by the Association Of South East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) — Brunei. Indonesia, Malaysia, 
The Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. 


MOSCOW (AFP) — For- 
mer Soviet President Mi- 
khail Gorbachev announ- 
ced Wednesday that he was 
“100 percent sure” he will 
stand in Russian presiden- 
tial elections in June. 

“1 am 100 per cent sure 1 
will submit my candidacy," 
be told AFP here in an inter- 
view, saying he would 
make an announcement in 
mid-March. 

“We are counting on sub- 
mitting a million signatures 
of support in the next 
week," be added. He said 
he had been considering 
whether to stand for several 
months. 

Mr. Gorbachev, ousted 
from power in December 
1991 as the Soviet Union 
crumbled around him fol- 
lowing a failed coup four 
months earlier, will have 
his work cut out trying to 
win support. 

But despite dismal opin- 
ion poll ratings crediting 
him with just 0.6 per cent of 
voting intentions in the 
June 16 ballot, he said peo- 
ple were now beginning to 
view him in a different 
light- 

“After the bloody assault 
(by the Russian army! 
against the parliament (in 
October 1993), and the 
events of Cbechenya, peo- 
ple are saying: Gorbachev 
would not have allowed 
that,” he added. 

Mr. Gorbachev has previ- 
ously said he would stand if 
be succeeded in creating a 
band of support from tbe 
centre left 

President Boris Yeltsin 
has already said he will 
stand for election, as has 
Russian Communist Party 
chief Gennady Zyuganov 
who is the favourite. 

An opinion poll published 
Wednesday predicted Mr. 
Zyuganov would beat Mr. 
Yeltsin in a second-round 


run-off with some 39 per 
cent of the vote against 27 
per cent 

He would also beat ultra- 
nationalist leader Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky, the poll indi- 
cated, and reformist 
Grigory Yavlinksy. 

However polls also show 
that around 30 per cent of 
those questioned have not 
made up their mind on who 
they will vote for. 

Meanwhile President Yel- 
tsin told, his critics in tbe 
democratic camp Wednes- 
day they had no choice but 
to back him in the June 16 
presidential election. 

“They have no other 
choice, but to support me,” 
Mr. Yeltsin told reporters at 
a Kremlin ceremony with 
visiting Belarussian Presi- 
dent Alexander Lukashen- 
ko. “They will gradually 
come to realise this. There 
is just nobody else." 

The 65-year-old president 
has so far failed to win an 
endorsement of democratic 
forces for bis candidacy. 

Leading liberal Yegor 
Gaidar, architect of market 
reforms in 1992, said Mon- 
day that his democratic 
Russia's Choice party 
would not back Mr. Yeltsin 
unless be threw his weight 
behind a peaceful solution 
to- the 14-month Chechenya 
conflict. 

Mr. Gaidar said tbe main 
liberal challenger Grigory 
Yavlinsky was also “unsuit- 
able," partly because of his 
economic platform. 

Mr. Gaidar said either 
candidate could still mend 
his ways and win his party's 
support. Mr. Yeltsin would 
have to take steps to bring 
peace to Chechenya and 
sack officials be described 
as “odious" while Mr. 
Yavlinsky would have to 
change his economic poli- 
cies, Mr. Gaidar said. 


N. Zealand premier signs 
coalition deal with centrists 


WELLINGTON (R) — 
New Zealand’s conserva- 
tive government signed a 
coalition pact with a cen- 
trist party Wednesday to 
help push tax cuts into law 
and reduce the chance of an 
early election. 

Prime Minister Jim Bol- 
ger and Give Manhewson, 
leader of the centrist United 
Party, signed a deal that 
gives United a cabinet seat 
and restores the govern- 
ment to a one-vote majori- 
ty. 

Mr. Bolger told reporters 
he was “absolutely confi- 
dent" that a three billion 
New Zealand dollars ($2 
billion) package of tax cuts 
and health and education 
spending would now make 
its way into law. 

Bui with a disgruntled 
former ally withdrawing his 
support Tuesday, and two 
members of Mr. Bolger 's 


conservative National Party 
reported to be on the brink 
of joining other factions, 
the prime minister could 
not altogether rule out an 
early election. 

“The simple reality is if 
the government can’t gov- 
ern, New Zealand will have 
an early election. .J don’t 
manufacture that threat — 
tbafs a fact of life," he said. 

National had a one-seat 
majority at the last election 
in November 1993 but 
slipped into minority gov- 
ernment as a result of a 
political shakeout since 
then. Elections take place 
every three years. 

The number of parties in 
parliament has doubled to 
eight (including one inde- 
pendent MP) in a political 
sea-change brought about 
by the switch to a new sys- 
tem of proportional repre- 
sentation. 
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Debate on issues begins 


AS IMPORTANT as the contents of Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim KabaritTs government policy statement 
before Parliament yesterday is the parliamentary 
debate that is expected to follow starting Saturday. 
Only through such a debate would the national issues 
be well defined and articulated. Alter all, at stake is 
not only the vote of confidence that the Prime Minister 
is seeking on the basis of his policy statement but also 
the kind of statesmanship that berth branches of 
government should be expected to display in their 
efforts to achieve real progress in the country. 

We have already seen progress being made in the 
country’s foreign policy, namely in our relations with 
the Arab Gulf states which culminated in His Majesty 
King Hussein’s visit earlier this month to Saudi 
Arabia and his warm and constructive iallm with the 
Saudi leadership. It is true that what we have yet to 
see is how the recent breakthroughs in these ties will 
be translated into deeds where it counts most. For 
instance our business community is very concerned 
about whether the slowing down of trade with Iraq 
can be offset by the opening of new markets in the 
Golf states. Also all of ns should be concerned about 
the high unemployment rate that is conservatively 
estimated to be around 16 per cent So would the 
government be able to address the possibility of 
creating new job opportunities or preparing a return 
for our workers in the Gulf region? Or, the situation 
will remain as is now? 

On the other hand, and with Jordanian-lraqi 
relations poised to reach lower grounds in the wake of 
Hussein Kamel’s murder, there is every fear that 
Jordanian exports to Iraq will suffer. And the huge 
Jordanian fleet of trades used for land transport 
which is estimated to be among the biggest in the 
region, is expected to sustain big losses if the Iraqi 
market is made even smaller — unless of course the 
Gulf region becomes open- for Jordanian truckers 
soon enough: 

- These are very important policy considerations that 
we expect to be clarified, if not answered,' in the- 
upcoming parliamentary debate. 

Then conies the internal front. True the govern- 
ment has done what it could already to remove points 
of tension with the opposition and start a new era of 
glasnost, just as it has also promised to start a new 
drive to advance democracy, protect human rights 
and afford Jordanians equal opportunity in words 
and deeds. Bnt there is a great deal more that most be 
done. 

The new law on elections is a major unfinished 
business. The draft amendments to the Jordanian 
Press Association leave much to be desired and call for 
a new initiative by the government. And the hitherto 
tense state of relations with professional associations 
needs to be totally unproved. 

Mr. Kabariti is no novice when it comes to 
parliamentary debate. Having been a vital and 
influential member of the Lower House since the 
reintroduction of parliamentary democracy in 1989, 
he had played critical roles in bestowing votes of 
confidence in previous governments. Now he enjoys a 
unique doable role of being head of government and a 
parliamentarian at the same time. In a sense he is now 
at the receiving end unlike previous times. Bnt this 
special role offers him a particular opportunity to 
relate to his two functions in a manner that stands to 
start, carry out and ensure success of the white 
revolution that he was mandated to launch. 

At the same time, members of the two Houses can 
be expected to engage the new government in a 
meaningful debate that would enhance the chances of 
implementing the promised change in the country. As 
the saying goes, it takes two to tango. Thus we shall 
await the upcoming parliamentary debate with a great 
deal of anticipation and hope. Tfli then we most 
reserve judgement on the policy statement and the 
reaction to' it. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A COLUMNIST in AI Dustonr said there is no doabt 
that the bombings that killed and injured scores of 
Israelis has dealt a severe blow to the peace process and 
could prompt Israel to indefinitely delay its redeploy- 
ment programme in the occupied lands. Furthermore, 
the attacks have reduced the chances of Labour to win 
the elections in May and strengthened the hands of the 
opposition rightist Likud bloc, said Taber Adwan. 
Under the prevailing conditions, a Likud-led govern- 
ment is bound to adopt policies which do not only 
derail the peace process but dash the Palestinian peo- 
ple's hopes for an independent Palestine state, be said. 
The dangerous situation resulting from the recent 
bombings requires from Hamas to openly declare a 
halt to resistance activity against Israel for one, two or 
three years during which the Israelis and Palestinian 
leaders would have completed their negotiations on a 
final settlement, because the interests of the Palestinian 
people as A whole are more important than those of a 
single group which seeks vengeance on the Israelis, 
demanded the writer. He said Hamas would realise that 
dealing with a Labour-led government is by far better 
than the Likud; and if through negotiations the Pales- 
tinians can restore their rights, they ought to halt their 
suicide attacks for the time being and opt for a joint 
peaceful strategy with the Palestinian authority to 
achieve the aspired objectives. 


The View From Academia 


Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


From the top down? Where 
and how to begin change 



RECENT TALK, in light of the advent of the Kabariti 
government, about the need to cany out fundamental 
changes in the country is indeed welcome news. We 
realise, of course, that the present government is not start- 
ing from scratch; over the years. His Majesty the King and 
His Royal Highness the Crown Prince, in close coordina- 
tion with the many premiers, cabinets and senior officials, 
have spearheaded and worked hard to bring about signifi- 
cant achievements in nearly all spheres and walks of life 
— achievements which must by no means be overlocked. 

Nevertheless, we all seem to feel that a qualitative 
change in the way we conduct business in our public and, 
also necessarily, private institutions is not only long over- 
due but an absolute must Despite the many positive 
changes and successes, there are still many staunch obsta- 
cles and in^dhnents which stand in the way of our soci- 
ety’s development and progress. 

Since the advent of the present government, one has 
been particularly pleased with, well, five things: a) the 
government’s repeated, and apparently genuine, emphasis 
on the need for change, b) its astute awareness of the 
nature and scope of the problems involved, c) its open 
recognition and admission of the existence of such prob- 
lems, d) its unwavering enthusiasm and dete rmin ation to 
effect change, and e) its ample realisation of the need for 
urgent action. Such affirma tive spirit and perceptiveness 
are themselves significant For quite some time, our insti- 
tutions have either entirely overlooked many of their fail- 
ings and many of the obstacles which cripple business 
(deliberately or unintentionally) or have been immensely 
indifferent and reluctant to confront challenges and prob- 
lems. 

In my opinion, the worst enemy of development and 
progress, at most of our public institutions, has for some 
time been what one may best call our hush-hush approach, 
our exaggerated deference to the status quo or our remark- 
able complacency. The job of many an administrator, 
director, boss, head, manager and government official has 
been to keep business running as usual and maintain peace 
in the family. Our ideal administrator has generally been 
either the one who is on good terms with everyone (the 
very nice and kind-hearted) or the oppressive and author- 
itarian who removes himself from the vast majority and 
communicates in formal writing. 

I have, throughout the years of my humble career in 
higher education, observed closely a number of bosses of 
sorts (very many of them) whose main job was to sit 
behind a desk for hours, sign tonnes of papers, drink tea 
and coffee with buddies and colleagues, gossip and plot 
against members of other cliques, harass, hire or transfer 
female secretaries and bore you to death with talk of the 
tough time they are having and how they have been per- 
suaded, much against their will (poor souls!), to occupy a 
position they did not really wish to occupy. Such people 
came and went without leaving much serious impact on 
the life of die institution aside from the damage, that is. 
Serious problems did not really exist; and ifttiey (fid what 
could they do about them?'New ideas^fresh approaches 
and sincere criticism were either discouraged; or com- 
pletely suppressed- In fact, bow could you suggest new 
ideas or offer constructive criticism to a mediocre, incom- 
petent and pathetic or hypocritical and vicious boss? 

The present government speaks with a new tone: It 
seems to be open to new ideas and ready for a fresh start; 
it seems also to be exercising some charisma and some 
courage in confronting obstacles and impediments. This is 


extremely encouraging. .1 believe that problems do exist, 
and *Har problems c«n be either solved or remarkably con- 
tained and alleviated. And while we may not in the end 
fault ourselves for failing , we will surely fruit ourselves 
for not trying. The main challenge is for the government 
to maintain this healthy, positive spirit I say “challenge” 
because many of us, Arabs of today, tend to lose our 
enthusiasm almost as quickly as we lose our temper. Let’s 
keep up the good spirit, and let’s not give up before we 
begin, or a little after. 

The crucial question, of course, is where do we begin the 
change and how? Admittedly, the question is not all that 
easy to answer. Different people give different su gg es- 
tions A conscientious team or committee, however, mak- 
ing use of His Majesty’s highly-perceptive and highly- 
precise letter of designation, may certainly narrow down 
the scope of the problem to a few manageable aspects. 

No matter what suggestions, steps or strategies the gov- 
ernment may end up adopting, no change will be mean- 
ingful and effective, in my opinion, if it does not make a 
noticeable impact on individual performance or achieve- 
ment. To state the mazier plainly and simply, I wish to 
stress here that one of the major obstacles to our society’s 
development and progress is the poor performance of 
most individuals at our public (and private) institutions. 
The cause of such poor performance lies primarily in the 
unhealthy altitudes toward public work and public service. 
Not only do most people lack a sense of pride in what they 
do, they also lack the commitment to perform well Most 
people do not really believe in what they are doing and 
therefore they perform their tasks inefficiently and care- 
lessly. 

It would not be an exaggeration to say that the words 
“performance” and “achievement” do not carry much 
weight in our present-day Arab culture. It is interesting to 
notice that in our daily conversation, they do not crop up 
much. It is indeed peculiar that individual self-esteem is 
by no means iied to one’s achievement or performance. A 
lot of people value and esteem themselves in relation to 
their honest intentions, their goodness of heart, their cute- 
ness, their looks, their family or social status, their tribal 
allegiance, their connections, their money, their influence, 
their prayers, the position they occupy — and not in rela- 
tion to achievement People in many other cultures, espe- 
cially in the so-called developed world, are almost insane- 
ly obsessed with achievement, performance and career- 
building; in our’s they are almost completely oblivious to 
it Failure in work, in performance, in tasks, in duty does 
not affect one’s image of one’s self. 

Our students fail exams or obtain poor grades, and they 
do not blame themselves much. The classical question to 
teachers at our schools and universities is: “Why have you 
failed me?” It is almost never, “Why have I failed?” Our 
athletes lose games or play in the most amateurish way 
you can imagine, and they get into their BMWs and drive 
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Our taxi drivers abuse foe passengers and harass fellow 
motorists all day long and go home fully happy with them- 
selves. Our mothers in foe so-called popular areas give 
birth to children and turn them to the streets to play all day 
long unattended and think that in foe after-life they are 
going to heaven. Traffic accidents are on the increase and 
our motorists drive as in a madhouse, and our traffic 


policemen parade peacock-tike. , 

Is not it indeed quite telling that hardly anyone m oor 
part of the world goes to a psychiatrist or has a nervous 
breakdown? Where is our conscience? Where is our super 
ego? Why is our “id” so strong? I do not know where this 
easy-going, complacent attitude comes from exactly^ for 
the Islamic frith is one of foe. very few religions which 
emphasises deeds, performance and concrete f onnsqf 
worship. Does not Islam say, and do not we all know it, 
that “When you do something, do it welT? 

What do we do? How do we change attitude in order to 
change performance? 

As we all know, change can be brought about in ope of 
two ways or in the two together dfoer from foe bottom 
up, or from foe top down. Change from the bottom up is 
essentially long-term. As so much has been said about it, 
and repeatedly, I will state the matter briefly. Attitudes of 
individuals are shaped over time by the person’s family 
members, c ommuni ty peers, foe mass media, books, 
school teachers, and college professors. Since all of these 
have not succeeded in endowing our individual with the 
right attitudes, we must reconsider our educational objec- 
tives and methods. We have to plan our education in a way 
which makes it possible for individuals to acquire the cor- 
rect moral values. This process takes years, and change at 
foe grass-root level tends to move slowly. 

Change from the top down is fester and more immedi- 
ately rewarding. The idea here is simple — simple to think 
of and simple to apply, in my opinion. Choose for the var- 
ious public service departments, establishments and insti- 
tutions people who have the following qualifications: a) 
sincerity about their work and about effecting change, b) 
precise knowledge of what they want to change, and c) 
ability to follow things through. 

Once chosen, all these people have to do is simple: pres- 
sure those under them to perform well. Let’s put moral 
preaching and appeal to conscience aside (we do much of 
this, and it is not working). We want to get into the habit 
of formulating our work and services into workable, 
observable and testable tasks and urge people to simply 
carry them out 

What is an employee at a public establishment which 
offers services to citizens expected to do? A) to receive the 
application from the citizen without unnecessary procras- 
tination (reading the newspaper, telling his life-story to a 
friend on the phone, hosting a friend during official hours, 
etc.); B) to process the application quickly; C) be alert and 
folly focused so as not to make a mistake when copying or 
typing a name; D) explain clearly to citizens why andhow 
something is or is not done; E) be courteous to people 
(perhaps using such phrases as: What can I do for you, sir? 
rlease wait a second. Good luck. I am terribly sorry, but 
we cannot process your application because..) This is nei- 
ther difficult to do (for the employee) nor to observe (for 
, .foe.Qffici^I supervisor).. „ !n . . . 

for |?«H 

" jfessJOD.aiKf implement all inslftutioas r Jh- oari 

(fo^c;frbitCt]5e^jp can-.wrirk like' magic 1 - 
because people are preparedj^^L This is .the way we yre 
brought up in the family. Until the time comes when peo- 
ple start developing strong work ethics and healthy atti- 
tudes, we need to exercise a great deal of pressure from 
above to effect the desirable change. Such approach seems 
a must for the government to adopt, if it is to deliver some 
of the many promises it has made. The ball is in the court 
of foe officials. . • I 


Israel demands actions it does not reciprocate 


By Michael Jansen 

ISRAEL’S DEMAND that 
Palestine National Authori- 
ty (PNA) President Yasser 
Arafat arrest specific 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
activists and dismantle foe 
Hamas “infrastructure” is 
both disingenuous and non- 
credible. 

The demand is disingenu- 
ous because two years ago, 
in the aftermath of the 1994 
massacre of 29 worshippers 
in Al Ibrahinri Mosque, in 
Hebron, the Palestinians 
put forward their own 
demand that Israel should 
remove foe 400 violent and 
extremist settlers from the 
centre of the town and take 
measures to curb foe activi- 
ties of simil arl y-anti- Arab 
settlers in the Kiryat Arba 
suburb, poised ' above 
Hebron. 

This would have been an 
action roughly comparable 
to the measures Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres and Chief of Staff 
Amnon Sbahak have now 
demanded Mr. Arafat 
should take. 

However, in 1994 the 
then Israeli prime minister, 
Yitzhak Rabin, did not take 
the opportunity presented 
by general revulsion 
against foe extremist Jews 
to resettle the provocative 
colonists in foe centre of 
Hebron. At foe time, he was 
offered support for such 
action from liberals in his 
own Labour Party as well 
as his coalition allies in foe 
leftish Meretz Party. He 
would also have earned the 
gratitude of the army high 
command and of its solid- 
ers, some 4,000 of whom 
are deployed to protect 
extremists settlers. Mr. 
Rabin would also have 
gained recognition among 
Palestinian residents of 


Hebron as a real peacemak- 
er by removing from their 
midst the constant irritant 
of foe armed settlers. And 
this would have renewed 
the frith of all Palestinians 
in the peace process. 

He did not remove them 
because this would have set 
a precedent for the removal 
of other Israeli settlers and 
settlements from the Pales- 
tinian territories occupied 
in 1967. And Me Rabin — 
as are bis successors — was 
committed to the perma- 
nence of Israeli settlements 
wherever they may be. This 
was amply demonstrated 
when, last week the 
respected Israeli columnist 
Zeev Setoff revealed in foe 
daily Haaretz the outline of 
a final Palestinian-Israeli 
peace deal which would 
provide for a national 
“Palestinian state” but 
leave foe majority of the 
settlements intact and under 
Israeli sovereignty and con- 
trol. In doing so, Israel has 
planted foe seeds of unend- 
ing conflict between foe 
Palestinians and foe settlers 
and tbeir protector. 

Mr. Rabin chose not to 
shift foe settlers because be 
remained true to both foe 

Zionist ideology and the 
Zionist programme for 
Jewish settlement in the 
whole of “Eretz Israel.” 
And he had foe force of 
arms to back up his deci- 
sion. 

Today, after the bombings 
which killed 25 Israelis, in 
an analogous situation, 
Israel is using its strength to 
coerce Yasser Arafat and 
his authority into taking 
action against Palestinian 
“extremists” in Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad and the other 
groupings opposed to the 
peace process. This is non- 
credible because if Mr. 
Arafat were to do so, such 


action could undermine his 
authority with the majority 
of Palestinians and, possi- 
bly, spark inter-Palestinian 
conflict. 


was created by Israel's 
occupation policy of 
destroying the economic 
infrastructure of foe territo- 
ries and denying them 


and have enough to eat 
stand to lose. The bombings 
are popular because they 
give foe majority of poor 
people “self-respecL” This 



This is because Israel 
(backed up by the U.S.) is 
not only asking the PNA to 
arrest “soldiers” from 
Hamas’ Izzedin Al Kassam 
Brigades but also to dis- 
mantle the foundations of 
Hamas’ existence, its 
schools and clinics, its wel- 
fare programme and 
mosques. 

Israel knows fully well 
that this would increase tire 
hardship suffered by the 
thousands of Palestinians 
who benefit from Hamas’ 
services which cannot be 
replaced for a long time to 
come by the PNA. People 
starve in foe short term and 
not foe long term. 

Much of this hardship 


development. This has been 
compounded by the cruel 
way Israel heated foe Pales- 
tinians in foe “post-occupa- 
tion” period, imposing 
“closures” and creating bar- 
riers to trade and business 
which might ease the eco- 
nomic difficulties of the 
people in the territories. 

A Palestinian from a lead- 
ing Gaza family said that 
Hamas was prepared to risk 
confrontation with the PNA 
at this time because 
“800,000 of the 850,000 
people living -in Gaza have 
nothing to gain from good 
relations with foe Palestin- 
ian Authority or from the 
peace process. Only foe 
50,000 who do business 


is true in the West B ank as 
well where living standards 
are falling and unemploy- 
ment is rising. 

, Israel’s prompt imposi- 
tion of a prolonged closure 
or blockade of Gaza and foe 
West Bank may satisfy 
Israeli security interests in 
the sbort-run but in both the 
short- and longer-term only 
weakens Mr. Arafat and foe 
PNA and strengthens their 
opponents. 

Israel's liberal use of clo- 
sure has robbed it of its 
effectiveness as a lever 
used to compel Palestinian 
compliance with Israel’s 
wishes. Over foe past 16 
months there have been 270 
days of closure. Israel has 
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also reduced the number of 
Palestinians working in 
Israel to between 30- 
60,000. Because of the clo- 
sures, these people have 
only worked half-time in 
Israel. The closures have 
also severely curtailed all 
economic activity in Gaza 
and the West Bank by mak- 
ing it difficult for business- 
men to clear goods through 
customs or travel to make 
deals or secure the neces- 
sary permits (from Israel) 
they need to do business.. 

The combination of clo- 
sure ami reduction of work- 
ers means Palestinian soci- 
ety no longer has an incen- 
tive to curb foe Islamist 
militants. And as a compre- 
hensive collective punish- 
ment, “closure” antagonises 
the entire society and 
encourages the militants. 
Unless there are social con- 
straints on the militants, the 
PNA’s practice of “round- 
ing up the usual suspects” 
could only alienate a major- 
ity of Palestinians and spur 
the Islamists to lauch more 
attacks. 

Palestinians were further 
provoked in the aftermath 
of the bus bombings when 
Israeli Foreigri Minister 
Ehud Barak, a former chief- 
of-staff, dismissed Palestin- 
ian militants as “mosqui- 
tos" and Palestinian society 
as the “swamp” harbouring 
the “mosquitos ” Palestini- 
ans compared his remarks 
to those made m ,1981-82 
by foe then Israeli chief-of- 
staff. General Rafael Eitan 
(now bead of the right-wing 
Tsoraet 'Party), ■■ who 
referred to Palestinians who 
took up arms against Israel 
as “cockroaches running 
around in a bottle,” an 
insult condemned as 
“racist” by Israeli liberals 
and human rights groups. 
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The wheels of change continue to turn 


Changes at the Royal Court appear to be moving along 
with official changes in other areas . The most recent of 
these was the elevation ro the rank of minister of Adviser at 
the Royal Court Bid Al Fayez. and then his retirement 10 
days later. Director of the Office of HRH Crown Prince 
Hasson Michel Hamameh is, although no official 
announcement has yet been made, said to be elevated to the 
rank of minister but will continue to retain his current post. 
Change did occur when Mohammad Saqqaf a former min - 
ister of supply, and for several years, special adviser to the 
Crtpnt Prince, became rapporteur of the Royal 
Commission for Reform and Modernisation, at which he 
was already a member. Other Royal Court changes in the 
offing are the probable promotion of Secretary General 
Munir Durrah, 

**** 

OUT OF ARABIA: British Embassy Deputy Head of 
Mission James WSht is leaving his post in Amman after three 
and a half years. He will first head home to London for a 
few months of briefing before heading to Pakistan to 
assume his new post as deputy high commissioner later this 
summer. Mr. Watt, who arrived in Jordan in Aug. 92. and 
has worked with Ambassadors Patrick Eyers and current 
Ambassador Peter Hinchcliffe. says he will miss Amman 
very much. "It was a good period to be here. When I first 
arrived, the mood here was depressed — the consequences 
of the Gulf crisis. But now it is a very different atmosphere, 
and it is wonderful to see the improvement in people 's liv- 
ing standards and in their optimism , " says Mr. Watt. 
During his tenure in Amman, he welcomed many high-level 
British visitors, including Prime Min ister John Major. Such 
visits, he believes, affirm the strong lies between both coun- 
tries. He looks forward to his new post, although it will be 
his first outside of Arab affairs since he started his diplo- 
matic career. Mr. Watt also leaves a pet project behind — 
the establishment in March 1995 of the Purcell Anniversary 
Fund (PAF), which awards music scholarships to 


Jordanians and residents of Jordan studying at secondary 
and university levels. But he will no doubt see the fruits of 
his labours when the fund, administered by the British 
embassy, will present a concert in May at Windsor Castle 
in England in honour of Her Majesty Queen Noor, who 
encouraged and is the patron of the PAF. The Wans. 
James, his wife Ghislaine. and daughter Clelia (9) will 
reunite with son Louis (14) who has been at school in 
England, but not before welcoming James’ successor, 
Simon Collis and his wife Sandra. The Collises will arrive 
on March 3 from London, where Mr. Collis has been deputy 
head of the Near East Department. Wishing the Watts every 
success and greeting the Collises to an Ahlan Was ah km. 


**** 


MOVING ON UP: Also headed for Great Britain, but 
on a more permanent basis, is Nan Bo u ran, who left 
Amman for Cairo a year ago to work as head of the Reuters 
Television office there. Bouran has been promoted to 
regional editor for the Middle East and North Africa and 
the promotion takes him to London, a somewhat more 
sedate environment than the frenzy of the Egyptian capital, 
as Eid revellers from Amman can tell you. 


WHERE SEAGULLS FLY: From TV moves to TV 
"news", we find Seagulls Marketing Communications — a 
company with refreshingly non-generic company name to 
say the least. Seagulls just started to publish a satellite 
screen magazine along the lines of the famous American 
boob-tube monthly known as "TV Guide. “ Aiming high. 
Seagulls Marketing Media Executive Lina Muasher says 
the company's target subscriber is the mid to upper-income 
family. The magazine, at present, provides information 
about programmes being aired on NBC Super Channel. 
EuroNews, ART. Prime Sport and Star Plus. The group has 


negotiated with CNN to start receiving and publishing its 
programmes and is talking with Jordan Television about 
putting its monthly line-up of news and entertainment into 
print. Subscribers, which currently number 250. receive the 
monthly magazine via Aramex delivery service, says 
Muasher. With the current printing of 4.000 copies, the 
television guide is being sold at news-stands for JD 2. 
Seagulls, which has been in business for less than six 
months, plans to double its publication to 8,000 copies. 
Operating costs are supported by advertisements, many of 
which cater ro the home-maker, says Muasher. But all TV 
junkies are welcome. 

•*** 

A COUCH POTATO’S DREAM? If watching tele- 
vision is hazardous to your health, as some say, you may 
want to consider insurance. AG1 stands for Arab German 
Insurance Company, and what sets it apart from other “ tra- 
ditional " insurance firms is that it has foreign partners who 
came to Jordan banking on the state of peace and stability 
here . says member of its newly-elected board Mazen Qaisi. 
As insurance repeaters (reinsurance). AGI offers universal 
medical insurance (with a magnetic card to cover sub- 
scribers around the world K plus life, vehicle, industry and 
travellers insurance. Officially established in Jordan last 
Monday and launched with a reception at the 
InterContinental Hotel, the company has European as well 
as Middle Eastern partners from Lebanon. Iraq and Saudi 
Arabia. As Jordan still has no copyright law. AGI , says 
Qaisi, who as the son of National Security Advisor Mustafa 
Qaisi, should know something about protection, will also 
provide insurance for inventions against theft of the idea or 
concept, much the way patents work. Welcoming senior 
government and business leaders to their reception, includ- 
ing Minister of Post and Communications Jamal Saraireh. 
Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs Mohammad 
Thweib arid Minister of Labour Abdul Hafez Shakkanbeh, 
were AGI chairman Issa Raima uni, publisher of AkharAl 


Usboua, and board members Majed Armoush, a prominent 
businessman. Aras Borhan Al Jaff. Arif Qundush and 
Mohammad Jaber. Other board members represent 
Reimers & Ruyter {German company), Simiyak Marine (a 
Cypriot company), the Jordan Electricity Authority 
Employee Savings Fund, and the Social Security 
Corporation. AGI was started by Said Ta’ani. who owned 
and ran Insurance Experts, a brokerage firm. Other titan 
attracting its foreign partners, the company hopes to make 
its mark by providing quality and speedy service. In other 
words, waiting for reimbursement payments is not supposed 
to be an arduous affair. 


MISSION FOR CHILDREN: Hotel 

InterContinental Jordan Wednesday threw a large reception 
to celebrate its 50 years of TmerContinental hotels and 
resorts in the global hospitality industry hand-in-hand with 
the United Nations Children's Fund {UNICEF) which also 
celebrates 50 years of protecting children ’s rights, meeting 
their basic needs and providing opportunities for their 
development. The team up of InterContinental hotels and 
resorts worldwide with UNICEF is a programme called 
" Rounding Up For Children. m InterContinental's guests 
will be invited to "round up" their hotel bill for UNICEF 
when checking out and make a contribution to the U.N. 
agency. The two organisations are committed ro raising ci 
least SI million and hope that as much as S5 million could 
be donated to help save children ’s lives around the world. 
Greeting guests on the occasion were InterContinental 
Jordan General Manager OunddAyoub and UNICEF Area 
Representative Dorrit Alopaeus-Stahl. who said, "By 
'rounding-up for children.' InterContinental Hotels and 
each InterContinental customer can help UNICEF help 
children in Jordan — cbtidn mtf mr world." 


Jennifer Hamameh 



The Jordan Valley revisited 


A Harvest of Technology: The Super-Green 
Revolution In the Jordan valley 

Bv Sharif S. Elmusa 

Washington. DC: Georgetown University Centre for 
Contemporary Arab Studies. 1994 , 217 pages 

Sharif S. Elmusa has both a personal and scholarly attach- 
ment to the Jordan Valley. The son of Palestinians who 
came to the Ghor as refugees in 1948, be grew up there and 

la^jWSttiTann work 
■^fetrlij^^graring to United es 1 ; AV.t&i' t&$fcniuig 

of A Rarvest of Technology! Elmusa recalls: “One image 
comes hack again and again' from the land that was being 
reclaimed around the refugee camp of Al Karama. It was 
the sight of men and women in the middle of the cruel 
summer heat, sweating profusely, some barefeet, briskly 
Mowing the tractor along the fitnows to clear the dark 
stones and make the land “cultivable” (p. xii). 

This picture bad changed radically by the 80s, when 
Elznusa returned to do the research which gained him a 
PhD. from Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Drip 
negation and greenhouses had largely replaced the tradi- 
tional zig-zag fur rows; and wage labour had replaced fam- 
ily labour, with Egyptian expatriates constituting the bulk 
of the manual work force. 

The principal drawback of A Harvest of Technology is 


that the data included in the book stops in 1986 — the year 
Elmusa published his dissertation: “A Multilevel Analysis 
of the Characteristics, Determinants and Impact of 
Technological Change in East Jordan Valley Agriculture 
(1950-1980): A Study of Development and Dependence.” 
This means that Elmusa’s conclusions must be reevaluated 
in the light of more recent developments. He himself notes 
that many of his conclusions are tentative, as available data 
was not sufficiently specific at the |irne, .. 

, On jw.otber Kano, the nook is unique iq analysing qeyel- 
pptriptftS in^;YalJh|;wuW 9 a tifcprepcal 

framework,. with .tBe stated iptentiou rif. advancing scholar- 
ship on the effects of technological change in Arab agri- 
culture. 

Development studies of the Arab World were once dom- 
inated by modernisation theories which stress cultural fac- 
tors as decisive in promoting or slowing agricultural 
change. In contrast, Elmusa draws on dependency theories, 
taking into account external geopolitical and economic 
factors (U.S. policy, the Arab-Israeli conflict, the Arab oil 
boom, etc.), as well as local socioeconomic conditions. 

Elmusa judges the technological revolution in the 
Valley’s agriculture according to four criteria: resource use 
(land, labour, capital, water); environment; social equality; 
and effects on the structure of the national economy. Since 
the usual concept of Third World rural areas containing 


surplus labour did not apply in the Ghor, the introduction 
of technology did not displace labour. On the contrary, the 
use of drip irrigation and greenhouses, by intensifying pro- 
duction per dunum, actually promoted employment oppor- 
tunities and more efficient water use. Greenhouses, how- 
ever, ranked lower than both traditional methods and drip 
irrigation in terms of generating jobs. They also required 
greater capital outlays in relation to output, and “with their 
high re^uirppenfs..f<?r.gespcide application... created a 

ter.,'#- 


".'(Technology dran’txreate unemployment, but the way ii 
was introduced greatly magnified social inequality; “while 
labour productivity doubled, the hourly wage of Egyptian 
workers in 1986 was one-half of the 1976-77 wage of 
Jordanians working in traditional agriculture. On the other 
hand, the hourly wage of female workers (Jordanians), 
which used to be one-half the wage of Jordanian men, 
increased to become 50 per cent more than the pay of 
Egyptian workers” (p. 178). The Super-Green Revolution 
did not wipe out share-croppers, but it led to fierce compe- 
tition and a rise in land rents that worked against small 
farmers using traditional methods. The big profits accrued 
to landowners who adopted the new technologies: 
“although they constituted only 12 per cent of farm opera- 
tors, they pocketed about 38 per cent of farm income,” giv- 
ing them an average income 10 per cent greater than the 
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national average (p. 132). Included here is the newly creat- 
ed class of “commuter farmers” — urban-based merchants, 
professionals and government officials, for whom farming 
is part-time, but highly lucrative. 

On the most obvious level, there is no doubt that the 
Super-Green Revolution impacted positively on Jordan's 
economy, raising agricultural output tremendously and 
making Jordan a major vegetable exporter in the region. 
On the. downside for consumers, however, vegetable prices 
also rose considerably. Development, moreover, didn'*®; 
change the dependent status of Jordan's economy, since it 
was based almost exclusively on imported technology. The. 
enormous capital outlays required for these technologies 
are what led Elmusa to use the term “Super-Green" rather 
than simply ‘Green Revolution," for the laner normally 
stops at the introduction of higher quality seeds, chemical 
fertilizer, pesticides and mechanisation. 

Parallel to the Valley's super-greening, grain output 
receded drastically in the country as a whole. Elmusa notes 
that growing wheat in the Valley’s irrigated areas would be 
uneconomical. “But the focus m investment and effort on 
the Valley meant that the rainfed areas, where wheat was 
produced, were relegated to underdevelopment” (p. 161). 
He also expresses doubts about the benefits of such a 
“Super-Green Revolution" foe Aft majority of the popula- 
tion in their capacity as coosmbots, since it does not 


Was Napoleon assassinated? 


AMONG THE hypotheses concerning 
Napoleon’s death on Saint Helena in 1821, that 
of assassination has been gaining ground over 
the last few years. Indeed, the methods of 
investigation used today have revealed a very 
high dose of arsenic in his body which was 
exhumed, when it was transferred to the 
Invalides, in a perfect state of preservation 
(another clue). And, as taxidermists know, 
arsenic has the property of preserving tissue. 
The economist Renl Maury, a professor at the 
Universities of Montpellier, Limerick and 
Tokyo, defends this theory in his book, 
'V Assassin De Napol&ra Ou Le Mysore De 
Sainte-Hfllne” (Napoleon’s Assassin Or The 
Mystery Of Saint Helena), which recently 
came out in Paris. 

By Wilma Levy 

PARIS — Did the French Emperor die assassinated by 
absorbing .the famous poison or are we today in the pres- 
ence of shameless historians who are just too pleased to 
develop this theme? It was Sven Forshufvud, a Swedish 
doctor fascinated by the history of the First French Empire 
who, in 1955, on reading the memoirs of Lours Marchand, 
Napoleon's first valet, discovered that the Emperor present- 
ed 31 of the 33 characteristics symptoms of chronic poi- 
soning by arsenic, as listed by the highest medical authori- 
ties: Swollen legs, hair loss, photophobia, obesity (whereas 
with a cancerous ulcer the patient grows thin), etc. Ben 
Weider, the Canadian president of the Napoleonic Memory 
Association, reached identical conclusions as the Swede, at 

the same time. ... 

Since work carried out by German toxicologists since 
19*0 it has been known that the sudden appearance of mer- 
cury cyanide in an organism saturated with arsenic results 
in the corrosion of the stomach, or more precisely the neck 
of the pylorus which, on autopsy, presents all the appear- 
ance of a cancerous lesion. So history has retained, with the 
practitioners present at the autopsy, that, like ^ fetfje , 
Napoleon died of cancer of the stomach. However, all of the 


witnesses at his death-bed noted in their memoirs that, 
shortly before his death, the Emperor had ingested massive 
doses of calomel, which are likely to cause the rapid for- 
mation of mercuiy cyanide. 

Today, Real Maury completes the theory of the 
Scandinavian by naming an assassin. Napoleon may have 
been painstakingly assassinated by one of his comrades in 
exile, the Count of Montholon who, together with the like- 
ly complicity of bis wife, may have slowly poisoned him 
over four years. 

“For the first time in history, we are, perhaps, in the pres- 
ence of a crime whose perfection is absolute,” RenC Maury 
declares. While respecting the historical truth, be has cho- 
sen to enquire into the possible motivations of the assassin 
and to find out whom the crime profited. For Ren6 Maury, 
Montholon was a perverse person who, in all circum- 
stances, used great intelligence and extreme skill. 

Everything accuses the count, the author remarks. He was 
the main beneficiary of the Emperor's will. He refused to 
follow his wife when she left Saint Helena in spite of the 
resistance of the illustrious prisoner. He was dismissed from 
all his functions in 1812 by the Emperor because he was 
marrying the future Albine De Montholon and yet she 
became Napoleon’s mistress with Montholon’s consent. He 
had to accept paternity of a child, Napoleone, who was not 
his own and who, moreover, died at an early age. In a way, 
it was also a form of reprisal by an aristocrat against die 
French Revolution incarnated by Napoleon Bonaparte on 
all the battlefields of Europe. 


A history of hair 

Ren£ Maury partly bases his theo^ on an analysis of 
Napoleon's hair which reveals a far higher level of arsenic 
than normal. But the interpretation of the results is some- 
times contested as is the origin of the hair. During a confer- 
ence organised in Chicago in September 1994 by the 
American Napoleonic Society on the theme "Was Napoleon 
assassinated?”, the FBI (Federal Bureau of Investigation) 
indicated that “it was unable to assert that Napoleon had 
been poisoned during his exile in Saint Helena.” After 
examining the hair presented as being Napoleon’s, the FBI 
toxicology laboratory considered that there was “reasonable 
probability” that this hair indeed belonged to Napoleon. 
The level of arsenic, calculated by the method of atomic 
absorption, proved to be significantly higher than the norm 
but without being of the nature to cause death. However, the 


FBI pointed out that a lethal dose might not appear on a hair 
shaved after death, since any possible poison might not 
have penetrated the follicle as the latter had ceased to grow. 

Specialists also point out that, in the I8tfa and 19th centu- 
ry, arsenic was more present in food and medicine than 
today, particularly in liquorice which, it seems, Napoleon 
consumed in large quantities. FBI chemists add that storage 
methods of the Emperor’s hair may have modified the ini- 
tial level of arsenic, as exposure to the sun was likely to 
considerably reduce this level. 

Professor Rerte Maury recently declared to the newspaper 
Le Figaro that “the hair examined by the FBI wa* not 
authentic. I myself have some hair which has been authen- 
ticated by the curator of the Lausanne Museum. This hair 
was brought back by Noverra 2 , the Emperor’s Swiss valet. 
I had it tested by two laboratories in Lausanne and in 
Grenoble and the amount of arsenic is seven to ten times 


higher than the normal level.” The enquiry is continuing. 
The American Napoleonic Society wants to have the body 
of Achille Murat, Napoleon's nephew, exhumed in order to 
make genetic comparison an is authenticate the hair 
analysed by the FBI. 


However, Professor Maury puts forward other arguments 
for the toxicological symptoms. These include the motives 
of the presumed assassin, the etmical signs noted by those 
close to Napoleon, the accounts of his comrades in exile, 
successive doctors and the servants present on Saint 
Helena Has he managed to convince historians specialised 
in the period, that he is right in his theory? The French his- 
torian Andn£ Casielot. he admits, “was redeem. But he 
finally found that 1 was right." Da the greatest delight of the 
millions of Napoleonic raaory lovers, the mystery remains 
intact — L’Acrualite En France. 



Was Napoleon Bonaparte assassinated on Saint Helena? The Mystery continues 
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A show tune 


Out with a whimper, not a bang. 



By Jean-Claude Elias 


THE FOURTH annual American Computer Show (ACS) 
opened its door to the public in February in Amman and 
lasted three days. 

Held only four months after the last edition of Amman’s 
Middle East Technology Show (METS), the ACS present- 
ed a slightly different image of computing than the 
METS’. w 

(Hear differences between the two shows could be noted 
although bot h fo cused on information technology. 
Whereas the METS hosted local companies dealing with 
or representing manufacturers from all over the world, 
participants in the ACS mainly represented American sup- 
pliers. This was but a confirmation of the irresistible 
comeback phenomenon t he American PC industry has 
been enjoying for the past three or four years, against Far- 
East made machines. 

Overall the .CAS presented a very professional image 
and a flawless organisation. Instead of having a general 
orientation, it seemed that the show was characterised by 
three important elements: The Internet craze, die intellec- 
tual property question, and end-user applications. To a 
lesser extent, multimedia applications, integrating sound, 
graphics, and images in desktop units, also attracted visi- 
tors. 

The E-mail (electronic mail), the Internet and other on- 
line information services were presented by not less than 
three companies. They also attracted a wide audience. The 
number of subscribers to these services is steadily increas- 
ing in the country, and the prospect of being connected to 
the Internet, fully on-line soon (promised before the sum- 
mer), is keeping users waiting like kids for Santa Claus at 
Christmas time. 

The intellectual property issue, a key question for Jordan 
to solve, was raised by high ranking officials from the 
American Embassy at the opening of the show. Jordan’s 



By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 


SOMETIMES THE most innocent kind of person can 
get caught up in something not quite of his or her mak- 
ing. And while it may well be the criminal classes that 
the police are truly after, circumstances can conspire 
against such innocent and absent-minded people that 
they find themselves facing the slammer. 

Thke for example the story of Samuel and Libby. 
One minute they were an ordinary couple having a 
conversation in their kitchen, the nexL~ 


software industry, among many others affected by the 
absence of protection enforcement, will remain virtually 
non-existent as long as copyright laws are not applied. 
Apart from holding back local initiatives, the current situ- 
ation is discouraging foreign parties that need good pro- 
tection before operating or investing in the Kingdom. 

Finally, visitors were mainly asking about specific appli- 
cations such as bar-code reading for data entry, graphic 
design, image processing and optical storage, filing and 
retrieval of documents. Computer users certainly are 
becoming more task conscious instead of being hardware 
conscious as in die past. The trend can be noticed world- 
wide. 

Never before, in a computer show in Jordan, visitors 
have asked so few questions about hardware characteris- 
tics. Instead of asking “how many megabytes does this 
machine have?” for example, they were inquiring “does it 
have enough memory to let me process my needs effi- 
ciently?” This reflects a major, dramatic change in men- 
tality and a clear sign of maturity from users. 

Just to prove that things are moving ahead in the right 
direction, one could read on the official poster of the 
show: “The only constant about computers is... change”, a 
familiar rune for the readers of this column. 


“Knife-sharpening baffles me,” said Samuel, waving a 
kitchen knife and a steel at his wife, Libby.” On festive 
occasions my father used to get out a steel like this and a 
carving knife like this and be used to stroke one gently 
against the other in a manne r reminiscent of Yehudi 
Menuhin playing the violin until, magically, the knife was 
so shazp that you could shave with it.” 

“How do you know?” said Libby. “Did be ever shave 
with it?” 


‘I thought you were going to throw those away?” said 
Libby. 

Tt is riot that easy to throw away knives,” said Samuel 
*Tt is like throwing away glass. It becomes a hazard for 
someone else ” 

“Oh, for heaven’s sake, just wrap them all up and throw 
them away! Or...or... join the amnesty!” 

“The what?” , 

“The amnesty for knives at the police station. No ques- 
tions asked. You just band them in by popping them in a 

box." . ^ • 

“Yes, but that is for fighting knives. That is for people 
who carry knives and go round hoping to stitch people up, 
or to unstitch them even. It is not fra people canying 
knives hoping to slice some bread.” 

“Look, they will accept any kind of knife.” 

“Yes, but.. ” 


“He used to shave our turkey with it,” said Samuel nos- 
talgically. “And be once demonstrated that he could cut a 
piece of paper in half in mid-air, as it fell, just by slashing 
it with his freshly sharpened knife. Shall I show you?” 
“No, never mind,” said Libby. “Just sharpen that kitchen 
knife. That is all I need.” 

T don’t think I’ll ever get it sharp,” said Samuel.” It is 
just going to join that ever-growing pile of blunt knives 
we never use.” 


Half an hour later, Samuel had lost the argument, 
had cleared up the unwanted knives, and had made for 
the police station. Mentally, he was already planning 
what to do after he’s been to the station — go to the 
post office, buy a couple of newspapers, etc. — when 
he foiled to notice the lights turning red and slightly 
bumped the car ahead. The driver jumped out furi- 
ously, a passing policeman came to intervene, and dur- 
ing the ta king of notes he asked what was in the suspi- 
cions looking package on the back seat He was 
amazed to find enough knives to arm a gang! 


At this point, I would like to point ont that at the 
back of their kitchen drawer there bad accumulated a 
stack of French knives, English knives, and some 
bread knives which had all gotten blunter and blunter, 
especially when Samuel tried to sharpen them. 


AMAZING FACTS 


— Mosquitoes prefer children to adults, and blonds to 
brunets. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

MOHAMMAD A. SHUQAIR 


— Elephants have good memories and sometimes form 
strong dislikes towards certain people. 


— On the average. 106 boys are bom to every 100 girls. 


** Inquire about the neighbour before (you inquire 
about) the house. 

Iss’al anil jar qablad dar. 


j — A wild rash, heedless, foolish volatile, or giddy person 
i is said to be “harebrained.” 


j — Fat persons have relatively less blood per pound than 
{ lean ones. 


** Throw him into the sea, he comes up with a fish in 
his mouth. 

Irmeehil bahr beyetla wibtiramu samaka. 

Meaning: He is clever. He avails himself even of a mis- 
fortune. 


***** 


— The skin on the eyelids of a human being is only one- 
fiftieth of an inch thick. 


** Have you got any identification papers? 

Hal ladayka ayyata awraq litahqiq ash- 

shakhsiya? 


JOKES 


***** 


** I have my identity card- 

Ma’e bitaqati ash-shakbsiya. 


LETS CHAT IN ARABIC 


PROVERBS 


i.M 4 * 


*♦ HU in this form and pay the necessary fees. 

Min fadlik, imia' hatha an-anamoothaj wad ’fa 

ar-msoom aJlazama. 

Play them at tile" cashier^ desk. .-?*» * * 

. ^ Idfa’Jha ffi khazina. 


MAN: “My doctor has advised me to give up golf.” 
FRIEND:' “Why? Did he examine your heart?” 
MAN: “No, he had a look at my score card.” 


** Be merciful to those who are on earth. He who is in 
heaven shall be merciful to you. 

Irham man fil-ard yarfaamoka man fis-sama. 


** Do I need recent photographs? 

Hal yalzamoni sowar haditha? 


** When fere befalls, the mind is blinded. 

Etha waqa’al qadar, ameyal basar. 
Meaning : Reason is of no avail when fate happens. 


** Ride a cock and see where it takes you. 

Irkab ed’deek wishoof wain yewaddeek. 

(The cock enjoys dung heaps!) 


** Don’t forget to submit the form without a copy of 
your identity card 

La tansa an tokaddim al-istemara bedoon soora 
tabqil asl min bitaqatlk ash-shaksiya. 


* * * * * 


** I’d like to apply for renewal passport. 

Awaddo takdeem talab litajdeed jawaz safari. 


Thursday, Feb. 29, 1996 I JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


1:00 

Ala Ed in 

230 

1:30 

Treasure Island 

3:00 

2:00 

NBA 

3:25 

3:00 

The New Leave It To Beaver 

4:00 

3:25 

My Secret Identity 
•Adventures Of The Old West 

5:00 

4:00 


5:00 

French Programme 
Sophie Et Virginie 

5:30 

5:30 

Varieties 



Le Monde Est A Vous ' 

6:00 

7:00 

Le Journal 


7:15 

Magazine 

7:00 


Archimede 

7:15 

7:30 

News Headlines 


7:35 

Laros And Company 

7:30 

8:00 

The Album Show 

735 

8:45 

Pride And Prejudice 

8:00 

9:30 

Murphy Brown 

8:25 

10:00 

News In English 

*:10 

10:25 

Feature — Betrayal Of Trust 

10:00 

12:00 

Matlock 

10:25 

1130 


Friday, March 1, 1996 

1:00 

The Pebbles & The Bamm Bamm Show 


1:30 

Irish-The Happy Professor 


1:45 

Liftoff 


2:05 

See How They Grow 

2:00 

2:15 

Bush School 

2:30 

2:30 

Wonder Why 

3:00 

3:00 

Movies 

3:25 

4:30 

Give Us a Clue 

4:10 

5:00 

French Programme 

5:00 


Sophie Et Viiginie 


5:30 

Film 



Le Joueur De Violon 

5:30 

7:00 

Le Journal 


7:15 

Magazine 
Alio La Feme 

6:00 

7:30 

News .Headlines 

7:00 


Wish Kid 

Harry And The Hendersons 
Blue Heelers 


Monday, March 4, 1996 


Okavango 
French Programme 


Documentary 
Omi sciences 
Sene 

Les Compagnons De L’Aventure 
Serie 

Chateau Vallon 
Le Journal 
Magazine 
Faut Pas Rever 
News Headlines 
Major Dad 

Discovering The Continent 
The Bold And The Beautiful 
A Fine Romance (Drama) 

News In English 
Feature — “My New Gun” 

Starring: Diane Lane & James Legros 

Mancuso FBI (Police Drama) 


Bonkers • 

Richie Rich 
Bush School 
Playabout 
Bustin’ Loose 

The Animals Of The Mediterranean 
Okavango 

Children's Programme 
Ordy 

Children’s Programme 
Cupido 
Serie 

Les Compagnons De L’Aventure 


Sunday, March 3, 1996 


7:35 

8:00 

8:45 

9:10 

10:00 

10:25 

11:30 


Short Stoiy Cinema 
Sea Quest 

America’s Funniest People 


Widows (Ep. 7) 
News In English 


News In English 
Second Chances (Drama) 
Gasic Movie 


Saturday, March 2, 1996 

Moomin 


7:30 

7:35 

8:00 

8:35 

9:15 

9:30 

10:00 

10:25 

11:15 

12:00 


The Flintstones 
Disney’s Aladdin 
Mac And Mutley 
The Peak Practice 
Okavango 
French Programme 
Documentary 

Des Plantes Et Des Homines 
Serie 

Les Compagnons De L’ Aventura 
Magazine 
Envoye Spencial 
Le Journal 
Magazine 
Sports Et Musique 
News Headlines 
Are You Being Served 
Cinema, Cinema 
The Bold And The Beautiful 
A Song For Annie 
Women Of The World 
News In English 
Counterstrike 
The American Chart Show 
Evergreen (Mini Series) 


7:30 

7:35 

8:00 

8:30 

9:10 

10:00 

10:25 

11:15 

12:00 


Magazine 
CEstPas Sorrier 
Family Programme 
L’Ecole Des Fans 
Le Journal 
Magazine 
Cinq Sur Cinq 
News Headlines 
McHale Navy 
Invention 

The Bold And The Beautiful 
Temples Of The Gods 
News In English 
Perfect Scoundrels 
Thurus Rising 
Ellen 


Tuesday, March 5, 1996 


Captain Planet 
Jonny Quest 

Iris — The Happy Professor 
Spirit Of Adventure 
Scientific Eye 
Okavango 

Children’s Programme 
Ordy 


Children’s Programme 
Cupido 


Serie 

Les Compagnons De L’Aventure 


Varieties 


“I said I am. under arrest!” said Samuel while on the 
phone to his wife. “I have been arrested on charges of car- 
rying offensive weapons.” 


***** 


** Is this the first time to get a new passport? 

Hal hathehi awwalu marraten tastakhriju feeba 

jawaz saforin jadeed? 


PUZZLES 


AN ANIMAL REBUS 


WRITE down the letters making the name of the first 
object depicted, take away the letter *B’ add the letters 
making the name of the next object, and so on, according 
to the plus and minus signs. 

The letters which remain at the end will make up the 
name of an animal. 


* * * * * 

e.'fic ' v-'. • ■■ 

«-«», v«-«ii jnn 'iff; sm : n 

FROM; ajSwcdjsh newspaper cpmestbe story jof ai peas- 
ant who had to go into hospital for an operation. • 

As soon as be arrived be was given a good bath. As he left 
the bathroom he remarked to the attendant, “Well, it wasn't 
as bad as I expected. I’ve been dreading that operation for 
years.” 


:..a^ i«>.y j - ; \S-sl : 


•<> ■uimvT T< . :a. 






A MAN went to a hospital to visit a friend who was 
recovering from a tonsil operation. As he entered the lift 
the attendant asked, “Which floor?" The visitor thought for 


-E+jf-A-? 


7:30 

7:35 

8:00 

8:25 

9:10 

10:00 

10:25 

11:15 


Celine Dion 
Le Journal 
Magazine 
Ushuaia 
News Headlines 
You Bet Your Life 
Clive Anderson 
The Bold And The Beautiful 
Harry (Drama) 

News In English 
Devices And Desires 
Feature: “Lies Of The Twins” 
Starring: Isabella Rossellini & Aidan 
Qiunn 


Wednesday, March 6, 1996 


7:30 

735 

8:00 

8:25 

9:10 

10:00 

10:25 

11:20 

1230 


The Flintstones 

Speed Racer 

Billnye The Science Gny 

Dinosaurs 

Alex Mac 

Okavango 

Childrens Programme 
Sophie Et Viiginie 
Serie ■ 

Les Dames De La Cote 
Le Journal 
Magazine 
Sports Et Musiqul 
News Headlines 
Evening Shade 
The Nature Of Things 
The Bold And The Beautiful 
Qed/Cot Death 
News In English 
Airwolf (Drama) 

The Silk Road 
Second Thoughts 






a moment, then brightened up and said, “Men’s tonsils, | 
please.” 
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By Deborah Cole 
Reuter 

BERLIN — Acior Jack Lemmon, who has been able to 
swing skilfully between comedy and drama in a career 
spanning four decades, received an honorary Golden Bear 
Award for his life’s work at the Berlin Film Festival. 

Lemmon, 71. is die seventh actor in the 46-year history of 
the Golden Bear to receive the prize. 

Classics like Some Like It Hot in 1959. with Tony Curtis 
and Marilyn Monroe, and The Odd Couple in 1968, oppo- 
site frequent partner Walter Matthau, established Lemmon's 
reputation as a comic genius with manic energy. 

The two-time Oscar winner, known for his acting risks, 
starred in the sex-cbarged The Apartment, the liquor-soaked' 
Days Of Wine And Roses and the titillating Irma La Douce. 

His career has continued into the 1990s, with a poignant 
performance as desperate real -estate agent Shelly Levene in 
Glengarry Glen Ross, and the comedy Grumpy Old Men 
and its sequel Grumpier Old Men with Matthau. 

During his visit in Berlin. Lemmon has walked through 
the Brandenburg Gate, met Mayor Eberhard Diepgen and 
signed the city's Golden Guest Book. 

-He will accept his Golden Bear at a sold-out screening of 
las 1973 drama Save The Tiger. 

His depiction of a desperate businessman in the film won 
Lemmon his second Oscar. The first was for playin° the 
conniving ensign pulver in Mr. Roberts” in 1 955. ° 

“Happiness,” director Billy Wilder once said, “is working 
with Jack Lemmon." 

Critics have praised Lemmon for displaying a sense of 
humanity with which audiences could easily relate. David 
Shipman called him: “Mr. average guy, junior executive 
version, immeasurably committed to right and truth, and 
permanently insecure about the choice he has made." 


Lemmon has been nominated for a total of eight Academy 
Awards and in 1988 won the American Rim Institute’s 16th 
Life Achievement Award. He has attributed much of his 
success to “remarkable coincidences that have nothing to do 
with me". 

"But I will say this,” he has said. "When you’re conduct- 
ing an overall career — be it in acting or golf — it’s a self- 
ish process. You must believe totally in what you are doing 
even if it is garbage.” 

Lemmon said he would continue to plug away at the age 
of 7! alongside a new generation of stars whose talents he 
admired. 

Lemmon, who recently finished filming Hamlet directed 
by British actor-director Kenneth Branagh, said the roles 
offered him os he aged had been richer, but the number of 
high-quality characters presented lo him had waned. 

"There are just so many Lears,” referring to the 
Shakespearean hero in his twilight years. “How long can 
you keep getting terrific parts? 

“I'm not going to be a leading man forever, but I've never 
been a straight leading man. I've been more of a character 
actor.” be told reporters, adding: “I have no intention of 
retiring.” 

Lemmon expressed admiration for a new generation of 
actors. 

“I don’t know where they get it at such an early age, but 
they’re terrific, just wonderful. It took me and my peers a 
longer period of time to learn what they’ve already 
learned," he said. 

He cited Academy Award nominee Elisabeth Shue 
(Leaving Las Vegas) and Jennifer Jason Leigh (Georgia) as 
giving especially powerful performances in films this year. 

“Both just knock your socks off, as far as I’m concerned. 
1 don’t know where those two kids learned so much. They 


are complete actresses." 

“I've always been attracted 
to contemporary characters. I 
understand their problems 
because I had the same prob- 
lems half the time.” said 
Lemmon, the son of a baked- 
goods salesman. 

“People began to see me as 
the guy down the street. I was 
playing contemporary char- 
acters that were identifiable 
to a contemporary audience.” 

Lemmon is widely admired 
for his ability to swing skill- 
fully between comedy and 
dramatic roles, but neither 
has trumped the other as the 
actor’s favourite. 

“I don't have a preference 
for comedy over drama. It's 
just the individual parts,” 
Lemmon said. 

The star credits comedy 
with helping him survive the 
challenges of fame. 

“I laugh very easily, thank 
God. It helps me both profes- 
sionally and personally." 

Lemmon was modest about 
his acting legacy after accept- 
ing his Lifetime Achievement 
Award. 



Veteren American actor Jack Lemmon gestures when he arrives for a news confer- 
ence at the 46th Berlin International Film Festival. Lemmon received an honorary 
Golden Bear Award for his life's work in motion pictures (Reuter photo) 

□oble profession, as Shakespeare said. 1 have a passion for 
I'd like to be remembered as a good actor. It think it is a it." 


Major film studios usurp 
independent filmmakers 


By Erik Kirschbaum 
Reuter 

BERLIN — The once clear-cut dividing line between 
“major” and “independent" films is becoming increasingly 
blurted and the accelerating trend away from formula films 
was on abundant display at the Berlin Film Festival. 

Many films from big-money “major" production compa- 
nies competing for Golden Bear Awards at the Berlinale 
that ended Monday have a distinctive “independent” feel — 
rough-edged and without the polish and glitz that is 
Hollywood’s signature. 

At the same time, more and more of the “independent" 
films made with small budgets and without hype had a 
more polished “major" studio feel about them. 

Major Hollywood producers like Warner Brothers, 
Columbia Tristar, 20th Century Fox and Buena Vista had 
entries such as Richard 111, Restoration, Sense And 
Sensibility, and Home For The Holidays that had indepen- 
dent-characteristics: Quirky approaches lo subjects, inven- 
tiveness, and no happy endings. t . . 

TOwfs been a cross-poll inati cm,” said Wolfgang Braun, 
£fie tgfflgging director of Buena Vista-in "Germany. “These 
(mde^ggotlookiDg) Eftns are earning money. And that is 
the reawff jwt about everyone makes films.” 1 
WMe big-budget Hollywood films normally cost nearly 
$30 million to make, independent films can be made for a 
fraction of that amount — for 5500,000 or even less. 

Major studios, all of which have produced big-budget 
flops at some point, have discovered they can make or dis- 
tribute several independent films for the price of one big- 
budget picture and have reasonable hopes that one catches 
fire. 

Recent hits such as Pulp Fiction, Kids, Clerks, Before 
Sunrise, Smoke and Blue In The Face had low budgets and 
extremely high returns on investment. 

Pulp Fiction cost $8 million and had a U.S. box office of 
5107 milli on Clerks had an even more phenomenal return. 
It cost $27,000 to make and raked in $3.1 million in U.S. 
sales. 


“If the major studios discover something makes money, 
they ail run after it," said independent filmmaker Murray 
Lemer. 

“After so many years of making formula films, they want 
to make films now that look like they don’t have a formu- 
la. People want novelty. But the majors will make so many 
of these movies that they will end up formularising the 
independent look." 

Although the trend among major studios to co-opt inde- 
pendents with rougher-looking, closer-to-real-life films 
began in the late 1980s with the surprise box office hit Sex, 
Lies And Videotapes, industry officials say it is accelerat- 
ing. 

The independent filmmaking movement originated in 
New York in the early 1960s and was led by people like 
John Cassavetes, who were inspired by the success of the 
French “new wave". 

“There has been a very clear tendency for majors to make 
more independent-looking films and independents to make 
more major-looking films," said Dieter Kosslick, the head 
of Germany’s North Rhine- Westphalia State Film Fund. 

“Many films are called ’independent' but they are not 
ri&Jly all thaf indbpendent any more, " said Wiel and Speck, 
head of the Berlin festival's section that screens indepen- 
dent films. 

Ian Birnie, the director of the American Independents and 
Features Abroad (A1FA) that brought dozens of U.S. inde- 
pendent films to Berlin's market, said that even Hollywood 
stars are eager to restart stalled careers by doing indepen- 
dent films. 

Birnie said that after John Travolta's waning acting career 
was rejuvenated with Pulp Fiction, others such as Burt 
Reynolds are now reportedly eager to do independent films. 

“All it takes is a few films like Pulp Fiction and the whole 
industry starts paying attention ” Birnie said. 

“It’s a good era to be an independent filmmaker. The 
major studios don't know what to produce any more. The 
old formulas aren’t working the way they used to. They are 
breaking away from the assembly line system.” 


emas usually dropped 
them within a week or 
two. 

“German films are now 
doing so well that even 
American distributors are 
getting into the act,” said 
Heinz Badewitz, head of 
the German section of the 
Berlin Film Festival. 

“There’s an amazing 
tumround in the German 
film industry.” 

1995, five German- 


In 

made 

more 


Comedies revive German film industry 

By Erik Kirschbaum 
Reuter 

BERLIN — A string of 
light, pacy German 
comedies has captivated 
audiences from the Black 
Forest to the Baltic in the 
last few years, rejuvenat- 
ing the domestic film 
industry. 

Germany’s film indus- 
try has long been known 
for serious, arthouse 
movies but younger film 
makers are aimin g at cap- 
turing a wider share of 
the audience. 

“A new generation of 
filmmakers are making 
films the broad public 
wants to see, not films for 
themselves,” said 

Michael Hanfeld, film 
critic of the Frankfurter 
Allgemeine Zeitung, one 
of the country’s leading 
newspapers. 

‘They’re making films 
that are not so heavy and 
burdened as in the past." 

The latest success is a 
comedy called 

“Maennerpension" 

(Men’s Hotel), which has 
been a sell-out at cinemas 
nationwide. 

The romantic comedy 
instantly soared past sev- 
eral Hollywood films to 
the top of the German 
charts with more than 
200,000 viewers on its 
first weekend. For 
decades now, German 
films have been hard 
pushed to get 100,000 
viewers during their 
entire run. 

Indeed, if you wanted to 
see a German film you 
had to hurry because cin- 


films attracted 

than one million 

viewers — more than in 
the whole period between 
1991 and 1994 — and 11 
had more than 100,000. It 
was the best year in liv- 
ing memory. 

Hollywood still domi- 
nates Germany — and 
much of Europe — with a 
market share of about 80 
per cent. 

But German films took 
about 15 per cent of the 
audience in 1995. double 
the level of the late 1 980s 
and early 1990s, and 
industry executives see 
that rising to more than 
20 per cent within a few 
years. 

' All the films were m 
German and as a result 
have little chance of 
being exported beyond 
Austria or Switzerland. 

But Germany is the 
world’s second largest 
and wealthiest film mar- 
ket after the United States 
and last year cinema tick- 
et sales totalled 1.3 bil- 
lion marks (S882.3 mil- 
lion). 

That lucrative market 
has attracted the attention 
of major Hollywood stu- 


dios such as Buena Vista 
and Warner Brothers. 
Both have begun to dis- 
tribute German-made 
productions in addition to 
the usual imported 
Hollywood fare. 

“The German film mar- 
ket is a very important 
market for us,’ said 
Wolfgang Braun, manag- 
ing director of the 
German unit of BUENA 
VISTA. “In the last two 
years German films have 
improved. They’re mak- 
ing films that the public 
is interesting in seeing” 

Most of the recent nits 
featured strong stories 
and witty dialogue. 

Indeed the screenplay for 
one of last year’s biggest 
hits, “Stadteespraech" 
(Talk Of The Town), was 
written by American 

screenwriter Ben Taylor, 
who lives in Germany. 

The successful films are 
often aimed at young audi- 
ences with stories of every- 
day trials and tribulations 
such as unfaithful partners, 
lonely hearts, meddlesome 
parents and housing short- 
ages. 

These films seem to have 
ended a long era of difficult, 
brooding movies examining 
dark aspects of Germany’s 
tortured history. 

“This phase that now 
seems to be over was per- 
haps needed,” said Rainer 
Kauftnann, director of 
“Stadtgespraech”. 

His film had box office 
takings of 15 million marks 
($10 million), modest by 
American standards but still 
roughly four times what it 
costs to make an average 


German film. 

‘Ten years ago the public 
didn’t want to see German 
films,” he said. “Now there 
is tremendous interest" 

Kauftnann said that a big 
problem in the past was the 
inattention paid in Germany 
to screenplays. These were 
often treated as an after- 
thought by the filmmaker, 
wbo often produced and 
directed the films and sat 
behind the camera. 

The biggest recent hit, 
"Der Bewegte Mann" (The 
Most Desired Man) ' cost 
less than five million marks 
($3.4 million) and took 70 
million marks ($47.5 mil- 
lion) at the box office. 

"People want to see 
German films,” said Til 
Schweiger, the 32-year-old 
star of "Der Bewegte 
Mann” and “Maennerpen- 
sion”. 

“I think it’s being demon- 
strated that Germans are 
capable of making great 
comedies. 

Before the Nazis took 
power in 1933, Babelsberg 
on the outskirts of Berlin 
was one of the world's lead- 
ing film centres, producing 
classics such as Fritz Lang’s 
“Metropolis” in 1926 and 
Marlene Dietrich’s “Der 
Blaue Engel” (The Blue 
Angel) in 1930. 

But Lang, Dietrich, Billy 
Wilder and others left for 
Hollywood during the early 
years of Nazism. 

The German film industry 
may never recapture the 
glories of Babelsburg’s hey- 
day, but the new breed of 
filmmakers has certainly 
learnt how to win back the 
domestic audience. 


Film on IRA founder 
causes storm in Britain 


By Philippe 
Bemes-Lasserre 
Anence France Presse 

DUBLIN — a planned 
film on the life of 
Michael Collins, 
founder of the Irish 
Republican Army 
(IRA), has brought 
angry reactions from 
British politicians. 

The U.S. movie by 
Nell Jordan, due to be 
released in six months, 
stars Liam Neeson of 
Schindler’s List fame 
as Collins, who found- 
ed the IRA in 1919 and 
succeeded with the aid 
of a guerrilla campaign 
in securing British 
departure from most of 
Ireland. 

But the six 
Protestant-dominated 
counties of Northern 
Ireland remained in 
British hands and 
Collins was assassinat- 
ed in 1922 by IRA 
hardliners who accused 
him of betraying the 
cause of a united inde- 
pendent Ireland. 

Academic Roy Foster, 
professor of Irish histo- 
ry at Oxford, com- 
mented: “This is about 
the whole Collins myth 
as the acceptable face 
of freedom fighting.” 

“Collins is a very 
adaptable figure 
because he died young 
at the height of his 
achievement,” Prof. 


Foster said. 

But he added: “He 
did not have to live the 
consequences. His por- 
trayal as a hero isn’t 
the most enlightening 
way to understand 
what actually hap- 
pened.” 

Prof. Foster’s criti- 
cism was mild com- 
pared with the rage this 
latest film on the Irish 

S uestion, which follows 
ordan’s The Crying 
Game and Jim 
Sheridan’s In The 
Name Of The Father, 
has engendered among 
some Conservative 
politicians in Britain. 

• Member of', parlia- 
ment Barry Porter 
fumed: ‘This is a trav- 
esty. We are getting 
used to this anti-Britisn 
view from the United 
States.” 

Speaking before the 
recent bomb blasts 
which ended a 17- 
month IRA truce and 
threw the whole 
Northern Ireland peace 
process back to square 
one, Mr. Porter said: “I 
am sick of this roman- 
tic and plainly inaccu- 
rate view that is being 
taken of this entire 
issue. It can hardly be 
helpful if we are to get 
the peace process 
working. 

“We can ill-afford to 
take the risk of having 
this process damaged 


by some ill-informed or 
worse filmmakers.” 

Another Tory MP, 
Dame Jill Knight, said: 
“It sounds very much 
to me as if this will be a 
film presented as a 
piece of history but 
which in actuality is a 
tissue of lies.” 

Director Neil Jordan 
is unrepentant, saying 
the reaction reflected 
“a kind of embarrass- 
ment about Irish histo- 
ry.” 

’The reason people 
object to this Is because 
they object to a film 
being made about 
Collins at all,” he said. 
“I don’t change faets. I 
studied history at uni- 
versity, I did a degree 
in Irish history ana at 
one stage 1 was going to 
be an historian 
mvself” 

Jordan added, “it is 
quite preposterous that 
people should choose to 
comment on something 
they have not seen. 

“I would not choose 
to comment on any- 
thing If I had not been 
properly briefed on it 
The presumption that 
this is a Hollywood 
movie is absolutely 
ludicrous; Hollywood 
did not want to make 
the movie.” 

In Northern Ireland 
itself, the film has 
served to draw a paral- 
lel between Collins and 


Gerry Adams, leader of 
Sinn Fein, the political 
wing of the IRA, who 
backed the peace 
process but became 
caught in the deadlock 
between Loudon and 
the paramilitaries 
about concessions. 

Recent graffiti on the 
wails of Republican 
districts in Belfast 
read: “Gerry Adams, 
remember Michael 
Collins.” 

Collins said when he 
Initialled the treaty 
with Britain setting up 
the Irish free state, now 
the Republic bf 
'Ireland, that he was 
signing his death war- 
rant 

Meanwhile Jim 
Sheridan, whose In The 
Name Of The Father 
Covered the trial and 
imprisonment in 
Britain of a group 
falsely accused of being 
IRA bombers, is 
preparing to rub the 
London establishment 
the wrong way again. 

Starring Helen 
Mirren, his next pro- 
duction is the story of 
Bobby Sands, an IRA 
prisoner in Northern 
Ireland who starved 
himself to death in 1981 
after the government of 
Margaret Thatcher 
refused concessions. 


Oscar-nominated Babe 
brings home the bacon 


By Belinda Goldsmith 
Reuter 

CANBERRA — The cre- 
ator of the Oscar-nomi- 
nated Australian film 
Babe said Wednesday he 
was stunned by the inter- 
national success of the 
film. 

The heartwarming story 
of an orphaned pig who 
aspires to be a sheepdog 
was nominated Tuesday 
for seven Oscars, adding 
critical acclaim to its con- 
tinuing box-office suc- 
cess in the U.S., Europe 
and Australia. 

“During the process we 
had wild fantasies that it 
could be very sucessful, 
but nothing this big," 
first-time director Chris 
Noonan said in an inter- 
view on Australian radio. 

Babe, made with the 
relatively low budget of 
$25 million, has raked in 
$125 million at the box 
office since its launch in 
the U.S. last September. 
Referred to in some 
uartera as “Jurassic 
ork,” the Australian film 


S 


features footage of live 
animals interspersed with 
“animatronics*’ — a spe- 
cial effect technique 
using remote controlled 
robots. . 

Nominated for best pic- 
ture, best director, best 
supporting actor and four 
minor awards, Babe tied 
with the high-brow Sense 
And Sensibility as the 
third most honoured film 
in the Oscar nominations. 

Last month, the 
Hollywood Foreign Press 
Association awarded 
Babe with the Golden 
Globe Award for best 
comedy. 

Such has been audience 
identification with the 
film's plucky porcine 
hero that the pork indus- 
try has complained about 
a fall in sales. 

T think that innocence 
is what melts * people’s 
hearts," said Noonan, 
whose directing experi- 
ence until now was 
restricted to documen- 
taries and television. 

“The fact that Babe has 
application to what he 


wants to do and will just 
plod along until he gets 
done what he wants to 
do, 1 think people admire 
that in the character as 
well." 

Noonan said he decided 
to make the film after 
falling in love with the 
book, The Sheep Pig. 
written by Yorkshire 
farmer Dick King-Smith. 

The movie was seL at 
the fictional Hoggett 
Farm in the lush unaiiTat- 
ing hills of the southern 
highlands, about an hour 
and a half’s drive south 
west of Sydney. 

The area has now been 
dubbed “Babeland" by 
the locals, who report a 
flood of inquiries from 
Australia and abroad 
from people who have 
seen the film. 

"Most people believe 
the Film was shot at a real 
farm and are quite disap- 
pointed when we rell 
them it was not.” said 
Trish Bow of the 
Mittagong tourism office. 

“But we can offer coun- 
try drives in the same 


area and past the private 
property where the film 
was set." 

Some entrepreneurial 
local shop keepers have 
started to cash in on the 
Babe boom. 

In Bowral, the Empire 
Cinema has been giving 
away "Babe autographs." 

Assistant manager 
Jason Halls told Reuters 
that the two lead sheep- 
dogs in the film. Pixie 
and Fly, spent a day at the 
cinema pawing auto- 
graphs for their fans, to a 
great response. 

Some local shops are 
starting to sell Babe T- 
shirts. Babe posters and 
cuddly stuffed pigs. 

Already, a Babe sequel 
is being planned, while 
director Noonan is being 
flooded with job offers. 

“It is quite stunning, it's 
almost a ridiculous thing 
to happen/’ he said. 
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AIDS information kiosks — Prevention on display 


TWO SHOPS, open to everyone, 
display AIDS on their store fronts, 
to provide quality information. 
Their voluntary workers also give 
information sessions in schools. It 
is prevention for young people, 
given by young people, with a smile 
and good humour into the bargain. 

By Florence Raynal 


PARIS — “A few years ago, one knew someone who knew 
someone... who had AIDS. Today, who does not know 
someone who is contaminated? Prevention is not enough. 
Yet AIDS is everyone's concern,” Aim£ Bonelli, one of 
those in charge of the kiosk, protests. “Using a condom has 
to be made commonplace. It has to be turned into an act of 
hygiene. Children are tanght to brush their teeth. Let us 
teach them how to protect themselves. There axe too many 
false ideas going around. No, you cannot catch AIDS from 
shaking hands with an HIV-positive person, nor by kissing 
him!” 

In this spirit, at the end of 1992, members of the AJCS (an 
association of young people against AIDS) which published 
brochures such as Motherhood And AIDS and Drugs And 
AIDS, decided to disseminate an abundance of quality 
information to a broad public. What better place than a wel- 
coming shop in a busy place? It is important to talk, to 
astonish and to dedramatise. The decision was thus taken to 
display AIDS in a shop-window, with humour. It meant the 
end of those discouraging places concealed upstairs. Die 
contact had to be direct in order to get the message across. 

Thanks to its netwoik of partners and financiers (Paris 
City Hall, the Ministry of Health, the Student Health 
Insurance System, etc.), the first kiosk was opened in the 
Latin Quarter. Two years later, following its success, anoth- 
er far larger one was created near the Marais District The 
disease came out of the hospitals and opened up to the city 
and to life. This is a unique initiative in Europe. 


shop. The brochures, published by associations and by insti- 
tutions, are freely available to all. Indeed, the kiosk aims to 
be a tool which is useful to the official organisations for 
fighting the epidemic, like an association. 

Everybody is given a warm welcome here. Nobody judges 
anybody else. With a smile on her lips, a voluntary worker 
goes up to two teenagers, “So, you’re back again! Can I 
help you?” Behind her, a transparent sweet-jar contains 
condoms which the kiosk gives free of charge to visitors. 
“At tiie same time, we try to put a message across. For 
instance, we ask young people how one can be contaminat- 
ed by HIV”, Aim 6 explains. “It is important for them to 
know, that they can get what they need to protect them- 
selves, here”. 

Towards the back, a comer is devoted to homosexuals. 
Here things are stated clearly, frankly and naturally. All 
requests for information must be met and, if needed, the vis- 
itor has to be directed to a better suited centre such as a hos- 
pital or an association. “We are not a medical or social or 
gay structure, but a prevention organisation”, Aim& 
reminds os. The kiosk, which refuses to exclude anybody, 
also provides kits for the hard-of-hearing, for immigrants 
and for illiterate persons. 

Today, each shop receives about twenty visitors a day and 
the number is growing. There is a variety of customers con- 
sisting of passers-by and tourists, young people and youth 
leaders, social workers or contaminated persons, whose 
proportion is increasing. In addition to these visits, there are 
60 to 80 telephone inquiries for documents every day. 
including requests by mail. 70 per cent come from the 
provinces which reveals a considerable lack of preventive 
organisations there. 

“Not enough value is given to the preventive aspect Few 
associations are really concerned wife it”, Herv 6 L 6 gerot, a 
voluntary worker, notes. The big associations should allow 
HIV-positive people to live normally and not to aid them 
continuously, and to do more in the field to stop the virus 
from going around”, Catherine Aub&re, a 26-year-old vol- 
untary worker, who was contaminated right from her first 
sexual relation, vehemently confirms. She has bravely cho- 
sen to witness by displaying the fact that she is HIV-posi- 
tive. 



One of the AIDS information kiosks in France 


Young people talking to young people 


Free admission 


There is a ray of sunshine and the door of the kiosk is 
wide-open and welcoming. A television set facing the street 
shows a preventive video. Most of the existing documents 
(books, films and CDs) line the shelves in this mini book- 


Aboot thirty young people replace one another between 
the shop and fee operations carried out by the kiosk and the 
AJCS. Indeed, at the request of headmasters, teachers and, 
above all, social workers and medical staff, they organise 
two-hour-long information sessions in stale or religions sec- 
ondary schools in the Paris area “We ask the teachers to 
leave die room so that the young people feel more free to 


speak. They ask their questions and we discuss them. It is 
more of a discussion than a lecture but the most essential 
things are said,” Catherine explains. “It is primordial feat 
fee people who intervene come from the outside and feat 
they are young people speaking to young people in their 
own language”. Aim 6 confirms. “Moreover, we adapt our 
vocabulary to the place where we axe speaking. What 
counts is to make people aware of certain things and to rec- 
tify false ideas.” 

Everyone agrees that although young people are increas- 
ingly informed (more by their friends and the media than by 
their parents!) many of them are mis-informed. A recent 
survey by fee National Agency for Research on AIDS 
(ANRS) nevertheless reveals feat “The belief in the trans- 
mission of fee virus on contact or by being near a contami- 
nated person is less widespread than in the general popula- 
tion”. 

Each intervention costs 500 francs, but the price can be 


S. says AIDS deaths rising; ages 25 to 44 hardest hit 


By Mike Cooper 
Reuter 


mated that, among all 
ages, 55,000 to 60,000 
people with AIDS died in 
1994, the latest year for 
which figures were avail- 
able. The total U.S. popu- 
lation is about 260 mil- ■ 
lion: r ■'fl. ■ 

. The^ ^eney^saicb>lhe' : 
total number -AIDS'- 
deaths rose nine per cent*' 
from 1993 to 1994. 

The CDC said AIDS 
accounted for 19 per cent 
of all deaths among peo- 


ATLANTA (R) — Deaths 
from AIDS rose nine per 
cent in a year and the dis- 
ease was .the. leading 
cause of death among 
Americana aged 25 to 44 
second year in a 
row, federal health offi- 
cials said. 

The U.S. Centres for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) esti- 


ple aged 25 to 44 in 1994. 
Of ail AIDS deaths in 


Of all AIDS deaths in 
1994, 72 per cent were 
among people aged 25 to 
44, 25 per cent were 
among those age 45 or 
older, and three per ceqt 
occurred in people seder 

r •••tT 

'Dir. John’ Ward, ch«ir df 
the CDC’s HIV/AIDS 
Surveillance Branch, said 
deaths from AIDS can only 
he estimated because death 
certificates sometimes list 


other causes. 

“Based on death certifi- 
cates we know of an esti- 
mated 42,000 persons who 
have died of HIV, and that 
number may be as high as 
55.000 to 60,000,” Dn Ward 
A ’q&itin“ t-v^osb c- .-w 

AmoBg-p&ple^ag^d -25- to 
- 44fAIDS caused 32per cent 
of deaths among black men, 
22 per cent of deaths among 
black women, 20 per cent 
among white men and six 
per cent among white 


women. In this age bracket, 
the rate of AIDS-related 
deaths rose 30 per cent 
among white women. 28 per 
cent among black women, 
and 13 per cent among 
•. black .roert. The. rateiamongi 
? white. xnen-i‘ageti32&Uqr.44 
’/ chaagedi-httkv. -toe j.l€X>C 

said. 

“It’s sobering to me that 
almost one out of every 
three black men who die in 
this age group die of HTV, 
an illness that wasn’t even 


recognised 15 to 16 years 
ago,” Dr. Ward said. These 
are very disturbing statis- 
tics.” 

The CDC said 1994 was 
the first year that AIDS was 
. fee legcting. cans&. of dpafe 
^ ag&£5 
. to; 4 ^ancU,he^econci year.it 
was 1 :,the; steading, cause 
among black women in that 
age group. 

AIDS has been the leading 
cause of death among black 
men aged 25 to 44 every 


year since 1991. 

Die rate of AIDS-related 
deaths among people age 25 
to 44 was almost four times 
as high among black men 
than it was among white 
men fee.- CDC said,, and the 
rate was tune times $Sibtgb 
Tor. black women, as it was 
for white women. 

In 1994, fee death rate 
from AIDS was 177.9 per 
100,000 among black men 
aged 25 to 44, and 512 per 
100,000 among black 


STARTING PLACES 
By Fran and Lou Sabin 


1 Lowboy 
8 Lfro 

ID -HowIT 
u vb 0 <t— 

IB Key surface 
13 Tusker 
31 Seeing bonzy 

SI Transmogrify 
22 F«*w 

Bogtfanotedi hafts 
from here 

25 Breathing bounds 

26 Comp pt 

27 Without Question 
26 Mattes 

competition 
20 Natural transition 
area 

31 Bugle cat 
33 Treat harshly 
35 FtightJess birds: 
jrer 


X Sounds of 

uncertainty 

37— Cty. OK 
38 John Wayne (ten 
<0 Oftas 
43 Guy Lombaido 


46 Orfy tender 

49 ’Awake and Smtf - 
playwright 

51 SWH 

52 0v« — Presley 

53 Capt Hook's 
aide 

54 VMM 

55 Eori DenBtggara 
haded bom here 

60 Rules of conduct 

62 Mysterious 

64 Names 

65 Wetcomors 

66 CttymBratfl 


68 Bettmore’i 
R*fcen 

ta Orpartc 

compounds 

72 Outtandv 

74 Em oUon M peng 

77 Russian 
ptaywrfgfri 

79 Ftng vkjteully 

61 Gene Autry he3s 
from here 

83 AEtanoo letters 

85 Curved wheels 

86 AtttertOon 
lurWBore 

88 Ftaefcabbr 

69 Winner's share 

91 — Lanka 

92 Ernest 
H en u ngw a y halted 


98 Chong's partner 

100 Trigonometric 

101 Recent: pref. 

103 Decoy ofa kind 

104 Turns b<afde out 
106 Stsdumnag 
110 woven tabHa 

112 Carpenter's tod 

113 FaO guy 

114 Other side 

115 Aquatic or ga ni sm s 

116 Pai&SekhaOs 


120 Outset 

121 Oottnettw «r 

122 Ms. Cinders 

123 SMng she 

124 Luxurious 

125 Ptaener 
128 Stern 
127 Reformer 


DOWN 

1 U.S inventor. 
Andrew 

2 ShoepEke 

3 ArnstCteuda 

4 Work und 

5 Scelood lean 

6 More or less 

7 Unk ot loudness 
B Author Homing 
9 CA dry 

10 Source at OH 
n Lfce Grumpy 

12 Field- piM. 

13 Small child 

14 Typo of booth 

15 Jos Garage la 
halts ham horo 

16 Voungs!»e 

17 Qeete 

21 Fragrances 
i 23 hem taken out 
24 Word In radio 
nraman 


30 A sofvent 

32 Musical brook 

33 Zero 

34 Bette Mttterfik* 
37 Contented sound 

39 Une* pref. 

40 Show respect 

41 Brekistorm 

42 Cheriee Lmdbaigh 
haded from hero 

44 Moved the Irinemo 

45 Shadow 

47 5*4 Inter group 

48 Mrs. Tracy 
50 SUWi 
53 Tonsured 

56 Juan ot TV 

57 Composer — 

Herb Brown 

58 Japanese cobi of 
yore 

59 Hagai's wife. In 
comics 


er Dedtfy Werbucfcs 
emptayee 
63 Namesakes of 
StnperLMna 
67 Embassy menper 

70 — sense 
Ontutton) 

71 FOH aefS o vetn e nt 

72 Rudsnenta 

73 TV producer. 

Norman 

75 Hope 

76 RtnowndM 
78 Bud holder 

80 TV 3 -Remfnglon 


82 Gr. resi sta nce 
force 

84 Flushed 

67 And eo forth: 
abbr. 

90 Atop 

92 NauScaf woigN 


S3 Trode-m 
34 Reman of 
distinction 

95 Number 
06 •Sheq” 

96 Sent— m 
Pcllters 

102 Compteie 

103 Cttybi Uruguay 
ICE Having the 

Unaura of haiak9c 
tur 

106 Arctic 

107 Astir 

106 Cacophony 
<09 AudUans 
HO Eat nothing 
111 St rikebreak er 
113 —monster 

117 —and cry (public 

damn) 

118 BuUBgK d wor 

119 18. 21. etc. 


Diagram! ess. 19 x 19 
By Frances Burton 



Year of the vaccination 


By Philippe Coste 
Agence France Presse 

PARIS — Two centuries after the first vaccination was 
given, 1996 has been declared year of fee vaccination in a 
campaign to heighten awareness of the advantages of vac- 
cines in stemming fee spread of many diseases. 

The U.N. Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), the World Bank and fee Rockefeller 
Foundation are marking the bicentenary by alerting public 
health officials and families around fee world to fee impor- 
tance of affording protection to the greatest number of chil- 
dren and adults possible. 

National vaccination days are planned in fee countries 
most concerned, with a target of inoculating more than 300 
million children. 

In countries where civil war still rages, including 
Afghanistan, El Salvador, Sri Lanka and Sudan, fee organ- 
isers hope to get fee belligerents to agree to truces so that 
medical teams can do their work on specified “days of 
calm”. 

It was English country Doctor Edward Jenner who in 
1796 gave the first successful vaccination, against small- 
pox, to one James Phipps, an eight-year-old. The dose was 
extracted from blossom, a cow infected wife bovine small- 
pox. 

Almost 200 years later, in 1979, the WHO declared small- 
pox bad been wholly eradicated from die Earth. 

But more than 20 million children still die each year for 


want of protection against fee most prevalent diseases, even 
though UNICEF has seen to it feat nowadays eight infants 
out of 10 are inoculated against the six child killers: 
Measles, tuberculosis, tetanus, diphtheria, whooping cough 
and poliomyelitis. 

The WHO estimates that three milli on lives a year are 
saved by vaccinations. Apart from fee supply of drinking 
water, no other measure had made such an impact on reduc- 
ing deaths from infectious diseases than vaccination, not 
even antibiotics, the WHO says. 

Despite the availability of specific vaccines, sorhe dis- 
eases still pose a threat or are making an alar ming come- 
back. 

Diphtheria is reappearing, with more than 100,000 cases 
recorded in the former Soviet Union. Measles, tetanus and 
whooping cough together account for 2.1 million deaths a 
year, and hepatitis B carries off between one and two mil- 
lion people. There is no vaccine yet for malaria, which con- 
tinues its ravages. 

At least seven million people die from bacterial and viral 
diseases including cerebro-spinal meningitis, the A, C and 
E strains of hepatitis, dengue and acute respiratory infec- 
tions. 

All those diseases could be avoided thanks to new vac- 
cines, the WHO insists. It thinks three more diseases which 
could be eradicated like smallpox before the end of the cen- 
tury are polio, filariasis caused by parasitic worms, and 
measles. 


Studies still conflict on power lines and cancer 


ACROSS 
i SngBrOavte 
4 Cuts short 

8 — mods 

9 Bofllnplooo 
ID Tall late 

12 -ABeDfor— 1 - 

13 Treks 

17 — ill Troy 

18 Shop 

19 Uncompromising 

22 Boast 

23 Lamwl 


25 Turncoats 
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Last Weak'a Cryptograms 

1. Middle age: That tine of life when yon finally know yonr 
way a round, and no longer hanker to go- 

2. Home gardener boys something dirt cheap: A forty ponnd 
bag of potting soil for leas than fifty cents. 

3. Always averse to a sexist expression, captain of a leaking 
and sinking ship gravely orders his crew to -person all life 
rafts.” 

4. Moat of aa, even oar government, give short shrift to 
thrift. 
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LONDON — A new study published recently showing feat 
power lines can attract cancer-causing gases has rekindled 
a debate over whether people can get cancer from power 
stations or even ordinary household appliances. 

Research dating back more than 20 years shows clusters 
of cancer cases around power plants, and some link cancer 
with fee use of electrical appliances such as industrial 
sewing machines and mobile telephones. 

But no one has been able to show how this might happen. 

All power lines generate an electromagnetic field. It def- 
initely has an effect, but there is as yet no proof that it dam- 
ages human cells or in any way hurts people. 

The report by physicists at Britain’s University of Bristol 
showed that power lines attracted particles of radon — a 
colourless, odorless gas strongly linked wife cancer. 

A report leaked last October from fee U.S. National 
Council on Radiation protection said there was a “powerful 
body of impressive evidence” showing that even very low 
exposure to electromagnetic radiation had long-term effects 
on health. 

The report cited studies that show electromagnetic fields 
(EMF) can disturb fee production of the hormone mela- 
tonin, which is linked with sleep patterns. It said there was 
strong evidence that children exposed to EMF had a higher 
risk of leukaemia. 

The report recommended a safety limit of 0.2 microteslas. 


a very weak field compared to those generated by house- 
hold appliances. A person standing 30 cm away from a vac- 
uum cleaner or electric drill can be exposed to anywhere 
between two and 20 microteslas. 

In July, Canadian researchers told the Lancet nodical 
journal they had found a high rate of leukaemia among chil- 
dren whose mothers had worked at sewing machines w hile 
pregnant 

Checks showed fee operators were exposed to more elec- 
tromagnetic radiation than people who work on power lines 
or in power stations. 

A 1993 Swedish study found train drivers’ exposure to 
high-dose electromagnetic fields doubled their risk of can- 
cer. 

Marta Feychting of Sweden’s Karolinska Institute looked 
at 1 27,000 children who lived near big power lines for over 
o years and found twice the risk of leukaemia. 

“In our study we found about a two-fold increase in the 
nsk if fee children were living dose, within 50 metres ofa 
mg power line ” she told Britain’s Channel 4 Television; 

This translated to a risk of only two in 20,000 as comr 
pared to one in 20 . 000 , but is still enough to cause concern. 


ANSWERS 
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adjusted- Die voluntary workers also want to reach other 
people and so they intervene in sporting or military circles 
but also in trade furs, student fetes and concerts, where they 
hold a mini kiosk. Diey feus also meet 35-40 years-olds, 
who are less inclined to protect themselves than young peo- 
ple. “But we are not going to stop there. We intend to install 
free condom dispensing machines in night-dubs, restau- 
rants and bars, asking for a contribution from them to keep 
fee machines stocked up,” Aim 6 explains, well aware that 
even if the condoms are free, not everyone will nse them. “It 
depends, above all, on everybody’s will not be contaminat- 
ed.” 

The latest big project is to have other tides benefit from 
the success of fee experience by setting up further kiosks. 
Die only town to have already replied favourably is Lille. 
Indeed, prevention is still not to everybody’s taste yet Nor 
is speaking openly of sexuality. But tomorrow, it could be 
too late! — L ‘ Actualite En Prance. 


women. 

The CDC also warned that 
the estimated 80,000 HIV- 
infected women of child- 
bearing age who were afive 
in 1992 will leave approxi- 
mately 125,000 to 150,000 
d^dren wbeb they die djur- 
r»«r loom 


‘ Among people aged 25 to 
44, the secoDd-feading 
cause of death is uninten- 
tional injuries — mostly 
motor vehicle accidents, Dr. 
Ward said. 
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Wye talks resumed; Syrian 
paper denounces bombings 
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WASHINGTON (R) 
Israel and Syria opened a 
third round of U.S.-mediated 
peace talks on Wednesday 
after a delay of more than an 
hour, the State Department 
said. 

Deputy spokesman Giyn 
Davies said the negotiations 
began at the secluded Wye 
Plantation conference centre 
•*} nearby Maryland after 
^' S ‘r*k* ,dc *I e East coordina- 
tor Dennis Ross held pre- 
viously unannounced sepa- 
rate discussions with the two 
delegations. 

Mr. Davies gave no details 
on the reason for the separate 


discussions, which followed 
similar talks Mr. Ross had on 
Monday and Tuesday. 

Meanwhile, an official Sy-. 
rian newspaper, in a major 
policy shift, condemned Sun- 
day's bomb attacks in Israel. 

The official English- 

language daily Syria Times 
referred to the two suicide 
bombings by militants, which 
killed 25 people, as an ordeal 
but said they should serve as 
a motive to Israeli nego- 
tiators to accept Syria’s de- 
mands in the talks. 

“Tnririeniallv. the Israeli 


negotiators will be coming to 
Maryland from the ordeal of 
two bombing operations that 
left a high toll among the 
Israelis," the paper said in a 
commentary signed by its 
chief editor, Walid She- 
hadeh. 

"Although the incidents 
are condemned, these bomb- 
ings and acts of violence, and 
the ensuing closure of the 
occupied territories, must be 
a lesson from which every- 
body should know that real 
peace is the only way to end 
tension and violence," the 
paper added. 


Iran pledges to back hardliners 
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DAMASCUS (AFP) — Ira- 
nian Vice President Hassan 
Habibi met exiled Palestinian 
opposition leaders in Damas- 
cus on Wednesday and 
pledged his country's support 
for their armed struggle 
against Israel. 

Mr. Habibi. making a 
three-day visit to Syria. Iran's 
principal Middle East ally, 
met Damascus-based leaders 
of hardline groups opposed 
to the Middle East peace 
process. 

Among those he held talks 
with were George Habash. 
chief of the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
and Ahmad Jibrii, leader of 
the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine- 


General Command. 

Ramadan Abdallah Shal- 
lah, head of Islamic Jihad, 
and Imad A I Alarm, a senior- 
member of the Islamic Re- 
sistance Movement (Hamas), 
were also at the same meet- 
ing. 

Mr. Jibrii told AFP that he 
had underlined “the wish of 
the Palestinian people and 
opposition forces to continue 
the struggle" against Israeli 
occupation of Palestinian 
lands. 

He praised Iran’s stance 
and said the Oslo accords on 
Palestinian autonomy were 
“humiliating." 

Mr. Habibi stressed "Iran’s 
support for the Palestinian 
resistance fighters who will 


continue the struggle against 
the Zionist presence on 
Palestinian land," Maher 
Taher, a member of the 
PFLP, said. 

TTie Iranian vice president 
arrived in Damascus on Tues- 
day at a time when relations 
between Iran and Syria have 
deteriorated since Damascus 
resumed peace negotiations 
with Israel in December. 

However, both countries 
i nsisied on Tuesday that they 
were committed to maintain- 
ing strong ties. 

Mr. Habibi delayed his 
visit originally scheduled for 
early January to protest 
Syria's support for the United 
Arab Emirates in a dispute 
with Iran . 


Economic programme seeks self-reliance 


(Continued from page 1) 
emising its fleet. RJ is even- 
tually slated to be privatised 
and studies have already 
been completed. 

Mr. Kabariti said the gov- 
ernment was going ahead 
with plans to fully commer- 
cialise the operations of the 
state-owned Telecommunica- 
tions. Corporation (TCC) and 
restructuring the TCC's tariff 
structure. 

According to a government 
plan, the state will continue 
to own die TCC, which will 
be registered a. fully commer- 
cial entity, but. will open the 
sector for private sector com- 
petition. 

Mr. Kabariti said a feasibil- 
ity stud/ oh building railways 
has been completed. Plans 
include laying railways from 
Amman to the Syrian border 
and eastwards from Zarqa to 
the Iraqi border. A study is 
also underway for privatising 
the Aqaba Railway Corpora- 
tion, be said. 

Mr. Kabariti promised that 
his government would con- 
tinue the policy of subsidies 
but would ensure that only 
those in actual need receive 
such benefit 

It is estimated that sub- 
sidies, direct and indirect, 
account for about JD 160 
million in the state budget. 
According to government 
sources, the state is seeking a 
balanced and gradual reduc- 
tion of the subsidies and to 
use the saved funds in pro- 
jects that contribute to 
national economic growth. 

It is not yet clear how the 
nearly one-month-old Kabar- 
iti government intends to 


proceed towards reducing 
subsidies, but, given the very 
orientation towards self- 
reliance. moves are expected 
to be taken very soon, the 
sources S3y. 

Following are major ex- 
cerpts from Mr. Kabariti's 
speech touching on economy: 

The government plans to 
reexamine the roles of the 
private and public sectors and 
will make sure that neither 
tresspasses over the other. 
The public sector will direct 
its attention to laying the 
grounds and creating the 
right environment ter invest- 
ments in an environment 
characterised with trans- 
parency and fair application 
of the law and free of all 
forms of impediments. 

By this the government 
hopes to ensure the employ- 
ment of die largest possible 
sector of the workforce, in- 
crease exports to non- 
traditional markets, earn the 
country hard currency for 
financing development 
schemes and reduce reliance 
on foreign grants and loans 
which will eventually and in- 
evitably come to an end. 

The government will con- 
tinue to apply the economic 
reform programme in the 
period of 1996-1998 which 
aims at ensuring continued 
growth of the gross domestic 
product at the rate of six per 
cent annually, reduce deficit 
in the fiscal budget down to 
2.5 per cent during 1998 and 
reduce the deficit in the cur- 
rent account of the balance of 
payments to 2.8 per cent in 


that year. 

The government will en- 
sure protection of industrial 
and intellectual property and 
will submit to Parliament a 
draft law on trade patents 
and a draft law on copy 
rights. 

The government will sup- 
port the private sector’s 
efforts to increase its capabil- 
ity to produce better and 
higher quality products so 
they can compete on the fore- 
ign markets and wilt place its 
technical and information 
services at the Jordanian in- 
Vestoi# OTSposh ^specially 
wiilv*regard^cy-the'require- 
ments of 1 1 international mar- 
kets, opportunities for invest- 
ments, exports and the diver- 
sification of commodities. 

The government will offer 
incentives and adopt legisla- 
tions that would give banks 
an impetus to offer medium- 
and long-term financing for 
industries, especially smaJI- 
and medium-size firms, and 
will provide funds for the 
housing sector. 

The government will carry 
out agrarian reform program- 
me in cooperation with the 
private sector and wilt direct 
the farming sector towards 
producing products of real 
need to the local and foreign 
markets and will strive to 
secure sufficient water for 
irrigation. 

The government will sup- 
port farmers’ efforts to ac- 
quire technology and modern 
means of fanning and will 
encourage the private sector 
to set up firms that can 
assume the task of marketing 
agricultural produce. 


Peres extends closure 


(Continued from page 12) 


Since Sunday's bombings, 
Palestinian security forces 
have arrested some 250 activ- 
ists of Hamas, including some 
70 rounded up in Gaza over- 
night. 

Mr. Peres also warned 
Tuesday night that if Mr. 
Arafat did not curb militants, 
Israel might not puli back 
troops in Hebron by the end 
of March as is stipulated in 
tbe autonomy agreement. 

"He has to put under arrest 
people who are really orga- 
nising and commanding the 
terrorist activities. We expect 
Arafat to fulfill his part," he 
added. "If not we will have to 
consider many things, maybe 
Hebron included." 

Mr. Peres' popularity 
plummeted after the suicide 
bombings. 

Three months ahead of 
general elections, Mr. Peres, 
the architect of Israeli- 
Palestinian peace agreement, 
has lost his comfortable lead 
in the polls and is now run- 
ning even with challenger 
Benjamin Netanyahu who 
has said he would freeze or 
slow the peace process. 

Wednesday marked the 
second time Palestinian 
police issued an ultimatum to 
surrender arms. A similar 
ultimatum last May passed 
without police making good 
on threats to raid homes and 
punish those hiding illegal 
arms. 

Among* the Hamas activists 
detained in the current sweep 
were only five members of 
Hamas 1 military wing, lzze- 


dine A1 Oassam, and two of 
the group's political leaders. 
Mr. Arafat has carried out 
such sweeps in the past to 
appease Israel after bombing 
attacks, and then gradually 
released the detainees. 

The car rot -and -stick 
approach towards Hamas is 
pan of Mr. Arafat's attempt 
to persuade the group to re- 
nounce violence and turn it- 
self into a political opposition 
party. 

Arafat spokesman Marwan 
Kanafani said Wednesday 
that Mr. Peres was mistaken 
if he believed Hamas could 
be neutralised with force. 

"He (Peres) thinks we can 
solve the problem by putting 
them in prison.” Mr. Kanafa- 
ni told the Associated Press. 
"We must talk (to Hamas) to 
solve the problem." 

Hamas said on Wednesday 
that an Arab^American who 
rammed his car into a crowd 
at a Jerusalem bus stop on 
Monday was a member of its 
military wing and was aveng- 
ing the death of Palestinian 
militant Fathi Sbaqaqi. 

Ahmad Abdul Hamid 
drove his hire car into a 
crowd of Israelis in Jerusalem 
on Monday, killing one 
woman and injuring 22 othei 
people. Bystanders then shot 
him dead. 

Israeli police said they had 
discovered he had recently 
become a devout Muslim and 
might have had links to the 
militant Islamic Jihad group 
opposed to the 1993 Israel- 
PLO peace pact. 


S.Arabia, Kuwait balk at Qatari call 


(Continued from page 12) 


source close to the govern- 
ment said late on Tuesday. 

He told Reuters that for- 
mer Minister of Economy 
and Trade Sheikh Hamad 
Ben Jassim Ben Hamad A! 
Thani, also a former police 
chief, is accused of "master- 
minding" the plot. 

The suspect "was sitting in 
his car near the Qatari-Saudi 
land border (on Feb. 17) 
waiting to drive into Qatar if 
the plot succeeded. But for- 
tunately, all people involved 
in the attack and tiying to 
capture' a battle lank, at! the 
border'werd- Overwhelmed ■ 


and rounded up," he added. 

Qatar also accuses the man 
of “having taken $100 million 
from Sheikh Khalifa Ben 
Hamad A1 Thani and hatch- 
ing the plot on behalf of 
him." said the well-placed 
source who asked not to be 
named. 

The whereabouts of the 
wanted sheikh were not im- 
mediately known but officials 
in neighbouring states said he 
was a frequent visitor to the 
United Arab Emirates, 
where the deposed emir , now 
: resides*, and;. Rahraia- . 


A1 Aswaq to fire 127 


(Continued from page 12) 

Asked if the decision was 
made to get rid of some of 
Sawt A1 Sha'ab journalists, 
Mr. Sartawi dismissed the 
case as irrelevant. 

The 127 journalists on 
Wednesday formed a three- 
member committee that will 
negotiate on their behalf, Mr. 
Kallab said. 

The committee would hold 
talks with the government, 
the Ministry of Labour, the 
president of the Jordan Press 
Association (JPA), Suleiman 
Qudah, and Speaker of the 
Lower House of Parliament 
Sa’ed Hayel Srour, who, Mr. 
Kallab said, has promised to 
cooperate in finding a solu- 
tion to the crisis. 

"If we failed to find a 
solution to our problem, we 
will stage a general strike 
which all journalists at the 
paper are folly prepared to 


participate in,” hfc added. 

Han an Kiswani. one of the 
dismissed journalists, said 
that she had been working 
with the paper for three years 
and was totally dependent on 
it. 

"We have the right to de- 
fend ourselves as most of us 
are members of the JPA,". 
she said. 

One source said th^t the 
government had granted the 
newspaper licences for a 
women’s magazine, one 
weekly and one daily news- 
paper. But, she added, no- 
thing was done so far about 
these projects since they have 
been licensed six months ago. 

The newspaper has 317 
employees and 45 of them are 
free-lancers, she said, adding 
that if these projects were to 
be implemented in the future 
the paper will need all tbe 
qualified employees it dismis- 
sed. J 


Focus is on strong Arab relations 






(Continued' from page 1) 
Riyadh, leaving Kuwait as 
the only Gulf country with 
which the Kingdom is yet to 
mend fences. 

But even with Kuwait, the 
prime minister said, signs of 
|*restoring relations are start- 
ing to appear in the horizon. ” 

Strong signals that the pro- 
cess of reconciliation with 
Kuwait has started to appear 
recently with His Majesty 
King Hussein and Kuwaiti 
Emir Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah talking on 
the phone for the first time 
since the Gulf war and the 
crown princes of the two 
countries exchanging letters. 

This prospect of improve- 
ment in Jordanian-Kuwaiti 
ties developed as the King- 
dom became more forceful in 
distancing itself from the Ira- 
qi regime, of which Mr. 
Kabariti has been a vocal 
critic since he was foreign 
minister in the government of 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker. 

The policy statement in- 
cluded only one reference to 
Iraq. Even though the state- 
ment was less conspicuous in 
its opposition to the Iram 
regime, its language reflected 
the determination of the gov- 
ernment to keep moving 
away from the Iraqi govern- 
ment. . . . 

“As for Iraq," said the 
prime minister immediately 
after pointing to the . pros- 
pects for improvement in ties 


with Kuwait, "we announce 
our concern for the unity" of 
that country. 

“At the same time, we 
announce that we are with 
the Iraqi people and any 
effort that could ease their 
suffering and enable them to 
realise their rights to free- 
dom. democracy and to plur- 
alism in a way that would be 
in harmony with the plural- 
ism and diversity of the Iraqi 
people," said Mr. Kabariti. 

Mr. Kabariti’s emphasis on 
democracy and pluralism was 
seen as an assertion that Jor- 
dan will not improve rela- 
tions with the Iraqi regime, in 
light of a recent statement by 
the prime minister describing 
Iraq under the current regime 
as a place “where there is no 
dignity for a human being or 
respect for a citizen. " 

In the one paragraph that 
he devoted to ties with Israel, 
the prime minister, who play- 
ed a major role in passing the 
peace treaty with Israel at the 
Lower House of Parliament 
in his capacity then as chair- 
‘ man of the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee, reiter- 
ated the Kingdom’s commit- 
ment to implementing all the 
agreements that were signed 
in accordance with the treaty. 

"The government will im- 
plement the agreements that 
vlrere signed under the 
• Jordan- Israel peace treaty," 
said the prime minister. 

He noted the beginning of 


talks over the rights of dis- 
placed persons who left the 
occupied Palestinian territor- 
ies in 1967 and said that talks 
over the 1948 refugees and 
the properly rights of Jorda- 
nians in Israel will start soon. 

Addressing an issue that 
was repeatedly raised by par- 
liament, Mr. Kabariti said 
that the government is espe - 1 
dally concerned with the 
issue of Jordanian prisoners 
and detainees in Israel and 
other countries, adding that 
efforts to ensure their release 
will be completed as soon as 
possible. 

Information Minister Mar- 
wan Muasher had earlier said 
that a six member group of 
prisoners in Israel, whose 
number is estimated at a 

. maximum of 36, will be re- 
leased today. A second group 
will be released next week. 
Dr. Muasher said. 

* As he stressed commit- 
ment to comprehensive peace 
in the region, Mr. Kabariti 
said Jordan will support the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) in its peace talks 
with Israel and in its efforts to 
consolidate security in the 
Palestinian are?s. 

Jordan will also support 
the • PNA’s endeavours to 
“realise the Palestinian peo- 
ple’s right to self- 
determination on their land 

• and the establishment of their 
independent state on it with 
Jerusalem as its capital," he 


said. 

Syria and Lebanon will 
also receive Jordan's support 
in their efforts to establish 
just regional peace and re- 
gain their occupied lands and 
water rights within the 
framework of international 
legitimacy and the resolu-’ 
.tions of the Security Council 
and the United Nations, the 
'prime minister said. 

Mr. Kabariti also said Jor- 
dan will maintain dose ties 
with Egypt and other Arab 
countries for the benefit of 
the whole Arab Nation. 

In line with his govern- 
ment’s professed policy of 
openness to the outside 
world, the prime minister 
pledged commitment to alt 
international treaties to 
which Jordan is party and 
closer economic links with 
the world, noting Jordan’s 
participation in United Na- 
tions peacekeeping forces, 
especially in the former 
Yugoslavia. 

The prime minister said the 
Kingdom is committed to a 
speedy conclusion of the 
partnership agreement with 
the European Union and the 
establishment of a free trade 
area in line with recom- 
mendation of the Middle 
East and North Africa econo- 
mic summit which was held in 
Amman in October. 

The foreign policy part of 
the policy statement addres- 
sed most of the issues that 
p^.liumentarians are ex- 


pected to raise when they 
begin debating the statement 
Saturday. 

Arab relations and the 
policy towards Iraq are ex- 
pected to dominate the de- 
bate and hence is the focus of 
Mr. Kabariti, a deputy whose 
government indudes another 
21 parliamentarians, on his 
government determination to 
build stronger Arab ties and 
his more-conscious-than- 
usual statement on Iraq. 

The government is ex- 
pected to receive the support 
of the House for its pursuit of 
better Arab relations. But it 
is expected to come under 
critirism over ties with Israel 
from lawmakers opposed to 
the peace treaty, espedally 
the Islamic. 

The policy towards Iraq 
could also prove to be a 
tricky issue m the debate in 
light of expectations that the 
Kingdom is working with the 
United States to bring about 
political change in Baghdad 
and the opposition to U.S. 
intervention in the affairs of 
the region. 

But Mr. Kabariti is ex- 
pected to skirt criticism 
through focusing on human 
rights violations in Iraq and 
stressing the Kingdom's com- 
mitment to the policy of non- 
interference in rhe domestic 
affairs of Iraq beyond helping 
the Iraqi people attain their 
rights and choosing the foture 
path of their country. 


Water sector to be revamped 


(Continued from page 1) 

sector in the next 10 years. 

The government is com- 
mitted to ensuring that the 
entire population of Jordan 
receives uninterrupted pow- 
er, he added. 

Jordan ranks top among 
Third World countries in 
terms of electrification. 
Almost 100 per cent of the 
country's population now re- 
ceives electricity. 

In the water sector, Mr. 
Kabariti said his government 
was "commuted to mod- 
ernise the national water plan 
with a view to unifying and 
managing this important sec- 
tor." 

He noted that work on the 
Karameh Dam would be 
completed soon and the Kaf- 
rain Dam would be raised 
before the end of 1997 to 
increase its reservoir capac- 
ity. 

The government will also 
speed up work on building 
tne water projects with Israel 
involving the Yarmouk and 
Jordan rivers as called for in 
the Jordanian-Israeli peace 
treaty of October 1994 as well 
as additional projects in the 
Wadi Araba area, the prime" 
minister said. 

A water irrigation network 
will be completed next year 
and the open canal in the 
Jordan Valley will be re- 


placed by a pipeline to in- 
crease the effectiveness of the 
irrigation system in the area, 
he added. 

While Mr. Kabariti did not 
spell out the means through 
which the efficiency of the 
national water sector could 
be increased, it is expected 
that the government would 
soon introduce a new struc- 
ture of tariffs that aims at 
increasing the levy for water 
from those who consume 
high quantities while protect- 
ing the low-income groups 
which are traditionally low 
consumers. 

Parallel to the new struc- 
ture of tariffs, the govern- 
ment is also working with the 
World Bank to increase the 
overall cost-efficiency of the 
water sector, whose revenues 
account only for a fraction of 
the actual costs of processing 
and distributing water. Leak- 
age accounts for a good pan 
of the sector's losses. 

In other sectors, Mr. 
Kabariti said, the govern- 
ment will: 

— Expand the telephone 
network to cover all areas of 
the Kingdom wherever the 
population was not less than 
200 people. He noted that a 
project that would make 
available 400,000 additional 
lines was expected to be in- 
itially operational this year. 

— Restructure the housing 


Deputies cautious but hopeful 


(Continued from page 1) 

fresh stan for a new era." 

"It is true that the state- 
ment was very long and de- 
tailed but it expressed a posi- 
tive orientation on the local 
front," Ms. Faisal told the 
Jordan Times. "The state- 
ment also showed the govern- 
ment’s commitment to 
achieve soda! justice and in- 
tention to cooperate with the 
legislative authority.” 

In the policy statement, 
Mr. Kabariti pledged to safe- 
guard public freedoms and 
apply the nile of law. He also 
highlighted the need for 
cooperation between the leg- 
islative and executive powers 
to achieve these objectives. 

"He is very dynamic, open, 
and ambitious,” Ms. Faisal 
said. "But I- have some re- 
novations.” 

The only female: deputy 
criticised what sJje saw as, 
“strong statements to the 
press” regarding other Arab 
countries, Bahrain in particu- 
lar. 

"He should be more cau- 
tious,” she said. 

Islamic Action Front De- 
puty Mohammad Oweidah 
voiced reservations over Mr. 
Kabariti's foreign policy, but 


they were mainly directed at 
the Kingdom's “rushed 
moves” towards normalisa- 
tion of relations with Israel. 

Dr. Oweidah, a member of 
the 16-member IAF bloc at 
the House, said the govern- 
ment does not live up to the 
LAFs expectations, especial- 
ly in the “normalisation 
field" and policies towards 
Iraq. But he expressed hopes 
that the new cabinet will be 
able to bring about change on 
the local front. 

"There is change ... and we 
hope there will be (more)," 
Dr. Oweidah told the Jordan 
Times. 

Centrist Deputy and for- 
mer Minister of State 
Mohammad Abu Olaim said 
he could not form a final 
judgement on Mr. Kabariti’s 
government before “seeing it 
in action" and implied that- 
:people should, not have high: 
„expectjajioi)§ “since all gov- 
ernments try to bring new 
hopes to people in distress." 

"Every government has its 
pros and cons,” Dr. Abu 
Oleim told the Jordan Times. 
"AH governments come with 
the prospect of change..." 

"(But) whoever does it 
we’re all the way with him,” 
he added. 


sector and encourage the pri- 
vate sector to invest in hous- 
ing projects. 

— Press ahead with plans 
to link the national power 
grid with that of neighbour- 
ing countries, including Syria 
and Egypt. 

— Will soon announce ten- 
ders to.build a 100-bed hos- 
pital in Sahab, a 100-bed 
rehabilitation centre for drug 
addicts, and a 50-bed hospital 
in Madi. In addition, hospit- 
als in Madaba, Ramiha, Salt, 
Maan, Karak, Jerash. and 
Ajloun as well as Amman's 
Al Bashir Hospitals will be 
expanded. Plans also include 
new hospitals to be built in 
Bani Kanana, Thiban. Wadi 
Musa as well as a mental 
hospital in Irbid. 

— Will amend the Social 
Security Corporation law to 
enable the corporation to 
provide better services to the 
public. 

— Will reexamine social 
development programmes to 
ensure that assistance reaches 
only those who deserve it and 
will also increase help to the 
needy by financing income- 
generating projects. 

— Will continue to sup- 
porting women's social and 
economic activities and will 
increase women's participa- 
tion in social development 
plans. It will follow up the 
implementation of the re- 
commendations of the World 
Conferences on Social De- 
velopment and will open so- 
cial development centres. 


New trouble 
for Peres 

(Continued from page 12) 

reconciliation talks have in- 
cluded no direct contacts be- 
tween the two men. 

The architect of the 
alliance is the hardline for- 
mer Likud Defence Minister 
Ariel Sharon, who in 1973 
played a central role in creat- 
ing' the Likud bloc. 

Mr. Lew said to be de- 
manding the number-two slot 
on the joint list of candidates 
plus six other spots for his 
party's members in the top 40 
— considered safe positions' 
to win a seat in the 120- 
member parliament, Knes- 
set. .. i 

■ ••Mr. Netanyahu already- 
agreed in January to give the 
number-two position on the 
list to Tsomer leader Rafael 
Eitan. 

In exchange Mr. Eitan re- 
nounced plans to run against 
Mr. Netanyahu and Mr. 
Peres for the posr of prime 
minister, which will be direct- 
ly elected for the first time 


!y e 
this 


year. 


Premier pledges serious effort 


(Continued from page 1) 

will be made before consulta- 
tion with the concerned par- 
ties in their respective fields. 
Our main criteria will be rais- 
ing the ceiling of freedoms 
and responsibility at the same 
. time,” he added referring to 
• the press. 

Tbe premier pledged to 
introduce a new election law 
to replace a draft law pre- 
pared by the former govern- 
ment of Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker which was highly criti- 
cised. Mr. Kabariti said that a 
neutral committee selected 
from the judicial branch will 
oversee* elections to guaran- 
tee that they be fair and free. 

The prime minister also 
stressed that the rights of 
citizenship and nationality 
will be guaranteed to all 
Jordanians. 

"It is a humanitarian, mor- 
al, and Constitutional right. 
Not granting it is harmful to 
the human dignity and would 
be incompatible with the con- 
stitution.” 

“My government will work 
on rectifying all passport- 
related problems and deal 
with all citizens, men and 
women, on equal footing re- 
gardless of their roots and 
origins,” Mr. Kabariti stres- 
sed. 

He said that the Ministry of 
Interior will set up a perma-. 
nenc office for an internal 
system of checks and ba- 
lances that ensures the pro- 
tection of citizens' rights. 

The premier also tackled 
the Islamists’ role jn the 
Kingdom and stressed on the 
need to improve the image of 
Islam and Islamists, 
stereotyped in many parrs of 
the world as terrorists and 
extremists. 

"Islam is the religion of 
tolerance and the message of 
the Prophet Mohammad was 
to enlighten people," he said. 
“My government will work 
on revealing the civilised face 
of Islam and confront all ene- 
mies who claim that fun- 
damental Islam is behind ter- 
rorism and waves of violence 
around the world.” 


But he published the need 
to refrain from using mosque 
pulpits for personal or politic- 
al purposes. 

“These pulpits should be 1 
expressive of the nation's 
conscience and its main 
cause," he said. 

Following are other points 
that Mr. Kabariti made: 

The government is deter- 
mined to fight all forms of 
financial, moral and adminis- 
trative corruption. 

The government’s top 
priority is safeguarding the 
Armed Forces and enhancing 
their capabilities providing 
them with all their require- 
ments so that they will con- 
tinue to serve as a shield for 
the homeland and a source of. 
pride for the Jordanian peo- 
ple and its leadership. 

The Ministry of Interior 
will set up a permanent 
bureau for internal control 
over its own departments in 
order to ensure the safety of 
all measures and procedures 
at the highest degree of in- 
tegrity and conforming to and 
in line with the criteria that 
would guarantee public in- 
terests. The government will 
monitor the manner in which 
the civil servants deal with 
the public because it is keen 
on ensuring such dealings are 
governed by the law. 

The minister of interior 
will follow up the various 
procedures which the Public 
Security Department under- 
takes with a view to safe- 
guarding an atmosphere of 
security and stability. 

The government believes 
in the need for developing 
the civil service and promot- 
ing its legislations in a man- 
ner that would ensure integri- 
ty and objectivity and fair- 
ness in appointments and in 
promotions. 

The government will exert 
its efforts towards activating 
and deepening the concept of 
decentralisation, the role of 
the executive and consulta- 
tive councils in all governo- 
rates in order to guarantee 
the .largest possible public 
participation in the decision 


making process. 

The cultural movement in 
Jordan will be given due 
attention and care and the 
government will encourage 
free expression and protect 
creative endeavours and sup-' 
port che work of writers and 
intellectuals and will back the 
efforts of cultural organisa- 
tions and their openness to 
other cultures. 

Furthermore, the govern- 
ment will encourage and 
sponsor care for children’s 
culture and will do all it can 
to promote the work of cultu- 
ral and theatre groups. 

The random and unorga- 
nised building operations 
have created confusion, swal- 
lowed productive agricultural 
land and have imposed addi- 
tional burdens on services. 
The government is concerned 
over regional planning, iden- 
tifying and classifying land 
uses for different purposes 
and will put an end to ran- 
dom construction expansion 
at the expense of the agri- 
cultural lands. 

The government believes 
that the municipal councils 
constitute the nucleus of a 
democratic society and local' 
development and so it will 
work towards deepening de- 
centralisation, and boosting 
load communities' participa- 
tion in council activities and 
direct contact with citizens. 

The government will focus 
attention on promoting the 
work of these councils and 
will help them to shoulder 
their responsibilities in de- 
veloping services. 

The government furth- 
ermore will direct its atten- 
tion to protecting the en- 
vironment and so protect the 
basic elements of sustainable 
development and combat all 
forms of pollution. 

The government will give 
due attention to science and- 
technology institutions and 
their activities so that it can 
contribute practically in the 
development of various sec- 
tors. 
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Governor Fariz sees ’96 
economic growth boosting 

Jordan’s foreign reserves 


By Suleiman A1 KhnlMi 

Reuters 


AMMAN — Jordan's Cen- 
tral Bank Governor Ziyad 
Fariz said Wednesday im- 
proved economic perform- 
ance in 1996 would ensure a 
stable dinar and help boost 
foreign reserves. 

Dr. Fariz said better eco- 
nomic performance in 1996 
— the economy is forecast to 
grow 6.S per cent — would 
help raise net foreign curren- 
cy cash reserves to £900 mil- 
lion from their current $500 
million by the end of the 
1996. 

This would meet an Inter- 
national Monetary Fund 
(IMF) three-months import 
cover target. 

“Our reserves are showing 
an improvement. With the 
commitments from our 
donors and Japan and overall 
improvement in the eco- 
nomy, it could top $900 mil- 
lion in 1996," Dr. Fariz told 
Reuters in an interview. 

Dr. Fariz said indicators of 
the balance of payments fi- 
gures so far show the eco- 
nomy would meet healthy 
1996 growth targets. 

The deficit narrowed 26 
per cent to an estimated $322 


million at the end of 1995 
with a record jump in ex- 
ports, tourism and remitt- 
ances earnings in 1995. 

Dr. Fariz defended a high 
interest rate policy, saying it 
was the cornerstone of “a 
successful policy of monetary 
and fiscal stabilisation." 

Interest rates on dinar 
yields have gradually risen 
over the last two years — 
they now hover at a high of 
8.50-9.00 per cent on deposits 
and 13.00-14.00 per cent on 
borrowing. 

The Central Bank coun- 
tered last November specula- 
tion on the dinar that ham- 
pered inflows into the Cen- 
tral Bank's reserves by fixing 
the dinar’s exchange rate 
against the dollar. 

Bankers say there has been 
a noticeable inflow of dollar 
funds into dinar assets, with a 
two per cent margin between 
the dinar and dollar interest 
yields encouraging investors 
to switch to the dinar. 

Dr. Fariz denied any nega- 
tive side effects on the eco- 
nomy of a tight monetary 
policy, which bank officials 
say is essential to contain 
inflationary pressures, main- 
tain the purchasing power of 
the dinar and prevent an outf- 


India projects strong 
economy for fiscal ’95- ’96 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — The 
Indian government has 
painted a rosy picture of the 
economy, projecting its 
annual growth at 6.2 per 
cent, but warned file coun- 
try’s open-market reforms 
were far from complete. 

“The task of reforms are 
for from over... and the gov- 
ernment will have to take 
difficult decisions for the 
growth rate to be main- 
tained,*' the finance ministry 
said in Its Economic Survey 
for fiscal 1995-1996 (Marcb- 
Apnl). 

The survey attributed the 
expected growth ’^to spurred 
industgal activity, 7 healthy ex- 
ports’ 1 and market reforms, 
which unshackled four de- 
cades of quasi-socialist in- 
sulations from the domestic 
market. 

“The reforms undertaken 
over the last four and a half 
years have led to a revival of 
strong economic growth... a 
substantial boom in exports 
and a marked decline in infla- 
tion,” the survey said. 

It discounted fears that 
foreign investments would 


swamp the home market and 
jack up unemployment in this 
country of 30 milli on jobless ' 
people. 

* ^*The full dimensions of the 
recovery produced by the re- 
forms initiated in June 1991 
are now becoming dear," it 
said and warned me govern- 
ment would have to take 
“hard decisions'’ to keep its 
market policies on the rads. 

The Indian economy, pro- 
jected to grow at 6.2 per cent 
in the 1995-96 fiscal year en- 
ding March 30, has been 
spurred by robust industrial 
growth of 10 per cent in file 
consumer, and the capital 
goods sector. , ^ . . 

Analysts and economists 
said the boyant economic 
growth will be hampered by 
an ongoing liquidity crunch, 
high interests rates and poor 
infrastructure. 

“The growth of the eco- 
nomy will slow down in file 
coming months due to a li- 
quidity crisis,” said Y. P. 
Srivastava, spokesman for 
the Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry. 


The economist said bank 
deposits, which were esti- 
mated to grow by $20.31 bil- 
lion In 1995-96, only 
amounted to $4.8 billion as of 
October. 

“Overall money supply has 
grown at a lower rate due to 
low foreign exchange re- 
serves and this has fuelled the 
liquidity crisis,** added 
National Council of Applied 
Research director Shashanka 
Bhide. 


The survey projected Indi- 
a’s current account deficit to 
be at 1.5 per cent of gross 
domestic product (GDP) and. 
said foreign ' exchange re- 
serves totalled $25.19 billion 
while overseas investment 
grew 100 per cent. 

Fiscal deficit also decline 
year-on-year to 5.5 per cent 
of the GDP, it said. 

“The dynamism and poten- 
tial manifested by industry 
suggest that high growth rates 
can be maintained in future. 
1995-96 is expected to end 
with an industrial growth of 
above 10 per cent,” the sur- 
vey said. 
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THE Daily Crossword by Roger Jurgovan 
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ACROSS 
1 Health farms 
5 Pippin or 
Baldwin 
10 El— ,TX 

14 Corrida victim 

15 Sap 

16 "Metamorph- 
oses’ author 

17 Most of the East 

18 Paddled 

19 Josip Broz 

20 Eventually 
22 Merchant 

24 Performs 

25 Spree 

26 Twitches 
29 Indirect 

confrontation 

33 Amerind craft 

34 Dupes 

35 Lawyers' org. 

36 Year in Madrid 

37 Rounded out 

38 " — M is e rabies" 

39 Hallucinogen 

40 Toll 

41 Awaken 

43 See — (agree) 

45 Hair 
preparations 

46 Formicary 
occupants 

47 Flat bread 

48 Blue dye 
51 On the — 

(honest) 

55 Person, place or 
thing 

56 Chicago airport 

59 Cooked 

60 Fuss 

61 Orange type 

62 Ignore 

63 Horse fare 

64 Corundum 

65 Observe 


fi (2 fa [4 ^Ms pr [a ft Mm h i i i 


26 1 27 28 


30 31 32 


48 49 1 50 


|52 153 |54 


56 

57 

58 




59 

Si - 






62 

64 






65 
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Yesterday's puzzle solved 


DOWN 

1 Tty 

2 Nosegay 

3 Diva's song 

4 Despised one 

5 Certain bricks 

6 Implores 

7 Face value of a 
bond 


8 Prevaricate 

9 In a row 

10 Spud 

11 Enthusiastic 

12 Location 

13 Redolence 
21 Head 

23 Moiders 

25 Drying cloth 

26 Ascend 

27 Garden flower 

28 Battery terminal 

29 Leave for later 

30 Anklebone 

31 Corpulent 

32 Assuages 
34 Victimizes 

37 Pairing, in a way 

40 ‘King — " 

41 Ms. Hayworth 

42 Endlessly 

44 Corrupts 

45 Auspiciously 
47 More pristine 
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48 Poop 53 Outfit 

49 Asia's mistress 54 Fountain 

50 Singing pair 57 Poor actor 

52 Msyor — 58 St. 


58 St. 


Israel 
closures 
have cost 
Palestinians 
$700 milli on 


Discontent in Lebanon rises 
despite post-war prosperity 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Discon- 
tent is rumbling across Leba- 


low into dollar denominated 
funds. 

Bankers blame the policy, 
which has attracted bank 
funds into higher yield Cen- 
tral Bank debt instruments, 
for dampening investment in 
the stock market and file 
higher borrowing costs for 
newly established industries. 

“I am satisfied with the 
results of the policy,'’ Dr. 
Fariz said. 

“The market has shown 
that this policy has been 
effective ... the proof of its 
results are in the foreign re- 
serves situation and the di- 
nars stability,” he said. 

Dr. Fariz said monetary 
policy would be dictated by 
market forces, and that the 
bank would not hesitate to 
act to ease interest rates if “at 
a certain time the market will 
tell me to do something about 
it." 

Bank officials admit the 
bank cannot afford to ease 
rates until foreign reserves 
reach the target level of $1 
billion. 

Total foreign reserves in- 
cluding foreign assets of 
banks stand currently above 
$3 billion, a three-fold in- 
crease from 1991. 


RAMALLAH, . West Bank 
(AFP) — Israel’s repeated 
closures of the West Bank 
and Gaza have cost the 
Palestinian economy more 
than $700 million since the 
launch of self-rule two years 
ago, Palestinian officials said. 

“The total losses incurred 
amount to $726 million since 
the start of Palestinian auton- 
omy," said the labour minis- 
try report. 

Israel has sealed its borders 
with the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank 23 times since the 
launch of autonomy — a total 
of more than 330 days. 

The labour ministry said 
the sums lost were greater 
than the aid given to the 
self-authority by donors. 

The repeated closures pre- 
vent more than 50,000 
Palestinian workers from 
reaching their jobs inside 
Israel. Unemployment in 
Gaza stands at 51 per cent 
knd 33 per cent in the West 
Bank, according to the 
Palestinian statistics office. 

Ghazi AJ Khalfii, the direc- 
tor of planning at the labour 
ministry, warned Tuesday 
that continued closures “will 
have destructive and danger- 
ous effects.” 

The Palestinian economy is 
heavily dependent on Israel, 
both for employment and 
trade, as the Jewish state 
controls the main crossing- 
points between Gaza and 
Egypt and between the West 
Bank and Jordan. 

Mr. Khalili told a press 
conference that the PNA was 
trying to come up with 
alternative sources of em- 
ployment and had asked the 
oil-rich Arab Gulf states to 
hire Palestinian workers. 

The Gulf states threw out 
thousands of Palestinians 
workers during the 1990-1991 
Gulf crisis, when PLO lead- 
ers were accused of support- 
ing Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. 

Israel, for its part, has 
drastically reduced the num- 
ber of Palestinians authorised 
to work in the Jewish state 
from 120,000 to around 
50,000 in the past few years. 


tent is rumbling across Leba- 
non from workers and fami- 
lies who struggle to make 
ends meet despite visible 
signs of post-war prosperity. 

The government Tuesday 
ordered the army to take 
responsibility for security 
across the country over the 
next three months and en- 
force a ban on demonstra- 
tions ahead of a planned 
general strike Thursday by 
the main trade union confed- 
eration. 

But Elias Abu Rizk, head 
of the powerful General Con- 
federation of Workers 


(CGTL), has vowed to defy 
the orders and go ahead with 


the orders and go ahead with 
the strike and mass demon- 
strations. 

A constant refrain comes 
up in conversations with the 
poor and the war-decimated 
middle-class alike in Leba- 
non: “The war was easier to 
bear.” 

“When there was shelling 
we could hide but you cannot, 
escape hunger or need,” said' 
Zaynab, a mother of eight, as 
she picked overripe tomatos 
from a vegetable cart in 
Beirut’s impoverished south- 
ern suburbs. 

“For lunch weH eat lentils 
and a salad and maybe some 
tinned meat. If s all that I can 
afford today,” she said, hag- 
gling over prices with the 
vendor. 

Her husband, an employee 
in a five-star hotel, earns 
800,000 Lebanese liras 
(around $475) or about three 
times the minim mn wage. 
But by the time he has paid 
the children's school fees, 
transportation and food there 


Games. 

The sports complex is one 
of several dozen post-war 
projects underway m Leba- 
non, which have swallowed 
up bOfions of dollars and 
attracted foreign investment 

The government of bil- 
lionaire Prime Minister Rafic 
Hariri, whose appointment in 
1992 was seen as a godsend 
amid hopes by many 
Lebanese that his wealth 
would rub off on them, is 
repeatedly .attacked over its 
ambitious schemes. 

“There are daily attempts 
to show that this govern- 
ment's only concern is infras- 
tructure projects as if these 
projects are not meant for the 
people and to improve their 
lives,” Mr. Hariri said Tues- 
day. 

a But for Khalil, a father of 
ri gh t and fisherman in the 
southern port of Tyre, whose 
children often dine on bread 
dipped in tea, “well-being” 
means greater gov e r nm ent 
interest in his trade that earns 
him about $10 a day. 

In the working class neigh- 
bourhood of Ain Remmaneh 
where file war broke out in 
1975, Rita Daoud, a. volun- 
teer social worker by day and 
paid nurse at night, sees mis- 
ery on a daily basis. ■ 

“Most of the people who 
come to our community dink: 


are people who struggle to 
make ends meet. Some don’t 
even have enough money to 
buy food. They come to see 
our doctors and get free 
medication,” she said. 

“The most difficult thing 
for me is to have to turn them 
away empty-handed. And I 
do that almost everyday,” 
she added. 

The head of the Caritas 
charity organisation. Father 
Faud Hajj, complained that 
when seeking assistance from 
international aid organisa- 
tions groups tike his are often 
told Lebanon no longer qual- 
ifies. 

“Your country is no longer 
considered a stricken country 
because of all the major in- 
frastructure projects under- 
way," be is fold. 

While Michel Boulous 
complains of “slow business’’ 
in his humble sandwich shop, 
valet parking is brisk across 
town at the Rabelais — one 
of Beirut's most exclusive 
restaurants where a meal for 
two can cost 60 per cent of 
die mimmum monthly wage. 

According to an official 
report released one year ago, 
cue milli on out of Lebanon’s 
3.5 milli on people, mainly 
wage earners and small far- 
mers hit hard by the civil war, 
live below the poverty thres- 
hhold. 


WTO head: Free trade 


is the only alternative 


is hardly anything left 
But like tens of thousands 


But like tens of thousands 
of others squatter* — mainly 
people displaced by the 197> 
1990 civil war or Israel’s 
occupation of a self-declared 
“security zone” in south 
Lebanon — they are spared 
from paying rent. 

Ms. Zaynab and her family 
live on toe edge of a muhi- 
million -dollar project to build 
a new sports city in Beirut, 
which workers are furiously 
trying to get ready for 
September when Lebanon 
hosts. the Sth.. Ran: Arab 


WELLINGTON (AFP) — No alternative exists to free 
trade and the globalisation of the world economy, the 
director-genera] of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) 
Renato Ruggiero has said. 

Free trade was not just a trade objective but also an 
element in decreasing obstacles between countries and 
peoples leading to interdependence and more -security. 

Critics of WTO argue that its rules allow multinational 
corporation to invest where and bow they wish, regardless 
of social, political or ecological consequences. 

They also say that its existence weakens the ability of 
lawmakers to protect workers, consumers and the environ- 
ment. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
$ by Maori Arnold and Mka Arabian 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
fou 1 ordinary words. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“Today my boss made me do a 
Vulcan mind meld with a bright 
young guy fresh out of college.” 


LENEK " 


POZAT 


HINSAV 





WARDTY 


~TTC 




Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer: 


I™ LIU 


Yesterday's | 


Jumbles: JUICY FEVER MINGLE DILUTE 
Answer. What the electrician faced when the lighting 
tailed — A DIM FUTURE 




I'VE OFTEN W0NDERED..I5 
THERE A DOG HEAVEN ? 



WHAT DO YOU suppose 
IT'S LIKE IN D06 
HEAVEN? > 


EVERYONE HAS A 
BOX OF CRAYONS 
AND THEIR OWN 
XOLORIN6 BOOK.. 


* . - 



Andy Capp 



Mutt’n’Jeff 



July 21) Get busy at important 
career activities you have to do 
and don’t leave them just for 
pleasure. Get them finished early 
this evening. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Make sure you handle important 
career activities and pay presang 
financial obligations before you 
take off with a good friend for 
recreations. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 


ber 22) Be sure to schedule your 
time and activities so that there 
will be no conflict between your 
.loved ones and a fellow associate 
at this time. 


I JUR A; (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Get important corres- 
pondence handled early today, 
and then later tonight see how 
best to make improvements in 
your environment. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Schedule your 
time today so that you can give 
attention to b u sine s s matters and 
creative ones as well later this 
evening. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) You may dis- 
agree with loved ones over per- 
sonal matters this morning but 
eventually come to the right 
meeting of minds. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Forget that private 
concern and go out and accom- 
plish a great deal today which are 
worthwhile towards achieving 
your success. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Get busy at busi- 
ness matters and avoid friends 
who could prove disappointing 
today. Get advice from know-. 
ledgeaUe experts. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Don’t permit a bigwig to 
discourage you with the handfihg 
of your career activities and 
.flunk of your , own personal bet- 
terment. 

Rfcrihstone of February: 
Amfethyst — Onyx 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, 
MARCH 1, 1996 


By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrolo- 
ger, Carroll FUghter Founda- 
tion 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Get busy at personal activities of 
a secret nature and handle them 
wisely, so forget whatever else 
you have in mind which must be 
completed. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Business fellow associates can 
aid yon in gaining personal aims 
today if you ask for- assistance 
tactfully and with finesse. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) If 
you are enthused about the 
career activities at band today, 
you gain fine benefits and added 
respect for higher-ups you associ- 
ate with. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Planning amusements 
for later in the coming days with 
old and new dose friends is wise 
early in the morning today so 
proceed. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
have a good opportunity to plan 
practical matters for your loved 
ones today and get good results. 
The evening can be vety happy at 
home. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Contact outside, associ- 
ates today and {dan important 
new deals with them and avoid a 
family disagreement which cbukl 
ensue. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) If you put more energy 
into the career activities you. are 
doing, you can gain greater be- 
nefit from and be very prosper- 
ous. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You ran easily 
gain your aspirations if you go 
after them today in a positive and 
conscientious fashion so that you 
can be very successful. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) The planets are 
favourable mostly to others to- 
day, so don't try to put your 
ideas across as yet or there could 
be disastrous results. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) This is a good day. 

today to handle correspondence 

and seek information you need, 
but avoid money involvement at 
this time, 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Seek out experts 
who can assist you to gun more 
assets today and handle business 
matters better. Avoid a talkative 
person who like to spread false 
information. 

WSCES; (February 20 to March 
20) Be with a long-time friend 
who can help you to get into 
channels which are more lucra- 
tive. -Enjoy the social rec reatio ns 
in the evening. 
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Birthstone of March: 
Aquamarine — Jasper. 
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Israel high court brings 
banking scandal to an end 


Experts see gloomy price prospects 
for petrochemical producers 


TEL AVIV (R) — A decade- 
old bank shares scandal that 
cost taxpayers $9 billion came 
to a close Wednesday when 
Israel's Supreme Court 
accepted an appeal by eight 
former banking executives to 
overturn their jail sentences. 

But the court upheld fines 
of up to S3U0.000 for some of 
the former executives found 
priity in 1994 oF manipulating 
the price of bank shares on 
the Tel Aviv Stock Exchange 
in the early l9S0s. 

The government paid S‘» 
billion to buy out the coun- 
irv's four major commerical 
banks in the lystls after their 
inflated share prices col- 
lapsed in a rush by investors 


to dump stocks and buy U.S. 
dollars on rumours of an im- 
pending devaluation of the 
Israeli shekel. 

The bankers expressed 
satisfaction at the Supreme 
Court verdicts. 

_ "We have K.000 workers. 
You can't say that if some 
clerk at one branch did some- 
thing wrong that manage- 
ment is responsible." former 
chairman of Israel Discount 
Bank, Raphael Recanati. 
told Israel Radio. 

Mr. Recanati is currently 
chairman of IDB Holding 
Corp. one of. Israel's biggest 
enterprises which owns 13 
per cent of Discount Bank. 

A Jerusalem district court 


judge shocked the banking 
establishment in 1994 when 
she sentenced the former ex- 
ecutives of Israel's top four 
banks to jail for the fraud 
scandal. 

Ernst Japhet. who chair- 
man of Bank Lcumi when it 
was Israel's biggest bank, hud 
been sentenced to II months 
in jail and fined S30G.UOC by a 
Jerusalem court. 

The implementation of his 
sentence and the others was 
delayed until the Supreme 
Court ruled on the appeal. 

The government is now in 
the process of privatising the 
four powerful banks: 
Hapoalim. Leumi. Discount 
and United Mizrahi Bank. 
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LONDON (AFP) — Bri- 
tain's leading retail banks en- 
joyed healthy profits last 
year, giving shareholders a 
boost while staff faced sweep- 
ing job cuts, annual results of 
the “Big Four” high street 
banks have revealed over the 
last tea days. 

The U.K. banking analyst 
at SBC Warburg investment 
bank, Chris Alierton, wel- 
comed banking results that 
showed an increase in pre-tax 
profits for each of Barclays, 
Natwest, Lloyds-TSB and 
Midland banks of 10 per cent 
or above as “pretty good.” 

“The banking industry in 
Britain is at its second year of 


20 per cent plus returns on 
equity after tax. This is about 
as high as it is anywhere in 
the world," he added. 

But Mr. Alierton pointed 
to severe job cuts among the 
leading banks as a major 
source of this surge in profita- 
bility, that he suggested came 
from a ‘‘combination of 
reasonable revenue growth in 
tandem with severe cost cut- 
ting” by banks, which have 
‘‘shed staff by three per cent” 
over the year. 

On Tuesday, Britain's 
largest bank in asset terms 
with a value of £168.8 billion 
($253.5 billion) Barclays, 
whose pre-tax profits soared 


by 12 per cent to £2.083 
billion last year, announced 
that job cuts were imminent. 

Barclays has shed 18.500 
jobs during the last five 
years. 500 of them last year, 
when the company notched 
up record profits. Union 
leaders said that they expect 
a further 10,000 jobs to go by 
the end of the decade. 

As shareholders relished a 
24 per cent rise in their 
annual dividends and watch- 
ed earnings per share rise by 
15 per cent, the bank's work- 
force voted in favour of a 
second ballot calling for 
strike action over low pay. 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
Some $30 billion word) of 
petrochemical projects are 
coming up in Asia as produc- 
ers seek to displace imports 
and develop exports, but im- 
mediate prospects for the in- 
dustry are gloomy, experts 
said Tuesday. 

Many companies posted 
record earnings last year as 
prices topped out in mid-1995 
“at what appears to be peak 
of the present petrochemical 
cycle," said Terry Robinson 
of the Chase Manhattan 
Bank, a financier of pet- 
rochemical projects. 

“Although 1995 as a whole 
was a record year, the im- 
mediate prospects for the in- 
dustry are less sanguine,” 
Mr, Robinson, who is with 
the bank's global chemical 
and related industries divi- 
sion, told an Asia-Pacific che- 
mical industry meeting. 

Paul Beckwith, group ex- 
ecutive of the bank’s chemic- 
al industries division, said a 
“small blip up" was expected 
in 1996 but it would be weak 
and short-lived, predicting 
that times would be tough for 
the next three or four years. 

Spot prices for commodity 
chemicals dipped in the 
fourth quarter of 1995 as 
production slowed in the re- 
gion following a drop in 
Chinese demand, coupled 
with high inventory levels 


and slow economic growth in 
the United States. 

The price of ethylene fell 
about 30 per cent last year, 
and the decline has continued 
into 1996, Mr. Robinson 
said. 

Ethylene and other pet- 
rochemicals are the building 
blocks for making plastics, 
fibres and packaging. 

Although China is ex- 
pected to resume imports in 
the second quarter and cut 
tariffs, the increase in de- 
mand is expected to be mod- 
erated by new capacity com- 
ing into the market later this 
year, he said. 

“The growth in additional 
capacity throughout Asia and 
globally during the next five 
years will hold prices down in 
the medium-term," he said. 

Strong demand in 1994 and 
1995 spurred a spate of new 
capacity announcements in 
the United States as well as 
Asia, where producers have 
committed $30 billion to new 
ventures. 

The Asia-Pacific is the 
world's fastest growing mar- 
ket for the chemical industry, 
and accounts for about one- 
third of worldwide chemical 
production with an output 
estimated at S4S0 billion this 
year. 

Yearly chemical sales are 
predicted to reach $500 bil- 


lion by 2000. 

Mr. Robinson said a prop- 
osed reduction of tariffs also 
had implications for many 
petrochemical developments 
planned in South East Asia. 
High tariffs had afforded che- 
mical producers a protected 
and profitable domestic mar- 
ket. 

In the Philippines, the de- 
velopment or a naphtha 
cracker has been "on again, 
off again" because of uncer- 
tainty over import tariffs, 
which were halved to 10 per 
cent last July but are ex- 
pected to be reinstated, he 
said. 

The cut had caused Thai 
Petrochemical Industries to 
pull out of constructing the 
first cracker in the Philip- 
pines. 

Chemical consumption in 
the Association of Smith East 
Asian Nations — grouping 
Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
the Philippines, Singapore, 
Thailand and Vietnam — is 
estimated to be worth $39 
billion, about two per cent of 
global demand. Its imports 
outweigh exports. 

Many projects were started 
in the region in the belief that 
tariffs would remain in force 
until investments become 
profitable, and tariffs cuts as 
part of plans for a regional 
free trade area could hit their 
bottom lines, experts say. 


U.S. offers to open telecom market 


ABIMAK FIMAMCXAZ. hmuOCT 
Bcrsrsc bank cents* akkut - arkfjsani 
.- tfLCTEQNXi 607111 7 607110 

ORlAHllED NHRXET SHAM PRICE LIST TOR HEOESSS&T 28/03/1996 


COCPAHY'b NAME 


ARAB HANK PIC 
JORDAN JCVTCOBW. rank 

bask or jomu.9 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 
INDUSTRIAL DEVEnoPhwrr SANK/ NEW 
JORDAN QULF BASK 
JORDAN ISXAKXC BANK 
JORDAN ZEVMmuUIC £ VZXXSCB. BIBX 
AMMAN SANK FOR INVESTMENT 
PB2UDELFEXA XHYE5ECNT BANK. 


VALUE PJUV . CLOSING 
SHADED CLOSING PRICE 
CD PRICE 

A660 234.290 2J3.4DO 

3434 <1.380 4.340 


SECTOR 


JORDAN natNCH INSURANCE 
ARM lUZ C ACCIDENT INSURANCE 
JORDAN GULF INSIDUUm 


- r V J $ U HAH C E 


SECTOR' 


Max iraxHBA: 166. 16 
CHANG* I — 0. JU* 

-i n i 

2.820 2. B30 

2. MO 2.370 
2./30 2.7SO 

ZNDEZ BUttBERi 139.1 1 - 

• *-?»**! J. 


JORDANIAN -SLSCTaze POWER 

■HXBM RATIONAL EHZPDSHG LlKRfl 

REAL B8XBZE rNVBSTRENI 

DNITHU NIDDLS EAST 6 CCtEOORE HOTELS 

AWad—a. TOR INVESTMENT b EDUCATION 

LAKES vxatm DN1VENB1TT 

UliUriED CO- FOR ORGANIZING LAND TRAMS. 

ma£W LAID DEVSIOTKEHT COW. 


SERVICE* SECTOR 


TUB JORDAN CBWENT PACSOJUE3 

THE ARAB POTASH 

JORDAN PBTBOLEDH REEINARY 

THE XHDOBTRTAT. COHMKHCLM. S AGRICULTURAL 

THE UCNBAH WORSTED M tf T . t 

ARM PHARMACEUTICAL NADUT7VCT0RTNC 

MR AL DANA OFIELOPHEKT A INVESTMENT 

ARAB ALUKXNZUB XKDUSTRV 

LIVESTOCK & POU L Tra 

ARAB PAKR CONVERTING B TRADING 

RATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

mXXOKAL XHDO S TBTRS 

nmoMuniATE fktho -choc cal inoost2IBS 

JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRI ES 

HATBBML CABLE A HIRE MANUPRCTURZHG 

JORDAN SULPBO-CEEttlCBLS 

ARAn CBBTSR JOS PHAM!. * QUU«ICAL3 

UKXVSRUL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RZSOOBCZA QO. 

JORDAN MM CABLE COMPART 
XL- EAT BEAUT BEAR MANUFACTU RING C O. 
XNTEXHftCTOSAL TOBACCO £ CIGARETTES 
UNION OUUUCAL 4 VWATLABLE OIL INDUS!*! 


T I D II S til I SECTOR 


GRAND TOTAL 


BO. OP T°ATugi 8EMISS IN PARALLEL MARKET 
mum TRADED IN PARALLEL MARKET 


231J0 63255 XNDBX NUMBER ■ 126.93 

CHASOZ i -0.60« 


234073 INDEX WUMBBRi 121.79 
CHANGE i -0.88* 


449326 INDEX NUMBS*! 163.97 
CHANGE i -0.89* 



GENEVA (R) — The Un- 
ited States pro- 

visionally offered trade part- 
ners unrestricted access to its 
domestic basic telecom- 
munications market in what it 
said was a bid to promote a 
global deal in the sector. 

The offer, a revision of 
earlier U.S. proposals, was 
lodged with the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) at the 
start of a week of intensive 
negotiations among 48 coun- 
tries aimed at concluding an 
accord by the end of April. 

In a statement issued 
through the U.S. Information 
Service in Geneva. Deputy 
Trade Representative Jeffrey 
Lang said the 1 offer came in 
response to culls; for 
Washington to make propos- 
als on opening local services 
to foreign competition. - 


The offer, he said, "in- 
cludes unrestricted market 
access and national treatment 
for foreign companies in the 
U.S. 'local* telecommunica- 
tions market.” 

“This revision reflects the 
United States' commitment 
to promote telecommunica- 
tions competition,” added 
Mr. Lang, Washing- 
ton's chief negotiator on ser- 
vice industries. 

He said the offer was also 
intended as a signal of U.S. 
intention to roll back existing 
restrictions on competition at 
the local level in line with the 
new law liberalising the 
domestic telecommunications 
sector signed by President 
Bill Clinton earlier this- 
month. 

But Mr. Lang also called 
on other countries in the 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) - 

Following are the buying and selling 

rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 

dollar on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets 

Wednesday. 



One U.S. dollar 

1.3752/62 

Canadian dollar 


1.4592/02 

Deutsche marks 


1.6334/44 

Dutch guilders 


1.1896/06 

Swiss francs 


29.99/03 

Belgian francs 


5.0023/73 

French francs 


1545.4/6.9 

Italian lire 


104.43/53 

Japanese yen 


6.6840/40 

Swedish crowns 


6.3570/20 

Norwegian crowns 


5.6353/53 

Danish crowns 


1.4113/23 

Singapore dollars 


0.7612/17 

Australian dollars 


7.7308/18 

Hong Kong dollars 

One sterling 

$1.5358/68 


Gold (ounce) 

$397. 10/397.60 
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talks, part of unresolved busi- 
ness from the 1986-93 Uru- 
guay Round world trade 
negotiations, to make similar 
improvements to the market 
opening offers they have 
tabled so far. 

Like earlier U.S. offers, he 
said, he new one “is contin- 
gent upon the agreement by a 
critical mass of WTO mem- 
bers to provide market access 
and national treatment for 
basic . e telecommunications 
services." 

It also depended on agree- 
ment between the countries 
in the talks "on acceptable 
pro-competitive regulatory 
disciplines” — rules that 
would bar bureaucratic bar- 
rieVsf ro foreign firms entering 
a market. . . 

The telecommunications 
sector was one of three left 
over for further negotiation 
after the Uruguay Round — 
which produced a treaty 
slashing goods tariffs by one 
third and creating the WTO 
— because of problems in 
reaching market access 
accords. 

In one of the others, finan- 
cial services, the United 
States declined to subscribe 
to a final accord by the dead- 
line last July Arguing that 
other countries, especially in 
Asia, had nor made adequate 
offers on opening their own 
markets. 

A deal was completed 
without U.S. participation af- 
ter the European Union con- 
vinced other WTO members 
that it would provide a good 
basis for a future accord 
bringing in all the major play- 
ers in the sector. 
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Rimished AJnfumished 
Semi Villa For Rent 

In Sweifieti . 4 bedrooms, 

4 bathrooms. 

Other furnished / unfurnished 
villas, flats for sale or rent are 
available. 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel. 810605, 810609, 
810520 
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For Res.' 612997 - 814118 
Mecca St. Daoud Center 


Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs 
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^ Cafe* 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 
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AiS Suites Hotel 
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Amra Hotel Shops 
6th circle, Amman 
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Deluxe Villas 
&Appartments 
in Amman 


for further detafc please call 

Tel. 864230 
Fax. 864231 
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lTv|p|N1usi«?IN i qtfrly 
Lunch & Dinner 




Abdoun Tel : 319564 
Mobil Phone - (079) 29339 
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SHUNS POOL 
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TEL 758180 
RADIO A TV STATION RD. 
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RENT A CAR 
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Main office 

King Abdullah Gardens 

Tel. 699420 


A review of news from the Arabic press 


JordanianSyrian Land Transport 
Company maintains profitability at 
1994 level 

** DESPITE 25 per cent decline in cargo in 1995, the 
Jordanian-Syrian Land Transport Company posted a net 
profit of JD 3.5 million, maintaining the same level of 
profitability registered in 1994. The company will pay JD 1 
million in dividends to each of the Jordanian and Syrian 
governments, or 33 per cent of the company’s capital of 
JD6 million held eaually by the two countries. The 
remaining JD 1 .5 million of net profit will be added to the 
company's reserves to fund possibly expansion. A reduc- 
tion in loads ordered by the Higher Development Council 
reduced the load per truck from 28 tonnes to 21 tonnes, on 
a general average, for each transport shipment. In iota], 
the company's overall loads dropped by 500 tonnes each 
day. The company owns a fleet of 362 trucks, of which 50 
are new ones, and employs 750 employees and drivers from 
Jordan and Syria (Ai Aswaq). 

Ministry of Industry and Trade gives 
preference to textile industries 

-tr£ THE MINISTRY of Industry and Trade is currently 
studying the possibility of setting up a specialised institute 
to train textile industry technicians in order (o develop and 
modernise the industry. Noting that the development of the 
textile industry tops the list of priorities, the ministry's 
secretary-general Mohammad Smadi, stressed that the 
textile sector should be given all the possible support m 
addition to the facilities provided in customs fees on raw 
materials input in textile manufacturing, as well as technic- 
al backing. Jordan's textile sector groups more than 550 
factories and companies (AI Dustour). 

Jordan Worsted Mills Company earns 
more than JD 12 million from sales 

"6* THE JORDAN Worsted Mills Company earned more 
than JD 12 million last year from sales to the local and 
outside markets including Iraq and Egypt. Accordingly, the 
company's profit in 1995 will be better than 1994 when the 
firm distributed dividends at a rare of 22 per cent. General 
Manager Yousef Muasher said. He pointed out that the 
company produces one million metres of cloth each year 
and that new machinery bought for JD 3 million recently 
would enable the company to produce new types of cloth to 
meet export demands to Europe (AI Dustour) 

El Zay Ready Wear Manufacturing 
Company exports 95 per cent of 
ouipui 


•Crtr EL Zay Ready Wear Manufacturing Company exports 
95 per cent of its production to outside markets such as 
England, Italy, Lebanon and other Arab Gulf countries. 
Genera] Manager Costandi Yaghnam said the company 
imports 70 per cent of cloth fromitaly and 30 per cent from 
the Jordan Worsted Mills Company (AI Dustour) 

Mobile phone services to cover, . :i. 
northern regions in second quarter 

•Crtr JORDAN MOBILE Telephone Services Company or 
Fast Link is considering a programme to lower the fees for 
subscribers who make numerous phone calls. The reduc- 
tion would be between 10 to 25 per cent, depending on the 
number of calls, the sales manager of the company said. He 
noted, however, that there is no intention at present to 
reduce subscription charges. The manager expected the 
company’s services to cover Irbid and the northern regions 
by the second quarter of this year. Aqaba was covered last 
October. The Fast Link manager said the number of 
subscribers may exceed 25,000 this year (AI Aswaq). 
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Youri DjorkaefT (left) of Paris St. Germain and Jean-Gay 
-WaUemme (right) of Lens fight for control of the ball during 


early action of their French first division match PSG vs Lens 


PSG restore pride 


(Reuters photo) 

after narrow Win 


PARIS (R) — French 
League leaders Paris St. 
Germain restored some 
pride with a narrow 1-0 win 
over Lens on Tuesday. 

A goal by Patrice Loko 
10 minutes before the 
break gave the ambitious 
Paris club, who had lost 
their last four matches, a 
welcome victory 

The win lifted PSG five 
points clear of second- 
placed Auxerre, who drew 
0-0 at home to third-placed 
Metz, one point further 
back. 

PSG remain under threat 


from both Auxerre and 
Metz. Auxerre have one 
game in hand and Metz, 
three. 

Loko relieved an an- 
xious. 45.000 crowd pack- 
ing Parc des Princes when 
he headed home a Youri 
Djorkaeff cross from a free 
kick after 35 minutes. 

Lens pressed in the 
second half but a tight de- 
fence and a couple of bril- 
liant saves by international 
goalkeeper Bernard Lama 
allowed Paris to hold on to 
their lead. 

The win was particularly 


sweet for Paris trainer Luis 
Fernandez who, according 
to press reports, would 
have almost certainly been 
sacked had his team suf- 
fered another loss. 


Paris, whose last defeat 
came on Saturday when 
they were knocked out of 
the French Cup by Auxer- 
re, will try to confirm their 
recovery against Parma in a 
European Cup Winners 
Cup quarter-final first leg 
next week. 


Nantes, still chasing the 
form which helped them 


win the title last season, 
boosted their morale ahead 
of next week’s European 
Cup quarter-final clash 
against Spartak Moscow 
with a 1-0 win over newly- 
promoted Gueugnon. 

Substitute Franck Renou 
scored in the 67th minute 
to allow Names to climb 
one place to eighth. 

. Fourth-placed Monaco 
could only managed a goal- 
less draw at Guingamp 
while bottom Martigues 
moved closer to the second 
division by losing 1-0 to Le' 
Havre. 



Vieri puts Atlanta 


in Cup final 


^/e s 


Tel: 841712 




BERGAMO (AP) — Christ- 
ian Vieri scored once in earth 
half as Atlanta of Bergamo 
advanced to the Italian Cup 
final with a 2-0 win over 
Bologna Tuesday night. 

Atlanta took the two-leg 
semifinal on a 3-1 aggregate 
score, ending Bologna's bid 
to become the first second- 
division dub to win the Ita- 
lian Cup since Napoli in 1962. 

Rival fans clashed inside 
the stadium, while prior to 
the match, Atlanta suppor- 
ters threw rocks and fire- 
works at police, who re- 
sponded with tear gas, the 
ANSA news agency re- 
ported. 

Off a 30th-minute comer 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A national organisation in Amman specialising in 
networking and IT seeks a high calibre employees 
in the following fields: 

SYSTEM ANALYST 

- BSc in computer science. 

- 10 years of experience in computer related jobs 
with at least 5 years as a senior system analyst 

NETWORKING ENGINEER 

- BSc in networking/electronic/computer 
engineering 

- 5 years experience in computer networking and 
management and in system administration 
(working knowledge of Internet is a must) 

RESEARCHER 

- MSc in economics/statistics/information. 

- 5 years of experience in economic research and 
analysis. 

Qualified candidates may send their resume with 
documents to the following address: 

Director General, 

P.O.Box 259, 

Jubeiha, 11941 Amman, 

Jordan 


kick. Vieri controlled defen- 
der Nicola Boselli’s centering 
header and turned to slot 
home the ball from 6 metres. 

Bologna's comeback 
chances dimmed in the 67th 
minute, when defender Stefa- 
no Torrisi was expelled for a 
last-man foul on Vieri, leav- 
ing the Serie B club with 10 
players. 

Vieri doubled in second- 
half injury time, knocking in 
the rebound after his penalty 
kick attempt was blocked by 
Bologna goalkeeper Frances- 
co Antonioli. 

Intemazionale of Milan 
host Fiorentina to determine 
Atlanta's opponent for the 
two-leg cup final in April.. 


SUPER DELUXE FLAT FOR RENT 
FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 
Brand new 320 sq.m., three bedrooms (one is master 
with dressing room), large living room with fire place & 
family. & dining rooms. Maid's room and many other 
extras. Suitable for diplomats. 

Please call owner’ 674286 


HONDA FOR SALE 

DUTY UNPAID 

Honda Civic Hatchback 1993, silver metalic, 
92 HP. central lock, elect, sunroof, elect, 
mirrors and windows, air condition, 33,000 
km, JD 6,900 or nearest offer. 

Tel:. 819452, after 12 noon 


COMPUTER & PRINTER FOKSALE 


All applications will be treated confidentially. 


* Apple Macintosh, colour classic, 4 MB, 80 MB hard disk 

* Laser printer. QMS 410, 300 dpi. A4 size, 4 pages per 
minute, compatable with IBM & Macintosh. 

Pis. call between 12 noon - 6 pm 

at 699634. 684311 ext: 39. 


McAllister 

keep 

Leeds 


Kaiserslautern reach German Cup final f \\Q^ 


Cup 

double 

dream 

alive 


LONDON (R) — Captain 
Gary McAllister scored 
twice as Leeds United 
fought back to beat first 
division Port Vale 2-1 in 
an English F.A. Cup fifth 
round replay on Tuesday. 

Port Vale, who knock- 
ed holders Everton out in 
the previous round, 
seemed set for another 
giant-killing act as they 
led 1-0 through Tony 
Naylor’s opportunist 37th 
minute goal which he 
poked through goalkeep- 
er John Lukic's legs. 

But McAllister, and 
second-half substitute 
Tomas Brolin of Sweden, 
inspired the Premier 
League club's comeback 
which completed a superb 
48 hours for Leeds. 

On Sunday they clin- 
ched a place in next 
month's league Cup final 
with a 5-1 two-legged 
aggregate win over Birm- 
ingham. 

As in the first match at 
Leeds which ended goal- 
less, Port Vale had more 
of the play, but Leeds 
took control in the second 
half. 

It was Brolin who cros- 
sed for McAllister to head 
home the equaliser after 
64 minutes and McAllister 
scored the winner from a 
direct free-kick a minute 
from time to set up a 
home quarter-final with 
either Liverpool or Charl- 
ton who meet in their fifth 
round tie at Anfield. 

For much of the .first 
half Port Vale, whose cup 
form has made a mockery 
of their lowly place in the 
firt division, dominated 
the match and for a spell 
looked set to reach the 
last eight for the first time 
since 1954 when, as a 
third division club, they 
went on to reach the semi- 
finals. 


KAISERSLAUTERN (R) 
— Kaiserslautern reached the 
German Cup final for only 
the second time in their bis-' 
tory when they beat Bayer 
Leverkusen 2-1 in the semi- 
final on Tuesday. 

Kaiserslautern, who won 
the Cap on their only pre- 
vious appearance in 1990, 
will face the winners of the 
other semifinal between 
Karlsruhe and Fortuna Dues- 
seldorf in May's final. 

Kaiserslautern took the 
lead m the 35th minute when 
a shot by Czech midfielder 
Miloslav Kadlec was de- 
flected past Leverkusen goal- 
keeper Dirk Heinen . 

Their task was made easier 
after Leverkusen’s Brazilian 
midfielder Paolo Sergio was 
sent off for stamping on 


Kaiserslautern’s Oliver 
Schaefer m the 13th minute. 

The home side were unrec- 
ognisable from the team lan- 
guishing in the bottom half of 
the Bundesliga, taking the 
game to their opponents from 
the first minute. 


Kaiserslautern’s win was 
the perfect gift for coach 
Friedel Rausch, celebrating 
his 56th birthday on Tuesday, 
who has been under heavy 
pressure following the club’s 
poor showing in the league 
and their early exit from the 
UEFA Cup this season^ 


“It wasn’t about the coach 
tonight, it was about this'club 
and about the players. It was 
vital that we finally had some 
success at home.'’ Rausch 
said. 1 hope this victory gives 


the team confidence for the 
next Bundesliga games.” 
The Berlin final gives 
Kaiserslautern the chance to 
salvage a place in European 
competition from their dis- 
appointing season. 

“Everything was at stake 
for us in this game," said 
former German Internationa] 
Andreas Brehme, the 
Kaiserslautern Libero. 
‘Tonight the team proved 
what it is capable of.” 
Leverkusen coach Erich 
Ribbeck said the club would 
now devote. all its energy to 
securing one of the BundesH- 
ga’s UEFA Cup berths; 

“With only 10 men, the 
team gave everything, ’’-Rib- 
beck said. “But sadly, it just 
wasn’t enough.” 
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Sergi Brngnera 


Bruguera out of Italian indoors 


But the second half was 
a different story with Bro- 
lin creating more space 
and goal opportunities. 
He was unlucky not to 
score himself with a crack- 
ing 71st minute drive 
which hit Vale goalkeeper 
Paul Musselwbite's legs. 

Leeds manager Howard 
Wilkinson, said: “We 
didn't only come from be- 
hind in terms of goals, but 
also came from behind in 
terms of character in the 
second half because after 
the first half Port Vale 
'must have thought they 
had nothing to beat.” 


MILAN. (AP) — Sergi Bru- 
guera of Spain suffered a 
first-round upset in straight 
sets Tuesday by. Dutchman 
Jan Siemerink. becoming the 
second seeded player kjiockr 
ed from the S8 14^250 .Italian, 
indoors ATP tournament. 

Bruguera, the No. 5 seen 
in Milan where he was a 
losing finalist in 1993, blamed 
a twisted ankle for his quick 
surrender to Siemerink — 
6-3, 6-2 — at PaJatrussardi 
Arena. 

“I can’t run properly on 
hard courts. It's an injury 
suffered last December, and 
it's increasingly bothering 
me,” the Spanish player said. 

Bruguera, a two-time 
French Open champion, said 
he planned to skip the next 
ATP tournament in Indian 
wells, which begins March 
11, to treat his right ankle* 

Tm through an unlucky 


period. First a knee injury 
and now the ankle,” Bru- 
guera said. 

Siemerink, No. 23 in the 
world and unseeded: in the 
Milan totmtartTent, had four. 
aces~£hd won 90 per* ceiit"6f 
firSt-sefves points on his way 
to victory against the Spa- 
niard. 

It was Siemerink's second 
victory in four head-to-head 
matches with Bruguera. 

In other first-round match- 
es eighth-seeded March ros- 
set of Switzerland breezed 
past Czech Martin Darnin', 
6-2, 6-2, Spain’s Francisco 
Clavet made short work of 
Haitian qualifier Ronald 
Agenor, 6-0, 6-2; Daniel 
Vacek of the Czech Republic 
defeated Italian Davis Cup 
doubles specialist Diego Nar- 
giso, 6-3, 1-6, 6-1. 

Boris Becker, the No. 2 
seed in the tournament and a 


three-time champion in 
Milan, enters action Wednes- 
day, in a first-round match 
against Czech Bohdan 
UUhrach. 


" .Top-seeded Thomas Mos- 
t&bf'the No£ 2 'player in’ r tHe 


woffd, was-ousted by Italy's 
Andrea Gaudenzi in the 


Andrea Gaudenzi in the 
opening day of the^comped- 
tion Monday. 

Gaudenzi, a regular train- 
ing mate of Muster, upset the 
Austrian 6-3, 6-4 to earn a 
second-round berth against 
his Italian Davis Cup. team- 
mate Renzo Fiirlan, 

Other leading playere at 
the Italian indoors, which 
does not feature any Amer- 
ican, included third-seeded 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov of Rus- 
sia, Croat big sever Goran 
Ivanisevic, the No.' A seed, 
and seventh-seeded Michael 
Stich, winner at Antwerp last' 
Saturday. - - 



Promoter Don King (centre) looks ova* Frank Bruno’s WBC 
heavyweight championship belt as former heavyweight cham- 
pion Mike Tyson (left) looks on daring a press conference at the 


MGM Grand in Las Vegas. The boxers are scheduled to fight 
March 16 in the MGM Grand Garden (Renters photo) 


Bruno talks a good game against Tyson 


LAS VEGAS (R) — If Frank 
Bruno's prowess in the ring is 
as effective as his bluster out 
of it. Mike Tyson might be in 
for a surprise on March 16. 

Bruno, the World Boxing 
Council heavyweight cham- 
pion, but still an 8 l /4 under- 
dogs against the former un- 
disputed heavyweight cham- 
pion, left little doubt Tuesday 
at a news conference at the 
MGM Grand that he intends 
to return to Britain with the 
belt after their scheduled 12- 
round fight. 

“I can’t wait to get my 
hands on him,” stud Bruno, 
making his first defence of 
the title he won last Septem- 
ber in London with adecision 


over Oliver McCall. 

“I am 210 per cent better 
since the Iasi time I fought 
Tyson. I’m stronger and I’m 
heavier,” said the 34-year-old 
Bruno, who weighed 228 
pounds (103 kg) when they 
last fought in February 1989. 
Bruno, who was stopped by 
Tyson in the fifth round then, 
weighs about 248 pounds 
(112 kg) now. 

“I am at the top of the 
mountain and 'I’m going to 
stay on top. I'll still be cham- 
pion,” said Bruno, who ar- 
rived in Las Vegas last Satur- 
day from the Canary Islands 
where he had been training 
for six weeks. 

In their first fight. Bruno 


shook Tyson in the second 
round, but he was unable to 
follow up to hurt him in the 
Briton's bid to take Tyson’s 
undisputed heavyweight title. 
Tyson stopped Bruno in the 
fifth round. 


Tyson weighed 218 pounds 
(99 kg) in 1989 and is ex- 
pected to come in at about 
that weight when they meet 
in the 16,750-seat arena in 
the MGM Grand. Tickets 
will be scalled from $200- 
$ 1 , 000 . 


”1 rocked him the first time 
we fought I’ll rock him to 
sleep this time,” Bruno said. 
“I’m not coming to disgrace 
myself. I’m going back home 


with my belt.” 

“I don’t live in the past,” 
said the 34-year-old Bruno, 
who has a record of 404. 
"Mike Tyson's not super- 
man, he's human. 

T’m not getting into a 
slugging match with him,” 
said Bruno, who^is known for 
having a weak chin. 

Tyson appeared bored at 
time at the news conference, 
but perked up as Bnino’s 
verbal barrage continued. 

“It’s interesting Frank Bru- 
no’s talking brave and 
courageous, but I beat him 
once and I’ll beat him again. 
I’m confident of my capabili- 
ties.” said the 29-year-old 
Tyson. 


y ,{ m- 


s* 1 ‘ 

1 V‘V* 
a* b 




y .... v-i-' 




,7- i^' : 

» ’ J.- 

. 1 *4.* _ 


i 


7(1 


f 








sports 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 29- FRIDAY, MARCH I, 1996 


* 

sr£4 

asrSlfe 

.^S ** . 

err “"s k *■ 

s V>' S ul r ?C 
f- ‘ “>« « l * 

««> onlv ' ^ 

■« 




§8& 


- v <&3£ 

Kr23S 


r s-swrsMcftfc. 
■" - ir:-r-rsiaj 
' C recites 

-C'i 

Tnnnii 
.he No. 1 phyei. 
j. v.*i uu>ied hjU 
rr^ Ojudenzi t : 
,-■2 :•; ih? ac" 

ijOi'-n. j recite: 

..‘■i Mu»ie;.fr 

cv4 rot: 

- .■■round benhs 
:ji.:n D ms Cap! 
R- -:..' Furfan. 

r '.m“ !f»flirt£ [fa* 
i ITldOMi *■ 
r..i; failure afl‘ ■- 
.ri-:'!aded durte 
■-r\ Kiielnito* *J 
r C:i‘-i m2 
rrfVu. [ ' n ' e Nc ;i : 

v.T.r.e: M AnW 


.ipr - . .■el"; 


Hornets recover from 6-point 
quarter to beat Bucks 


MILWAUKEE (R) — The 
Charlotte Hornets recovered 
from one of the worst quar- 
ters in National Basketball 
Association history to beat 
tbe Milwaukee Bucks on 
Tuesday- 

Qjarioite was held to just 
six points in the second quar- 
ter out Glen Rice scored 23 
points and Kenny Anderson 
elided 22 as the Hornets 

overcame a 16 -point halftime 

deficit W score an 88-84 win 

over cbe Bucks . 

Larry Johnson added 16 
ooints tor Charlotte, which 
bounced back from the dis- 
astrous quarter by outsconng 
Milwaukee 32-10 in the thrid 
to take afiWfcJ«» d «nto the 
final period. p;. .. , 

The six poiiats.scored m the 
second quart** iepresent the 
second-lowest in NBA his- 
tory. The Utah Jazz were 
held to fivrpohtis in a second 
quarter agatnst the Lakers in 
1981. 

Johnny Newman scored 27 
points and Vin Baker added 
IS for Milwaukee, which lost 
its fourth in a row after out- 
scoring Charlotte 20-6 in the 
second quarters. 

“I can’t say how dis- 
appointing it is to do a great 
job defensively in the first 
half and still not come out 
with a win,” Bucks coach 
Mike Dunleavy said. 

“It just goes to show that 
just because you have a bad 
quarter, it doesn't mean that 
it has to be a bad game," said 
Hornets coach Allan Bris- 
tow. 

In Chicago, Michael Jor- 
dan scored 35 points and 
Toni Kukoc added 23 off the 
bench as the Bulls remained 
perfect at home with a 120-99 
victory over the Minnesota 
Tnnberwoives. 

The Bulls improved to 26-0 
at home this season and 
raised their alt-time record 
against the T-wolves to 14-0. 

Chicago is a league-best 
506 and must go 20-6 the rest 
of the way to win 70 games 
and break the all-time record 
set by the 1971-72 Los 
Angeles Lakers, who went 
69-13. 

Luc Longiey added 16 
points for the Bulls, while 
Kevin Garnett and Isaiah 
Rider scored 20 apiece for 
Minnesota. 

At Indiana. Rik Smirs 
scored 16 of Ms 27 points in 
the first quarter as the Pacers 
raced past the Portland Trail 
Blazers 101-87 for their 
fourth consecutive victory. 

Reggie Miller scored 12 
points and Mark Jackson 
added a season-high 15 assists 
for the Pacers, who never 
trailed, opening the game 



Milwaukee Bucks forward Terry Cummings (34) puts up a field goal in the first quarter of 
the match (Reuter photo) 


early with a 12-0 first -quarter 
run. 

Chris Dudley scored eight 
points in the run that gave 
Indiana a 23-8 lead. Aaron 
McKie scored 22 points for 
the slumping Blazers, losers 
of seven of their last eight 
games. 

In Cleveland, Danny Ferry 
scored 24 points and Terrell 
Brandon keyed a second- 
quarter run as the Cavaliers 
stayed hot with a 92-80 vic- 
tory over the Golden State 
Warriors. 

Brandon and Dan Majerle 
scored 15 points apiece for 
Cleveland, which won for the 
10th time in 12 games. 

Latrell Sprewell scored 20 
points and Chris Mullin 
added 18 for Golden State. 

Brandon nailed back-to- 
back three-pointers during a 
19-6 run that helped Cleve- 


land take control of the 
game. 

At New Jersey. Rex Chap- 
man scored 12 of his 13 points 
in the second half as the 
Miami Heat rallied and held 
on for a 93-90 win over the 
Nets. 

Chapman scored nine 
points in the third quarter as 
the Heat cut. a seven-point 
halftime deficit to 73-72 en- 
tering the founh quarter. His 
three-pointer gave Miami an 
89-85 lead with 3:25 to go in 
the game. 

Walt Williams scored 21 
points and Tim Hardaway 
added 16 for the revamped 
Heat, winner of three in a 
row. Shawn Bradley led the 
Nets with 23 points and PJ 
Brown chipped in 21. 

In Houston, Hakeem Ola- 
juwon poured in 35 points 
and Kenny Smith added 21 as 


the injury-plagued Rockets 
rallied for a 105-100 victory 
over the Toronto Raptors. 

Olajuwon also pulled down 
15 rebounds for Houston, 
which won the sixth time in 
eight games despite losing 
guard Sam Cassell with an 
injured right elbow in the 
second quarter. 

The Rockets were already 
without injured guards Mario 
Elie and Clyde Drexler, 
Damon Stoudamire had a 
career-high 19 assists and 17 
points and Tracy Murray 
scored 22 for Toronto. 

The Dallas. Clarence 
Weatherspoon scored 27 
points and Vernon Maxwell's 
layup with 62 seconds left 
gave Philadelphia the lead for 
good as the Sixers blew a 
15-point fourth-quarter lead 
but recovered for a 121-115 
triumph over the Mavericks. 


INDIAN CULTURAL 
ASSOCIATION OF JORDAN 

Invites all Indian nationals and their families to 
attend an HID HOLI MILAN function at 12:00 
p.m. on 1.3.1996 Friday at the Indian 
Embassy. The function comprises ‘EID HOLI 
MILAN celebrations, cultural programmes, 
games and lunch. 



RESULTS 


Cleveland 

92 

Golden State 

80 

Indiana 

101 

Portland 

87 

Miami 

93 

New Jersey 

90 

Charlotte 

88 

Milwaukee 

84 

Chicago 

120 

Minnesota 

99 

Philadelphia 

121 

Dallas 

115 

Houston 

105 

Toronto 

100 

Denver 

96 

Washington 

92 

LA Clippers 

95 

San Antonio 

90 
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Sports officials welcome Kabariti statement, 
say serious action needed to cater for youth 


By Aleen B anna y an 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian sports officials reacted with optim- 
ism to Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kab arm's policy 
scale meat Saturday but said serious action and bold policies 
were needed to make a real change. 

While the prime minister’s statement dealt with some 
points which had been presented but never tackled by 
previous governments, Mr. Kabariti emphasised key issues 
like Jordan's participation in regional and international 
championships and the finalisation of the long-sought 
sports promotion fund. 

"The government seeks utmost cooperation with Parlia- 
ment in passing a law that will create the sports and youth 
promotion fund which would ensure the support of the 
largest sector of our society," Mr. Kabariti told Parliament. 

Commenting on the policy statement. Jordan Olympic 
Committee (JOC) Secretary General Mouaffaq Al Fawwaz 
said the government's promotion of sports and care for the 
youth were tightly appreciated. He added that deputies 
also had shown support for the cause while debating the 
1996 budget. 

"For the first time sports officials sensed that Parliament 
was ardent in its backing of sports and the youth," Dr. 
Fawwaz told the Jordan Times. 

As for a spons promotion fund. Dr. Fawwaz said the 
idea was introduced over 10 years ago but had never been 
passed into law by successive governments. 

The fund would sponsor sports and youth activities in the 
country through the imposition of a surcharge on certain 
luxury items — therefore posing no extra burden on low 
income individuals. 

Mr. Kabariti's policy statement also tackled the issue of 
upgrading the form of national teams participating in 
competitions abroad. 

"The government is keer to ensure that national teams 
representing the country are best prepared to achieve 


acceptable results. Teams achieving encouraging results 
will be further supported," said Mr. Kabariti. 

Dr. Fawwaz noted that the JOC’s technical committee 
had already implemented the decision that any team 
participating abroad would have to get the approval of the 
JOC after assessing their readiness for the competition. 

However, he stressed the fact that sports should not 
solely depend on the government's support but also on 
sponsorship from corporations and individuals able to do 
so. 

"Unfortunately, many companies and banks that make 
millions in profit do not encourage sports. What would a 
bank that makes 2 million in profit lose by sponsoring a 
team for a couple of thousand dinars? It is only then that 
our participation in international competitions would be on 
a competitive level and would bring acceptable results.” 

Awwad Haddad, president of the Jordan Basketball 
Federation and chairman of the JOCs technical commit- 
tee, echoed the same view. 

"The annual budget set for the basketball federation for 
example has been Lhe same for the past decade. It is not 
enough to cover referee fees in local competitions, let alone 
participation in Arab or international championships," said 
Mr. Haddad. 

The basketball federation, considered one of the most 
active and successful sports federations in the Kingdom, 
last year received only JD 15,000 from the Ministry of 
Youth but depended on sponsors and friends of the game 
who stretched that limited amount to over JD 147,000 to 
enable national teams to participate in international events. 

With that kind of sponsorship Jordan’s youth team 
became the first national team to qualify for a world 
championship after receiving the bronze medal in the Asian 
championship. 

In addition to these issues Mr. Kabariti promised that his 
government would complete sports facilities in Zarqa, 
Ma'an, Ramcha, Tafileh. Mafraq, Karak, Sait, and South 
Shouneh, a promise welcomed by sports officials. 


Philippoussis, 
Edberg fall in 
Philadelphia 


PHILADELPHIA (R) — 
Third seed Wayne Ferreira of 
South Africa and fifth-seeded 
Australian Mark Philippous- 
sis were first-round upset vic- 
tims at the U.S. Indoor 
Championship on Tuesday 
and Stefan Edberg's farewell 
to Philadelphia was also 
short-lived. 

Edberg, who has 
announced he will retire at 
the end of the year, accepted 
a wild card into the event, 
which would mark his last 
week of tennis in the city of 
brotherly love. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HlRSCH 
CiirtS TeauA, ’j/tnon n 


FOLLOW DIRECTIONS 


Both vulnerable. East deals. 
NORTH 
*AK7 
7 Q 853 
OAJ75 
*Q7 

WEST EAST 

* J 6 *10843 

TAK J 10 9 4 ?62 

09 v 10 6*1 3 

4.KJ62 *853 

SOUTH 

* Q 9 5 2 
?7 

CKQ82 

* A 10 94 

Tbe bidding: 

EAST SOUTH WEST NORTH 
Pm Pau 27 Dbl 


Pm 4* Pm Pm 


Opening lead: King of <7 

When you make a descriptive bid. 
there's a price to pay. IT tbe oppo- 
nents buy the hand, your action can 
provide a blueprint of the distribu- 
tion that enables declarer to get 
home. 

Outside of West's two- heart open- 
ing. which sysiemicaily showed at 
least five hearts and four dubs — 
in our opinion, a convention of dubi- 
ous merit — there's not much about 
the auction that thrills us. With two 
plus defensive tricks, four spades 
and a singleton, we would have 
opened the South hand. And the 


North hand is belter suited to a 
two- no-trump overcall than a take- 
out double, despite the club short- 
ness. 

West led the lung of hearts, then 
shifted to a diamond. With 10 of 
West's cards known to declarer, it 
was os if the hand was being played 
with glass cards. 

The second trick was won in the 
dosed band and a low dub was led 
toward the queen. West grabbed 
the king and exited safely with a 
dub to tbe queen and, when West 
followed to two rounds of trumps, at 
least 12 or West's cards were 
known. Declarer didn't give a hoot 
what the 13th card was. South sim- 
ply led another spade and confi- 
dently finessed tbe nine. 

When that held, declarer could 
claim the contract, but the game 
would have been safe even if West 
held tbe ten of trumps. On winning 
the trump crick West would have 
been end played. A club would be 
into declarer's A 10 tenace. and a 
heart would set up dummy's queen 
while there were still diamond 
entries to the table. 


UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF HER MAjESfY QUEEN NOOR Al HUSSEIN 


The 1 4th Meeting of the Executive Board of the Arab Academy of Music 

(The Arab League) 

Amman, 3-5 March 1996 





Noo - A! Hussein Foundation 

The National Music Conservatory 


The Arab Leajoe 

The Arab Academy of Music 


lie Hasihiimtt* Kingdoni sfjerdan 

The Ministry of Culture 


- Seminars (open invitation) - Royal Cultural Centre - Conference Hall 

Sunday. 3 March 1996 - 17:00 

Using Modem Technology in Arab Music 

Monday, 4 March 1 996 three sessions: 10:00, 1 2:30 and 17:00 

Copyrights of Intellectual and Literary Ownership in Arab Music 

In cooperation with 

TMP Agents Abu-Ghaza(eh Intellectual Property [fl R] 

Tuesday, 5 March 1996 - 17:00 

Arab Music: Dialogue with the Media 


- Musica/ performances - Royal Cultural Centre - Main Theatre 
Sunday, 3 March 1996 - 20:00 

The Orchestra of the National Music Conservatory 

Mohammed Othman Sidiq, conductor 

Ticket price : JD 5 

Monday. 4 Mat ch 1996 - 20:00 

Renowned oud soloist Munir Bashir and his son Omar 
Ticket price: JD 7 

Tuesday, S March 1996 - 20:00 

Irbid Arab Music Ensemble 

Mohammed Taha Ghawanemeh, conductor 

Ticket price: JD 5 

Special prices offered at the National Music Conservatory for students - 
and those wishing to atened the three musical performances 

Tickets for the musical performances available at: 

- Alahlia Abela Superstore, tel. 688481 - Babiche, tel. 661322 

- Characters, tel. 079-27106 - Freddy for Music, tel. 692696 

- Music Box. tel. 815745 - Romero, tel. 644227 

- Royal Cultural Centre, tel. 661620 - National Music Conservatory, tel. 687620 
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CINEMA 

PHILADELPHIA 


Jean Claude Van Daram 
in 

SUDDEN 

DEATH 

Shows: 12:30. 3 JO. 6:15. 8:30. 10:3Qp.m. 


TEL: 634144 CINEMA 


TEL: 699238 


PLAZA 



Adel Emam /Dalai Abdel 
Azeez/ Shereen Saaf AlNaser 

Sleeping on Honey 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30 .6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


CONCORD “1” 

Adel Emam/ Dalai Abdel Azeez/ 
Shereen Saaf AlNaser 

Sleeping on Honey 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6. 8:15. 10:30 

CONCORD "2" 

Van Dam /Roger Moore 

THE QUEST 

■ Shows: 12. 1:45, 3:30, 5:15. 6:45 ~ 


AMMOUN THEATRE & Nabil & HisharrTs Theatre 

C I N E M A/TEL: 618274 - 618275 lEL: 625 1 55 


Performances of the play 

Ahmad Zaki / Ragdah “Ahlan HllkOUq Al 

M Insan Al Arabi” 

ESTAKOZA Welcome 

Ar*ab Human Rights 

(Arabic) Will cease 

Shows: 12:30. 3. 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 f rom F e b. 26 till March 18 


(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30. 3. 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 
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Peres extends closure of 
self-rule areas; Arafat 
orders control on arms 


Al Aswaq to fire 1 27 journalists 


- Combined agency dispatches 

FIGHTING FOR his politic- 
al survival, Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres 
announced Wednesday he 
would keep the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip sealed for the 
foreseeable future and might 
delay Israel's troop pullback 
in the town of Hebron. 

Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat took first steps 
Wednesday to meet Israeli 
demands to confront mili- 
tants in the wake of two 
suicide bombings that killed 
25 people. 

Palestinian police 
announced that all unlicensed 
weapons must be surren- 
dered by Friday. After the 
deadline, police will search 
homes in the West Bank and 
Gaza to find illegal arms, said 
Palestinian police comman- 
der Brigadier General Ghazi 
Jabali. 

In addition to extending 
the closure of the Palestinian 
territories, Mr. Peres also 
ordered more than 1,400 
more troops deployed around 
Palestinian areas in a bid to 
prevent attacks like Sunday's 
suicide bombings, officials 
said. 

The measures were part of 
a series of actions decided at 
a special meeting of Mr. 
Peres’ inner security cabinet 
Wednesday to discuss the 
aftermath of Sunday's 
attacks, they said. 

Internal Security Minister 
Mosbe Shahal said the mea- 
sures involved tightening 
Israeli control of the frontiers 
around the West Bank and 


‘Carlos aide’* 
goes on trial 


Gaza Strip and “represent 
the start of a separation of 
the two populations which 
wiU be progressively imposed 
over the next two years." 

The new security measures 
coincide with a campaign of 
intense Israeli pressure on 
Mr. Arafat to take effective 
action against radicals 
opposed to the peace pro- 
cess. 

Following Wednesday's 
meeting, Mr. Peres notably 
called on the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) to 
disarm Muslim militants. 

Mr. Peres said the closure 
of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip imposed on Sunday 
would be maintained until 
further notice and that the 
police presence in Jerusalem 
and along the frontier with 
the territories would be rein- 
forced. 

He also announced the 
creation of a special unit 
under Deputy Defence 
Minister On Ofr to enforce 
security on buses, the 
favoured target of suicide 
bombers. 

In Sunday's attacks, one 
suicide bomber blew up a 
Jerusalem bus, killing himself 
and 24 people and wounding 
49. The attacks were claimed 
by a faction of the Islamic 
Resistance Movement 
(Hamas). 

Officials said that 500 new 
policemen would be de- 
ployed in Jerusalem and that 
seven new border guard units 
comprising around 900 troops 
would be deployed along the 
frontier. 


Other measures derided 
Wednesday included estab- 
lishing a hmited number of 
crossing points from the West 
Bank through which all 
Palestinians will have to pass 
to enter Israel, Mr. Shahal 
said. 

He said anyone trying to 
enter Israel outside such 
checkpoints would be consi- 
dered “potential terrorists 
preparing an attack'' and 
would be dealt with accor- 
dingly. 

Mr. Sbahal, considered a 
hardliner in the Labour gov- 
ernment. has repeatedly re- 
commended building an elec- 
trified fence between Israeli 
and Palestinian controlled 
areas but has in the past been 
rebuffed by Mr. Peres. 

Foreign Minister Ehud 
Barak reiterated warnings 
that the future application of 
the autonomy agreements 
“wiU be linked to results from 
the Palestinian Authority's 
anti- terrorism effort.*' 

“The redeployment of the 
Israeli army from Hebron 
and the rest of the West Bank 
and the start of negotiations 
on the final status of the 
territories will depend on this 
battle against terrorism," he 
said. 

Under the 1995 autonomy 
agreement, Israel is to par- 
tially withdraw from Hebron 
in late March or early April, 
and in June to pull out of 
other West Bank areas adja- 
cent to towns which became 
autonomous late last year. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Suicide attacks place 
Hamas at crossroads 


BERLIN (Agencies! — A 
German said to be notorious 
international guerrilla "Car- 
los the Jackal's” right-hand 
man went on trial on 
Wednesday for the deadly 
19K3 bombing of a French 
cultural centre in Berlin. . 

Johannes Weinrich. extra- 
dited from Yemen in June, is 
charged with murder and . 
causing an explosion in con- 
nection with the blast that 
killed one person and injured 
22 others. 

A former East German 
secret police officer and a 
former Syrian embassy em- 
ployee are also on trial in the 
case. 

As the trial opened under 
tight security. Mr. Weinrich s 
defence team accused pr«- 
• secutors of conducting a 
Vhoddv investigation and 
diked the Berlin court to 
dismiss the charges. 

The case involves a bloody 
hoinb attack in Berlin on the 
French consulate and cultural 
centre^ in 19R3. 

Mr. ''.Weinrich is charged 
with murder and causing an 
explosives attack on the 
Maison de France building. 

Mr. Weinrich is believed to 
have organised the explosion 
of Aug: 25 IVN3. 

The ' attack was believed 
aimed al forcing the release 
of Carlos’ German girlfriend 
Magdalena Kopp and 
another member of the Car- 
los group who were serving 
prison sentences in France at 
the lime tor possessing explo- 
sives. 

* Mr. Weinrich is regarded 
as Germany’s most danger- 
ous terrorist, responsible for 
the death of at least 12 people 
in all. and persons entering 
the court Wednesday wore 
thoroughly searched for 
weapons. 

Accordinu to the prosecu- 
tion. Mr. Weinrich supplied 
the 24 -kilogramme charge 
used in the Maison de France 
attack, bringing it to East 
Berlin by plane from 
■ Bucharest in May 19S2. 

The building partly col- 
lapsed with the shock of the 
blast, which followed threats 
from Carlos of an attack 
against French interests. Two 
months later the Carlos 
group claimed responsibility. 

One of the world's most 
wanted men. Carlos himself 
was captured in Sudan in 
HW4 bv French agents who 
flew him to France where he 
is to be put on trial for a 
number ot attacks. 

Appearing with Mr. Wein- 
rich as accomplices in the 
Berlin bombing are a 
Wilhelm B.. who was an 
a«'cnt of the Fast German 
secret police, and Nabil Shri- 
lah. at the time a diplomat at 
the Syrian embassy in East 
Berlin. 


RAMALLAH (AFP) — The 
Palestinian militant group 
Hamas is at a crossroads after 
a double suicide bombing 
which has shown up an inter- 
nal dispute over whether to 
carry out more anti-Israeli 
attacks. 

Analysts and Hamas lead- 
ers said Wednesday that the 
movement was in a debate 
over where to drop violence 
in favour of a strictly political 
approach which would allow 
it to develop ties with the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) of Yasser Arafat. 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas) in the 
territories has sought to dis- 
tance itself from the bomb- 
ings by not issuing an official 
reaction or claim of responsi- 
bility, unlike its office in 
Damascus. 

“There is a great sector 
, within Hamas that' supports 
political action." a Hamas 
political leader said, request- 
ing anonymity. 

“I don’t think that military 
action is a necessary require- 
ment of the present situa- 
tion," he told AFP. 

“The whole battle is much 
bigger than us and even big- 
ger than Israel. It is an inter- 
national battle and there has 
been an international deci- 
sion to find a solution." 

Another trend, supported 
by leaders outside the Palesti- 
nian territories, is to keep up 
the armed struggle against 
Israel. 

A group within Hamas 
calling itself the Yahya Ayash 
battalions claimed responsi- 
bility for Sunday's carnage in 
a leaflet. But at the same it 
offered Israel a ceasefire if 
the Jewish state agreed to 
free Palestinian prisoners. 

The Ayash battalions are 
named after a member of the 
armed wing of Hamas who 


Jordan and Israel solve 
problem of 2 ex-detainees 


TYRE (AP) — Two Jorda- 
nians of Palestinian origin, 
who had been denied entry 
by Lebanese authorities, will 
soon leave a United Nations- 
policed zone in South Leba- 
non for Jordan, U.N. officials 
said Wednesday. 

Mohammad Joulani, 27, 
and Khamis Khodor, 58, 
have been staying at the 
headquarters of the U.N. In- 
terim Force in Lebanon (UN- 
ICIF) in the border town of 
Naqoura since they were ex- 
pelled to Lebanon by Israel 
in April 1995 after serving 
long prison terms for alleged 
guerrilla activities. 

Lebanese authorities had 
at the time refused to allow 
them to enter the country'. 

Mr. Joulani was to attend a 
farewell party later Wednes- 
day before leaving for Jordan 
via Jerusalem, a U.N. official 
said. Mr. Khodor is expected 


By Ghalia Alul 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — One hundred 
and twenty seven journalists 
at Al Aswaq Arabic daily will 
be laid-off today, in what 
owners say is a bid to restruc- 
ture the paper before selling 
it to the Arab Company for 
Media Investment. 

Zuhair Awartani, a leading 
investor at the company, told 
the Jordan Times that the 
decision to cut-down on the 
number of workers was 
meant to enable AJ Aswaq, 
wtn’di belongs to the Media 
Investment Company, to 
stand on its own feet after it 
lost more than 75 per cent of 
its operating capital of 
JD 900,000 last year. 

“According to the com- 
panies law, when a company 
loses more than 75 per cent of 
its capital it should be li- 
quidated,” Mr. Awartani 


said. 

He added that to support 
the paper's legal status and 
save it from dosing down, the 
decision to cut the jobs of 
some journalists was taken. 

The journalists faring the 
axe say the decision to end 
their services was “unfair and 
illogical" since those dismis- 
sed are qualified journalists. 

“The newspaper did not 
take our qualifications into 
account when it made such an 
illogical derision," said Omar 
Kallab, Palestinian affairs 
editor at the newspaper and 
one of the dismissed journal- 
ists. 

Mr. Awartani rejected the 
contention that some journal- 
ists were targe tted. He said 
the decision to lay-off work- 
ers was based on the paper’s 
needs. 

General Manager of the 
Media Investment Company 
Sufian Sartawi said the firm 


had to cut-down on the num- 
ber of journalists because the 
paper reported losses. 

The 127 journalists will be 
given priority when new 
vacancies become available 
at the company, Mr. Awarta- 
ni said, referring to future 
projects which the company 
plans to start after buying Al 
Aswaq. 

“This promise is not 
enough because it is only 
verbal," said Mr. Kallab. ex- 
pressing scepticism that the 
newspaper would not take 
such measures in the future. 

Al Aswaq bought the 

government-owned Sawt Al 
Sha’ab newspaper, which was 
making losses, last year, and 
the management then 
pledged to employ all of Sawt 
Al Shaab’s journalists for a 
period of two years. 

(Continued on page 7J 


New trouble for Peres as rivals 
close ranks ahead of elections 


was assassinated on Jan. 5. 
Israel held him responsible 
for bombings in which 52 
people were killed and more 
than 80 wounded. 

In the Gaza Strip, the 
Izzeddin Al Qassam armed 
wing of Hamas denied it had 
any connection to the bomb- 
ings, despite a claim on its 
behalf from Damascus on. 
Wednesday. 

The Hamas official con-, 
firmed a dispute between 
Damascus-based leaders of 
the movement and those in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

Hamas leaders who sup- 
port the political approach 
fear Israel's closure of the 
borders in the wake of the 
attacks will harm both 
Palestinian daily life and the 
. popularity of Hamas. 

Ali Jarbawi. a political sci- 
entist at Bir Zeit University 
near the West Bank town of 
Ramallah, did not rule out 
such a split. “Hamas is an 
organisation with varied and 
contradictory viewpoints," 
he said. 

Mr. Jarbawi pointed to 
steps Hamas has taken to- 
ward agreement with the 
PNA and unspoken under- 
standings with the Israeli 
side. 

These steps include freez- 
ing military action for the 
past seven months and the 
fact that three Hamas leaders 
almost ran in the Palestinian 
self-rule elections in January. 

Mr. Jaibawi termed the 
attacks “a departure from 
this position" which came af- 
ter Israel was blamed for the 
Ayash assassination. 

“Hamas is at a crossroads, 
it is trying to reconcile be- 
tween ideology, political 
position and practical re- 
quirements," he said. “This 
is a very difficult process." 


to follow him soon. 

U.N. spokesman Timur 
Goksel thanked the Jorda- 
nian and Israeli authorities 
for ending the two men's 
plight. 

They said they were cap- 
tured in Israel during sepa- 
rate guerrilla operations and 
that they belonged to Yasser 
Arafat’s mainstream Fateh 
faction. 

Mr. Joulani thanked UNI- 
FTL personnel for keeping 
him as a guest and teaching 
him English. He said he will 
miss U.N. soldiers whom he 
taught to speak Arabic. 

The Lebanese government 
has made it a policy to refuse 
entry to non-Lebanese de- 
ported by Israel. 

In December 1992. Israel 
expelled 415 Palestinian 
activists into Lebanon, but 
the Beirut government re- 
fused to let them in. 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres, who 
last week looked to be cruis- 
ing to victory in May elec- 
tions. faced a major setback 
Wednesday as a leading 
right-wing party prepared to 
join an electoral coalition 
against him. 

Opposition leaders said 
David Levy, the former num- 
ber two in the right-wing 
Likud bloc who broke ranks 
to form his own party earlier 
this month, was on the verge 
of signing an election pact 
with his old partners. 

Officials from both sides 
said negotiations were well 
advanced on bringing Levy's 
Gcsher (Bridge) party into a 
joint state of candidates with 
Likud and the ultra- 
nationalist Tsomet for gener- 
al elections on May 29. 

Their rapprochement came 
just three days after suicide 
bombers killed 25 people in 
Israel, blowing Mr. Peres and 
his Labour Party out of the 
comfortable first place they 
had enjoyed in opinion polls 
since the November assas- 
sination of his predecessor, 
Yitzhak Rabin. 

As late as Friday, Mr. 
Peres still held a 15-point 
lead over Likud chief Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu in the race 
for prime minister, who will 
be directly elected for the 


Ciller, 
Yilmaz 
agree 
to form 
coalition 

ANKARA (AFP) — Tur- 
key’s two mainstream con- 
servative leaders, caretaker 
Prime Minister Tansu Gller 
and Mesut Yilmaz, agreed 
Wednesday in principle to 
form a five-year government, 
Ms. Ciller said. 

“I am pleased to announce 
that the two parties have 
agreed in principle to form a 
coalition government that 
would function five years," 
Ms. Ciller told a joint news 
conference after a two-hour 
meeting with Mr. Yilmaz. 

Ms. Ciller added that offi- 
cials from her True Path Par- 
ty and from Yilmaz's Mother- 
land Party would continue to 
hold talks on details of the 
expected government, which 
will block the path to power 
of the pro-Islamic Welfare 
Party which topped inconclu- 
sive elections in December. 

"And we have decided to 
further coalition talks with 
goodwill and by creating an 
atmosphere of mutual confi- 
dence,” Ms. Ciller con- 
tinued. 

Mr. Yilmaz said he had 
reached full agreement with 
Ms. Oiler on the points they 
had discussed. u We aim to 
form the new government in 
the shortest possible time," 
he said. 

Both leaders said they 
would meet again Friday to 
discuss “details of a rotating 
premiership.” but declined to 
say if they had already agreed 
on the contentious issue of 
who 'would become the first 
prime minister. 

They said they would not 
comment further at this 
point. 

Talks between Ms. Yilmaz 
and Mr. Ciller were resumed 
after the Motherland last 
week failed to form a coali- 
tion government with the 
Welfare Party. 

Turkey's Dec. 24 legisla- 
tive election led to a splin- 
tered parliament unable to 
produce a single-party gov- 
ernment. 


first time this year. 

But a snap poll conducted 
immediately after Sunday's 
bombings in Jerusalem and 
Ashkelon showed Mr. 
Netanyahu only three points 
back and a live television 
survey of viewers Tuesday 
evening even gave the Likud 
leader a two-point advance. 

“On the political front; the 
reunification of the right is 
just as disastrous for us as the 
terrorist attacks." a Labour 
Party minister told AFP on 
condition of anonymity. 

“Levy’s return could rally 
the support of disadvantaged 
parts of the electorate back to 
Likud," he said, referring to 
the centrist, socially-oriented 
platform put forward by Mr. 
Levy and his Gesher Party. 

In reality, there is little 
concrete difference in the 
ideological positions of 
Likud. Gesher and Tsomet. 
despite Mr. Levy's more cen- 
trist leanings. 

AJ1 three groups describe 
themselves as "nationalist.", 
firmly supporting the expan- 
sion of Jewish settlements in 
the Palestinian territories and 
opposing the creation of a 
Palestinian state and the re- 
turn to Syria and the- Golan 
Heights. 

They also oppose, to 


omy accords signed with the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). but say they 
will respect past commit- 
ments. 

And they all criticises Mr. 
Peres and his government of 
not taking tough enough ac- 
tion to prevent anti-Israeli 
attacks like Sunday's twin 
suicide bombings. 

“There are no differences 
between the three parties of 
the nationalist camp and we 
should be able to finalise the 
electoral agreement quick- 
ly." Likud parliamentary 
leader Moshe Katzav said 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Katzav noted that the 
right’s defeat in the previous 
genera] elections in 1992 was 
due in large part to divisions 
within the conservative camp 
and he predicted that the new 
"dynamic of unity” would 
cany it back to (lower. 

The final point to be' 
agreed before the pact can be 
signed is the sharing out of 
top spots on the candidates 
list, officials from the parties 
said. 

Mr. Levy, a former foreign 
minister, broke with Likud 
last year in a personal and 
venemous rift with Mr. 
Netanyahu. Officials from 
both their parties said the 


varying degrees, the auton- (Continued on page 7) 


Bashir 
promises to 
cooperate 
with U.N. 

KHARTOUM (Agencies) — 
Sudanese President Omar Al 
Bashir told a U.N. envoy on 
Tuesday that his government 
would “cooperate fully" with 
Security Council demands' 
that it extradite three fugitive 
militants. 

Colonel-General Bashir 
told the U.N.’s Chhnnaya 
G hare khan a commission had 
been foimed to help security 
officials who are ‘‘continuing 
their search for the suspects," 
state television said. 

The president assured Mr. 
Gharekhan of his govern- 
ment’s . “willingness to fully 
cooperate with the Security 
Council and all concerned 
parties.” 

The envoy came to Khar- 
toum on Sunday to prepare a 
report on Sudanese com- 
pliance to a U.N. resolution 
demanding it extradite to 
Ethiopia three Egyptian mili- 
tants. 

Sudan may face interna- 
tional sanctions if the council 
is not satisfied by a secretary 
general report on the matter 
to be submitted in April. 

The three fugitives are ac- 
cused of participating in an 
attempt in June to kill Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubrak 
in Addis Ababa. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa has made a last- 
minute appear to Sudan to 
hand over the three gimmen 
and avoid punitive action by 
the U.N. Security Council. 

“We do not want to isolate 
and punish Sudan,” Mr. 
Musa told a news conference 
on Tuesday night. 

“But Sudan must be 
advised and has the responsi- 
bility to respond positively to 
the Security Council's deci- 
sion and extradiate the three 
gunmen it is shielding so as to 
avoid any possible action," 
he added.. 

In Cairo on Tnesday, the 
Egyptian Muslim militant 
group that tried to Itiil Mr. 
Mubarak in Ethiopia denied 
that three of its members 
'wanted for talcing part in the 
attack were in Sudan. . .. 

“We reject insinuation or 
statements accusing the 
Sudanese government or any 
other of aiding the attempt to 
kill Mubarak. 


Cuba accepts probe into 
its downing of U.S. jets 


HAVANA (Agencies). — 
Cuba agreed Wednesday to 
the U.N. Security Council's 
call for an international 
probe into a Cuban MiG's 
downing on Saturday of the 
two U.S. planes flown by an 
exile Cuban opposition orga-- 
nisation. 

The Foreign Ministry said 
in a statement that it would 
accept a “swift and impar- 
tial" investigation by the In- 
ternational Civil Aviation 
Organisation (ICAO). 

"While the ICAO inves- 
tigation is part of the U.S. 
manoeuvre to take the inci- 
dent to the Security Council, 
we do not fear it," the Cuban 
statement said. 

“On the contrary, we 
accept it and we demand that 
it be swift and impartial, that 
it take into account all of the 
past cases and the circumst- 
ances of the bald-faced pro- 
vocations we have endured 
with the repeated violation of 
our airspace, and tbe risks 


they have entailed (or air 
traffic and for our country.” 
The United States has 
maintained the planes with 
the Miami-based group 
Brothers to the Rescue were 
over international waters, 
while Cuba maintains they 
were in its airspace. 
Brothers to the Rescue has 

S icked up Cuban rafters 
eeing their country by sea, 
and maintains its mission is 
peaceful. 

Cuba has charged the 
group had ties to the U.S. 
intelligence agencies and that 
it had terrorist aims. 

Responding to Tuesday's 
Security Council declaration 
which "strongly" deplored 
Cuba’s downing of tbe planes 
Foreign Ministry accused the 
U.N. body of acting hastily 
and under U.S. pressure. 

“The situation illustrates 
the cost for small and inde- 
pendent nations of living in a 
one-sided world under the 
hegemony of the United 


States,” the ministry said in a 
statement, the fourth in four 
days on Saturday’s incident. 

Cuba said the Security 
Council already had a poor 
history of “acting in a biased 
manner and subordinated to 
the interests of the big pow- 
ers,’’ it added: "The Security 
Council... has become a de- 
pendency of the U.S. State 
Department” 

The Cuban statement ac- 
cused the United States of 
seeking to convert the cooncfl 
into “a kind of universal high 
court to judge any country 
which disobeys its designs,” 
the United States used its 
armed forces under the U.N. 
flag, “like a police corps with 
planetary duties,” it added. 

“This situation reveals the 
urgent need to work for the . 
democra tisati on of the U.N. 
and to find procedures to 
make its Security Council 
more representative and im- 
partial," Cuba said. 


S. Arabia, Kuwait said balking at Qatari 
call for GCC meeting on coup attempt 


RIYADH (Agencies) — 
Saudi Arabia and Bahrain 
have balked at holding an 
urgent Gulf Arab meeting 
which Qatar had requested to 
discuss the failed coup 
. against it almost two weeks 
ago. an official from a Gulf 
I state said Wednesday. 

Riyadh and Manama fear a 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) meeting “might lead 
to the GCCs breakup after 
Qatar alluded to a possible 
Saudi and Bahraini role in 
the recent troubles in Doha,” 
said the official who asked 
not to be named. 

Qatar last week called for a 
GCC meeting to inform it 
about tbe aborted plot, which 
only Oman has condemned. 
The GCC is made up of 
Oman, Qatar, Saadi Arabia, 
Bahrain, the United Arab 
Emirates and Kuwait. 

Qatar accused Sheikh Kha- 
lifa Ben Hamad Al Thani, 
the former emir who was 
ousted by his son in a palace 


coup last June and who now 
lives in exile in Abu Dhabi, 
of ordering the Feb. 17 plot 
with foreign help. 

Political sources in Doha 
accused Saudi Arabia and 
Bahrain of being involved in 
the plot, but a Qatari official 
who requested anonymity 
said in Doha that his country 
had blamed no GCC. mem- 
ber. 

Oman, which currently 
chairs the GCC, sent envoys 
to the Gulf states to tiy to 
arrange a meeting. 

But a Gulf official said the 
Qatar issue would probably 
have to wait until the next 
scheduled meeting of the 
GCC foreign ministers in 
Riyadh on March 16-17. 

Qatar has had tense rela- 
tions with the GCC states 
since the emir. Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Khalifa Al Tha- 
ni, walked out of the annual 
summit in Oman -in Decem- 
ber over the appointment of a 
Saudi as the new GCC secret- 


ary general. 

Qatar has since threatened 
to boycott GCC meetings 
attended by the new secret- 
ary general, Jamil Al Hu- 
jeiian, who was chosen over a 
Qatari. 

Mr. Hujeiian has visited 
Oman, the UAE, Saudi Ara- 
bia and Bahrain as pan of a 
tour of GCC states before 
taking up his duties in April, 
but he is not expected to visit 
Qatar. 

"Mr. Hujeiian is welcome 
in Doha as a Saudi official, 
but not in his capacity as 
secretary general,” the 
Qatari official said, adding 
“Omani mediation is taking 
place to settle the issue” of 
Mr. Hujeilan's appointment. 

Qatar has accused a former 
minister and member of the 
piling family of mastermind- 
ing the failed plot and issued 
a warrant for his arrest, a 

(Continued on page 7) 


Oscars to get 
thicker layer of 
gold this year 

CHICAGO 00 — Oscar 
will s hine a little brighter at 
this year’s Academy 
Awards. Roughly 50 of the 
13-inch tall (33 cm) stat- 
uettes, which will be band- 
ed out to the winners at a 
glittering March 25 awards 
ceremony, were put on dis- 
play for photographers at a 


where they were given a 
slightly longer dip in a VAT 
of liquid gold. ^Dscar has 
more gold in him than 
ever," 'said Owen Siegal, 
the 76-year-old founder of 
R.S. Owens, a trophy- 
maker that has made the 
famed statuettes since 
1983. 

Britain goes for ( 
high rollers with 
casino reforms 

LONDON (R) — * Britain 
has announced plans to 
tempt high-rollers to its 
casinos by relaxing arcane 
rules introduced in the 
1960s. The government 
said it proposed to change a 
regulation which has irked 
thousands of foreign pun- 
ters on brief visits to 
Britain — that they had to 
apply for membership per- 
sonally at a casino, and 
then wait 48 hours before 
approaching the tables. 
Britain has 119 casinos — 
more than in any European . 
country except France. 

Chelsea Clinton 
turns 16, receives 
rusty used car 

WASHINGTON (R) — 
Chelsea Clinton turned 
“sweet 16” Tuesday, the 
age Americans may legally 
chive, and got a rusty used 
car as a surprise gift from a| 
publicity-hungry Ohio ra- 
dio station. The blue 1978 
Oldsmobile, which was 
driven to the White House 
before it was politely 
declined, was a rare public 
intrusion into the life of 
’Chelsea, only daughter of 
President Bill Clinton and 
first lady Hillary Rodham 
Clinton. The White House 
guards Chelsea's privacy 
and has sought to keep hen 
birthday far from the media 
spotlight that relentlessly 
follows her parents. A quiet 
family celebration was 
planned Tuesday night and 
a party for Chelsea’s 
friends later this week. 


Grace Jones still 
single, church 
says 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — 
Singer-model Grace Jones 
may not be Mrs. Atila 
Altaunbay after all. A 
Presbyterian Church offi- 
cial said tbe “minister” at 
tbe singer's recent mar- 
riage to her 21 -year-old 
Turkish bodyguard was not 
authentic. “I have to dec- 
lare the ‘minister’ was not 
a member of tbe Presby- 
terian Church of Brazil, he 
was defrocked three or four 
years ago,” Gnilhermino 
Cnnfaa, president of the 
.Supreme Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church of 
Brazil, said in a telephone 
interview. “I protest ada- 
mantly... This marriage did 
not exist,” be said. 

Thelma and 
Louise’ fugitive 
‘was coerced’ 

HOUSTON (R) — One of 
the duo known as a real-life 
"Thelma and Louise” said 
she was forced into robbing 
lonely males she lured on 
“dates” by a man who, it 
turns out, did not exist 
Rose Marie Turfbrd, a 36^ 
year-old psychiatric nurse, 
said at her aggravated rob- 
bery trial she took part in 
fleecing men because a 
shadowy figure known as 
‘ Avery” ordered her to do 
it. She never met Avery, 
but they communicated 
through threatening tetters 
delivered by her accom- 
plice. 





